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month's publication.

Make sure you

have your say!

firstwords

Welcome to July, bringing with it the unmis-
takable energy of high summer across our
three villages. It is a bustling month packed
with local action, community determination,
and plenty of drama right on our doorsteps.

Inside this issue, we delve into the talking
points that have kept village social media
pages buzzing over the past few weeks.

On page 6, we provide an update on the
ongoing community campaign surrounding
the sudden closure of the historic Scrooby
rail crossing at Station Road.

Meanwhile, our emergency services have
been kept incredibly busy; turn to page 8 for
a dramatic report on the Ranskill industrial
site fire, alongside an appeal for information
following a terrifying nighttime axe break-in
at a beloved local pub.

On a lighter note, pages 4-5 carries a report
on the successful Ranskill & Torworth
Festival 2026; organisers say a massive

debt of gratitude is owed to several local

businesses that went above and beyond .

Keep your stories, photos, and news
coming to copy4star@yahoo.co.uk.

Here’s to a vibrant July!

George
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theknowledge

Ranskill & Torworth Festival
2026 was a roaring success!

Now that the dust has finally settled on Ranskill
Park, the festival committee would like to extend
a massive, heartfelt thank you to everyone who
helped make Saturday 13th June such a spectacu-
lar highlight of our community
calendar.

The sun shone, the crowds
turned out in droves, and the at-
mosphere was absolutely
buzzing from start to finish.

An event of this scale simply
couldn't happen without our fan-
tastic local groups stepping up to
the plate. A huge shout-out goes to:

2nd Ranskill Scouts: For providing brilliant
games and keeping everyone wonderfully re-
freshed with their heroic ice cream sales!

1st Ranskill Brownies & Rainbows: For host-
ing fabulous tombolas and organizing the family
sports races that brought endless laughter,
smiles, and a healthy dose of sibling rivalry to the
arena.

Ranskill WI: For their tireless support and
wonderful activities.

Ranskill Bowls Club: For setting up a
dedicated green area and introducing so
many visitors to the joys of a tactical roll.

Our marketplace was beautifully vibrant
this year. We are incredibly grateful to our
wonderful stallholders who brought such
high-quality crafts and treats to the park:
Flowers by Kay, Bunnies Bakes, Eternal Magic,
Crafted Dragons, Cloud 9 Crafts, and Forest Fae.

Special thanks also go to everyone who do-
nated to the Community Plant Stall -- the green-
fingered generosity of our villages helped raise
vital funds to secure the future of the festival.
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Generous backing and behind-the-scenes magic
Sponsoring an event that costs upwards of

£4,500 is no small feat. We are profoundly grate-

ful to our main sponsors and donors whose fi-
nancial backing kept us afloat: Ranskill
Parish Council, Brightgreen Spinal Health,
Kidzhub Harworth, and Ranskill Lakeside
Fisheries.

We also owe a massive debt of gratitude
to several local businesses that went above
and beyond behind the scenes:

AM Power: Our absolute saviours. They
didn't just show up to install the festival
power supply; they lines-mapped the area and
proactively upgraded us to a larger generator
than ordered. Thanks to their incredible fore-
sight, the stage didn't miss a single beat.

Skelton Farms: Thank you for the generous
loan of your straw bales, which provided the ul-
timate rustic seating for our visitors.

On an apologetic note to Skelton Farms... not all
of the straw bales quite made it back in their orig-
inal configuration! A few of our
more energetic younger visitors
took it upon themselves to en-
thusiastically dismantle them
during the day. While we're de-
il lighted they brought so much

| joy, we promise to fully reim-
burse you for the missing crop.
We just hope the cows don't
hold a grudge about being six
bales short this winter!

Thanks are also due to Mudfords for the magnif-
icent marquees, A1 Hire for the mobile facilities,
and Bassetlaw Council for supplying the much-
needed extra bins to keep our park tidy.



Showstopping entertainment and local treats

From the first chord to the final encore, our
main arena line-up was nothing short of excep-
tional.

Our ears are still ringing with pride for: Har-
worth Brass Band for their stirring, majestic sets;
Ranskill Primary Young Voices Choir for a gen-
uinely moving performance; and Heather
Turner Dance Tuition for showing off our pre-
mier local talent.

A very special thank you goes to
John Stevenson from Fluffys Disco, who
kept the energy alive as our master of
ceremonies all day, seamlessly sup-
porting every performer and keeping
our announcements on track. We also
thank EES Showhire for the loan of
their top-tier sound equipment.

Visitors were well looked after
thanks to the culinary delights of
Bedda Pasta, The Traditional Hog Roast, The Mobile
Pizza Company, and a wonderfully stocked mo-
bile bar from The Blue Bell Ranskill.

We were honoured to have our new local vicar,
Reverend Louise Bearder, officially open the pro-
ceedings. Louise and her brilliant team of volun-
teers then spent the afternoon working non-stop
in the tea and coffee tent, keeping the village hy-
drated and raising vital funds.

The Retford Fire Station crew were an abso-
lute triumph, allowing children (and more
than a few adults) to explore the fire engine,
while our Neighbourhood Policing Team
popped by to share a friendly hello. Children
were also treated to go-karts from Kidzhub, a
massive assault course from Cream Castles, and
the astonishingly artistic face painting of Rebecca
Smith MUA (the queues spoke for themselves!).

We can't wait to see the memories captured by
Leo Cotton Photography, and we are glad to re-
port that thanks to St John Ambulance, our total
casualty list for the day stood at exactly one blis-
ter and one scraped knee—glorious proof that
our risk assessments worked beauti-
fully!

Ultimately, this entire festival is run
by a dedicated committee of just nine
core volunteers who work year-
round —hosting our popular pie &
pea quiz nights—just to raise the capi-
tal to make this day happen. To our
committee, our on-the-day helpers,
and everyone who attended: THANK YOU!

Whether you dropped in for five minutes or
stayed for the duration, you are the heartbeat of
Scrooby, Torworth, and Ranskill. You made
memories, supported local causes, and proved
why our corner of Nottinghamshire is such a
wonderful place to live.

We can't wait to see you all again next year!
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Pilgrim pub is
raided by four
men with an axe

A dramatic nighttime aggravated burglary at
The Pilgrim Fathers pub on the Great North
Road has shocked the Scrooby community.

According to the Worksop Guardian, a gang of
four men armed with an axe targeted the venue
in the early hours of May 27th, forcing entry
through a rear conservatory door.

After a failed attempt to steal money from an
empty till, the intruders began hacking at a fire
door leading to the manager's flat above.Gen-
eral manager Cai Johnson, 28, was alone inside
and called 999.

Fortunately, the continuous sounding of the
pub’s alarm spooked the gang, and they fled to

a hatchback getaway vehicle parked out of cam-
era range. Cai escaped uninjured, thankfully.

Police have launched an appeal to trace the
suspects. One male had a distinctive walk or
gait and was unable to run, and members wore
Christian Dior B30-style and Nike Air Max Plus
trainers.

Anyone with information should quote crime
number 26000302683.

Scrooby rail crossing closure:
Parish Council intervenes

The sudden and unannounced closure of the
historic rail crossing at Station Road in Scrooby
has been a major point of discussion across our
communities.

The crossing, which has been utilised by gen-
erations of local walkers, cyclists, and dog own-
ers since the construction of the original Scrooby
Station in 1849, was locked without prior notice
or consultation with residents.

The local community has long recognised this
route as a vital link to the surrounding country-
side, allowing safe pedestrian access to the bri-
dlepaths leading toward Mattersey.

The STAR can confirm that formal actions are
now being taken to address the situation di-
rectly with railway authorities and county rep-
resentatives.
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A detailed case has been prepared to highlight
the long-standing public use of the crossing,
supported by historical evidence and Network
Rail’s own narrative risk assessments, which
have consistently recognised pedestrian activity
at the site for years.

Attention is being drawn to an outstanding
application originally submitted to formally
record public rights at the crossing.

Local representatives are actively seeking a
roundtable meeting with Level Crossing Man-
agers and Nottinghamshire County Council’s
Countryside Access teams to explore avenues for
safely restoring access. We are watching this
issue closely on your behalf and hope to have a
more detailed report on the outcome of these
meetings in our upcoming editions.



Memory group’s
catwalk surprise

Itis a rare and delightful thing to see a com-
munity group truly come alive, but that is ex-
actly what happened at the Wednesday
(Memory) Group recently.

The group, known for its warm atmosphere
and structured sessions, was treated to a sur-
prise that proved we never quite know as
much about our neighbours as we might
think.

Often, we find ourselves acquainted with
individuals for years, holding a static image of
who they are. Yet, a recent event served as a
beautiful reminder that our fellow residents
possess rich, vibrant histories far beyond the
present day.

The afternoon took a turn for the cinematic
when one gentleman member unveiled a hid-
den treasure: a rack of elegant, vintage jackets
and a collection of striking photographs. As it
turns out, he and his wife were not just local
residents -- they were accomplished ballroom
dancers.

Trading the quiet hum of the group for the
grace of the dancefloor, the gentleman treated
everyone to a one-man show. He donned his
finest jacket and began to pace the hall with a
newfound flair, regaling the captivated room
with stories of the dancehalls they had fre-
quented and the steps they had mastered to-
gether. Each photograph he produced acted
as a key, unlocking memories of a glamorous,
rhythmic past.

What made the occasion truly special was
the level of planning involved. Organisers
had kept the showcase a closely guarded se-
cret for weeks, ensuring that even the gentle-
man’s wife -- his former dancing partner --
was entirely unaware of the planned display.
It was, by all accounts, a masterful reveal.

The Wednesday Group offers a vital space
for those living with dementia and their car-
ers, providing a routine that balances comfort
with unexpected sparks of joy like this one.

/Useful

contacts

Guides: Sandra Mclvor
07876 787959

Brownies & Rainbows:
Janet Symonds
01777 818713

Scouts: Mark Mounde
01427 849130

Cubs & Beavers:
Hannah Bell
07912 442783

Squirrels:
Hannah Kenny
07980 949824

Methodist Church:
Circuit Office: 01777
702786 Mo/Tu/Th 9.30-3

Bawtry Amateur Dramatic
Society: Catherine Minnis
07808 657681

Scrooby Village Hall:
1zzi Marshall
01302 719190

Torworth & Ranskill &
Scrooby Allotment Ass’'n
Stephen Cole:

01777 818779

Bassetlaw Cardiac Sup-
port Group:

Christine Coldwell
01909 730629

Ranskill &Torworth After-
noon Fellowship Club:
Carol Head

01777 705077

Ranskill Top Shop:
01777 818864

Mattersey (with Ranskill)
Wraparound and Holiday
Club: 01777 817265 /
07973 870299
office28@mattersey.notts.
sch.uk; wraparound@
mattersey.notts.sch.uk

&

) .

Ranskill Bowls Club:
Simon Wallis

07876 285593

Ranskill Investment Club:
David Smith

01777 818400

Ranskill Primary School,
Mrs R Beesley : Head of
school[ Mr A Steadman
Executive Head 01777
818468

Ranskill Reading Room:
Peter Parkin
01777 818852

Ranskill & Torworth W.1:
Pat Blatchford
01777 818519

Neighbourhood Watch
Representatives In Ran-
skill: Barry Bown

01777 816325

Scrooby: Alyson Gold-
smith 07507 493430

Ranskill Parish Council:
Bryn Kinsey
07305 129849

Scrooby Parish Council:
Tony Smith
07974 836978

Torworth Parish Council:
Claire Challener
07557 104323

District Councillors:
Ranskill

Councillor Andrew
McCallum

07725 768 490

Police: 101

Non urgent enquiries:
PC Jason Fellows
07525 226893

PCSO Lucy Campion
07525 989445

4
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Toxic alert over
scrapyard blaze
in Ranskill yard

Residents across our three villages were urged
to secure their doors and windows after a
major fire erupted at a car scrapyard on Access
Road in Ranskill.

As originally reproted by the Nottingham
Post, the multi-agency emergency response
quickly escalated as the intense blaze took
hold.

A massive stack of scrap cars and a heavy-
duty industrial vehicle crusher became com-
pletely engulfed in flames, causing significant
structural damage and sending toxic smoke
across the Bassetlaw area.

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service de-
ployed multiple crews to the scene just after
lunchtime. The intensity of the fire meant that
the materials were already well alight on ar-
rival, creating a dramatic, dark horizon visible
from the Great North Road.

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service

Because of the highly flammable materials
involved -- including remaining fuel, plastics,
and rubber tyres within the scrap chassis -- the
incident required a prolonged containment ef-
fort.

Fire service incident commanders remained
for several hours to properly damp down
deep-seated pockets of fire inside the machin-
ery. Thanks to the swift action of firefighters,
the blaze was successfully contained to the
scrapyard perimeter.

Wildlife Trust member makes a stand for hedgehogs

In a delightful blend of community spirit and
wildlife conservation, one local resident has
taken a creative step to protect our most vulner-
able village visitors.

Following a worrying decline in signs of the
local hedgehog population -- specifically
the absence of those telltale black de-
posits in the garden -- the resident i
feared their regular prickly visitor had Z#Z="
fallen victim to the fast-moving traffic
on our local roads.

With hedgehog road casualties sadly on the
rise, the need for increased driver awareness
has never been more urgent.Instead of accept-
ing the inevitable, our resourceful neighbour
decided to act.

They have installed a charming, ghost-white
model hedgehog alongside a sign reading,
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"Hedgehog Crossing," as a gentle reminder to
motorists that they share the road with local
wildlife. It is a simple, visual prompt, but one
that serves as a vital call to action for all of us
behind the wheel.

As our gardens continue to thrive and
wildlife like our hogs forage for food, the
North Nottinghamshire Local Group of
the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust is
urging all drivers to be mindful when

navigating the lanes around Scrooby, Tor-
worth, and Ranskill.

Every casualty prevented is a victory for our
local biodiversity, ensuring these essential little
gardeners can continue their nocturnal work.

For more, contact Jan on 07969180067 or email
janwilliamson133@gmail.com to sign up for
email updates on wildlife talks and activities.



Flat Roofs ©
oof Repairs ¢
Ridge Tiles o

Chimneys Rebuilt o

Repointing ®
~ Fascias ®
Soffits

Dry Verge Systems

office: 01909 807 515 Mobile: 07510 996 915

www.bassetlawroofingandpropertymaintenance.co.uk

mikepilkington5@gmail.com

The Homestead, Harworth Road, Blyth, S81 8HQ

HOLIDAY COTTAGE WHITBY

Available for rent.

Only yards from the 199 steps

and Tate Beach.
2 double bedrooms

(one bed accessible from one

side only).

Garden with steps leading to
main entrance.
Shower room.

Lounge / Dining Room /
Kitchen (compact and cosy).
Gas central heating.

Coal effect gas fire.
Freeview.

Buckets, Spades, Crabbing
Nets, Deck chairs, Wind breaks
& BBQ for guests use.

No pets.

Shed suitable for storing bikes.
From £295 to £540 per week.
Short breaks from £225 to
£400.

01302 714356 (Scrooby)

ReNew

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANMNG

Professional
Carpet &
Upholstery
Cleaning

Retford & Surrounding Areas

CALL NOW

WWW.reneweouc.couk

¢ 07550 002242

EXCELLENT

Domestic cleaning
Commercial cleaning
Upholstery cleaning

Rug & Mattress cleaning




goodtimes

Wednesday 1st July

Oh Zeus!, Cast Theatre, Doncaster,
7:30pm. The comedy theatre company Le
Navet Bete returns to Doncaster with a
hilarious ride through Greek mythology.
When the stability of Olympus is threat-
ened by a marriage, the King of the Gods
hatches a plan to derail the wedding.
Three actors play 40 characters in a
mythical farce packed with physical
comedy and fast-paced chaos. Developed
alongside Olivier Award-nominated director
John Nicholson. Tickets from £17.50. (Runs
until Saturday 4th July).

Thursday 2nd July

Matilda Jr., Bawtry Phoenix Theatre, Bawtry,
7:00pm (Doors open at 6:15pm). The youth
players of the Bawtry Phoenix present Roald
Dahl’s beloved musical masterpiece right on
our doorstep! Follow the story of an extraor-
dinary little girl with a sharp mind who takes
a stand against her cruel parents and the
tyrannical school headmistress, Miss Trunch-
bull. Packed with high-energy anthems.
(Runs until Sunday 5th July; Saturday and
Sunday matinees at 3:00pm). Tickets £8 (plus
10% booking fee).

Friday 3rd July

Afternoon Cabaret, Doncaster Little Theatre,
2:00pm start. Spend a summer afternoon en-
joying classic variety entertainment. Com-
pered by local favourite Robert Craig, the
show delivers a feel-good blend of live musi-
cal sets, comedy, and magic from two re-
gional guest artists. Advance tickets £9, or £10
on the door.
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The Celine Experience, Doncaster Dome

Saturday 4th July

Caged Steel 43, Doncaster Dome, 5:30pm
(Doors open at 5:00pm). One of the UK's ex-
citing live fight nights returns to the Dome
for a stacked card of 18 live bouts. Witness
Professional MMA, Amateur MMA, Caged
Boxing, and Caged Kickboxing (K1) in an at-
mosphere packed with dramatic fighter walk-
outs. Fully family-friendly with all ages
welcome and disabled access available.
Adults £40, Juniors £30, VIP cageside hospi-
tality £70.

Chilifornication, The Leopard, Doncaster,
7:30pm start.The UK tribute to the Red Hot
Chilli Peppers hits the stage for a punchy
show of big hits and active crowd participa-
tion. Dance along to live versions of Under
the Bridge, Can't Stop, and Californication.
Tickets from £12.25.

Thursday 9th July

RMTC - MOB Presents: Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, Majestic Theatre, Retford, 7:30pm
(Doors open at 7:00pm). Retford's award-
winning youth theatre group, The MOB,
brings everyone's favourite flying car to the
Majestic stage for the first time! Follow the



adventure to Vulgaria as eccentric inventor
Caractacus Potts, Jemima, Jeremy, and Truly
Scrumptious set off to save Grandpa Potts.
Packed with timeless songs including Truly
Scrumptious and Toot Sweets. Tickets from
£18. (Runs nightly until Saturday 11th July;
Saturday matinee at 2:00pm).

Saturday 11th July

Yorkshire's Strongest Man & Woman, Lake-
side Village Shopping Outlet, 10:00am —
4:00pm. An outdoor showcase of
raw power on the lawn in front
of the M&S Outlet. Refereed by
former three-time UK's
Strongest Man Paul Smith, ath-
letes will go head-to-head across
five gruelling events including a
300kg deadlift, the Conan
wheel, and loading 180kg stones
over a bar. Shoppers can look
forward to meet-and-greets and 5’ ~
strongman selfies with the ath-
letes. Entirely free to attend.

Crafting Live, Doncaster Race-
course, 10:00am — 4:00pm. The
award-winning craft show returns to

Town Moor for a weekend of hands-

on creativity. Browse over 80 exhibitors
stocking stamps, dies, and fabrics, or enjoy
live demonstrations. This year includes a
dedicated punch needle and upcycled book-
binding workshop programme led by tutor
Kim Searle. Tickets from £8 (Save £2 with
early-bird booking). (Continues Sunday).

Abba Attack, Doncaster Corn Exchange,
7:30pm (Doors open at 7:00pm).

Step into a world of platform boots and pop
nostalgia. This high-energy tribute night cele-
brates ABBA's legacy, promising a non-stop
singalong of Dancing Queen, Mamma Mia,
and Waterloo. Tickets £10 per person, avail-
able in advance from the nearby Wool Mar-
ket booking desk. Note: This is an 18+ only
event.

Wednesday 15th July

Chicago: Teen Edition, Bawtry Phoenix The-
atre, 7:00pm (Doors open at 6:15pm).

The Bawtry Phoenix Senior Youth Players
present the satirical musical hit Chicago.
Enjoy a night of musical magic as chorus girl
Roxie Hart and Velma Kelly vie for the media
spotlight on death row in search of fame, for-
tune, and acquittal. (Runs until Friday 17th
July). Tickets £10 (plus 10% booking fee).

Chicago: Teen Edition, Bawtry Phoenix Theatre

Friday 17th July

The Celine Experience, Doncaster Dome,
6:45pm start. Acclaimed vocalist January But-
ler delivers a tribute to megastar Céline Dion.
Supported by a full live band under the musi-
cal direction of Andy Mudd, this live produc-
tion features replica costumes and classic
arrangements. Tickets from £30.25.

The Heavy Souls, The Leopard, Doncaster,
7:00pm start. Sheffield's heavy blues-rock
powerhouse arrives in Doncaster for a high-
octane performance. Channelling the indus-
trial roots of their hometown, the band
blends rock energy with the classic spirit of
Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath. Tickets
from £11.25.
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Saturday 18th July

The Ultimate 80s Race Evening, Doncaster
Racecourse, gates open at 3:15pm (First race
5:15pm). The Meadowhall Summer Saturday
Series presents an evening of live Flat racing
followed immediately by a 75-minute out-
door 80s concert on the Champagne Lawn.
Settle in to dance the night away to bold beats
and timeless pop an-
thems that define the
decade. Note: Access
to the music perfor-
mance is exclusive to
County, Premier, and
Hospitality ticket
holders (Ages 13+).
Tickets from £10.

The Drifters, Don-

caster Dome, 6:45pm
start.

The Rock & Roll Hall

of Fame inductees re-
turn to the UK per-
forming their

definitive catalogue of
classics, including Satur-
day Night at the Movies, Under the Board-
walk, and You're More Than A Number.
Tickets are £35.75.

The Black Rhino Fight Night, Doncaster
Dome, 5:00pm start. Doncaster heavyweight
boxer Dave "The White Rhino" Allen returns
home to headline a big fight night following
his sold-out June clash. Balcony seating £30,
tiered seating £45, ringside £90, and ringside
VIP packages £150.

The Shines, The Leopard, Doncaster, 7:00pm
start. The alternative indie outfit from
Grimsby arrives for a live show. Known for
their sharp guitar tracks and northern wit,
the band has picked up national radio play
from Radio X tastemaker John Kennedy.
Catch material from their debut album.
Tickets from £15.
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Doncaster Balloon Festival, Town Field

Friday 24th July

Doncaster Balloon Festival, Town Field,
12:00pm — 10:00pm. A colourful festival re-
turns to the city fields for a two-day extrava-
ganza. Look forward to hot air balloon
launches, tethering demonstrations, and a
Saturday evening Balloon Night Glow
(weather permitting). The site features arena
stunt shows, living
history campsites,
a parachute dis-
play team, a fun-
fair, and a
fireworks display
on Saturday night.
Advance tickets:
Adults £8, Chil-
dren £6 (Gate
prices £10/£8).
(Continues Satur-
day).

Live Music with
Peet Jackson,
Bawtry Phoenix

Theatre, 7:30pm. Acous-

tic evening of live music
in the historic theatre bar. For tickets and fur-
ther information, contact Barrie directly on
07449 715431. Tickets are £12.

Sunday 26th July

NMTO presents: Some Enchanted Evening,
Majestic Theatre, Retford, 7:30pm (Doors
open at 7:00pm). The Northern Musical The-
atre Orchestra (NMTO) returns to Retford for
one night only, filling the Majestic stage with
the sound of a full 65-piece live orchestra and
a massed 40-voice chorus. Joined by West
End guest performers, this concert celebrates
the sweeping romance and timeless melodies
of Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein
II, featuring classics from Oklahoma!,
Carousel, and South Pacific. Early booking is
strongly recommended.



August Preview --
Saturday
1st August

Steve Bracknall Live After Rac-
ing, Doncaster Racecourse,
gates open at 11:45am (First
race 1:45pm). Afternoon of rac-
ing as part of the Meadowhall
Summer Saturday Series, fol-
lowed by a terrace set from so-
cial media sensation Steve
Bracknall. Tickets from £10.

Green Pastures Mattersey Hall
Graduation, Majestic Theatre,
Retford, 2:00pm (Doors open
at 1:00pm). Friends, families,
and village supporters are
warmly invited to celebrate
the prestigious 2026 gradua-
tion ceremony for students of
the Green Pastures Mattersey
Hall Training Centre. This in-
spiring afternoon highlights
student stories and worship
as local students receive

Level 3 Certificates in Health and Social Care
and Christian Studies. Features special guest
speaker Dr. John Andrews. Pre-booking is re-
quired via the theatre website.

Friday 7th August

The Yorkshire Wartime Experience, Willows
Farm (Moss Road), 10:00am start.

Step into 30 acres of living history for the
North of England's largest WWI and WWII
military vehicle event. Located 10 miles north
of Doncaster, this massive three-day gather-
ing features over 500 combat vehicles on
static display alongside 50 re-enactment
groups. Experience meticulously detailed live
battle re-enactments, static vehicle parades,
and living history camps. (Runs until Sunday
9th August).

Doncaster Pride 2026, Town Field, Doncaster

Saturday 8th August

Doncaster Pride 2026, Town Field, Doncaster,
10:00am start. Doncaster celebrates its 19th
annual Pride festival on Town Fields with a
massive day of inclusion, togetherness, and
community spirit. Settle in for an all-day cele-
bration of diversity featuring live stage enter-
tainment, local traders, and activities for all
generations. Free entry.

Night Out At The Zoo, Yorkshire Wildlife Park
Resort, 5:00pm — 9:00pm. Saddle up for a wild
summer sunset safari! Spend the evening ex-
ploring the park after hours, followed by an ex-
clusive late-night opening to walk among the
dusk-lit lawns of Tsavo. The night features live
stage entertainment and a selection of delicious
local food concessions. Included with standard
park entry or active membership packages.

July 2026 - 13



downtime
Your July Star signs

Aries: The arrival of a proper summer heat-
wave will inspire you to host an overly ambi-
tious garden party. While the Americans are
firing up massive grills for their 250th birthday,
you'll be struggling to light a damp bag of
British charcoal with a copy of the parish maga-
zine. Stick to the cold meats.

Taurus: A mid-summer battle against the local
slug population will dominate your evenings.
Armed with a torch and a tub of eco-friendly
pellets, you will defend your prize hostas with a
level of grit that would make the founding fa-
thers proud. Your determination to protect your
borders is a marvel, even if neighbours wonder
why you're prowling the garden at midnight.
Gemini: The start of the school holidays brings a
dramatic increase in local noise levels. You'll be
the first to know which kids have already bro-
ken a window with a cricket ball and whose car-
avan is blocking a narrow lane. Your intelligence
network is operating at peak capacity.

Cancer: A sudden wave of patriotism might find
you watching documentaries about the Special
Relationship or buying a tea towel with a subtle
eagle motif. You enjoy a bit of history, provided
it can be appreciated from the safety of a com-
fortable armchair with a proper, strong cup of
English breakfast tea.

Leo: While the United States celebrates 250 years
of independence with grand fireworks, you'll be
putting on an equally spectacular display just by
walking into a shop in your new sunglasses.
Your presence requires no national holiday to
justify a bit of flair and a bright silk scarf.

Virgo: A hosepipe ban rumour will send your
organisational instincts into

overdrive. You'll spend a weekend calculating
the exact water capacity of your old plastic milk
cartons and establishing a strict greywater rota
for the hydrangeas. Precision planning is your
ultimate shield against the July elements.

14 - July 2026

Libra: The eternal July
dilemma revolves around
whether it is socially acceptable
to eat an entire tub of ice cream in one sitting to
"keep it from melting." Finding the perfect bal-
ance between greed and heatwave survival is a
delicate art. Trust your instincts; the freezer is
struggling anyway.

Scorpio: You'll be quietly observing the tourist
influx with a look of profound, experienced
weariness. You can spot an American tracer of
family trees from fifty paces by their white
trainers. Keep your local knowledge to yourself
unless they offer to buy the first round.
Sagittarius: A yearning for a grand transatlantic
voyage might strike, but you'll likely settle for a
bracing day trip to the coast instead. Your opti-
mism will remain high even when stuck in a
three-mile tailback on the A64. At least the
coastal breeze will blow away the cobwebs.
Capricorn: The sudden temperature rise is no
excuse for a lapse in domestic discipline. While
others are lounging about in shorts, you'll be the
one methodically cleaning the conservatory
glass and checking the loft insulation for next
winter. It's a sign that your commitment to
long-term logistics is entirely unbothered by a
bit of sunshine.

Aquarius: Your alternative method for keeping
the house cool involves a complex arrangement
of damp bedsheets and a desk fan positioned at
a precise thirty-degree angle. It looks chaotic,
but your rooms will be the most refreshing, al-
beit humid, microclimates in the entire county.
Pisces: The sight of a shimmering heat haze
over the wheat fields sends you into a dreamy,
mid-summer reverie. You'll spend a lovely after-
noon wondering if you should take up the
ukulele or simply have another nap under the
apple tree. Let the rest of the world rush about;
you are perfectly content to drift.



Tea, cake and a thank
you for The STAR’s
“delivery brigade”!

It was a proper village gathering on Saturday
30th May, as the stalwarts of The STAR’s distri-
bution network -- the tireless individuals who
brave rain, shine, and the occasional garden
gate to ensure our communities stay connected
-- took a well-deserved afternoon off.

The STAR management team hosted a spe-
cial thank-you event at St Barnabas Church in
Ranskill, acknowledging the volunteers who
ensure that everyone who wants a copy of the
magazine, gets one. It was a delightful occa-
sion, serving as a reminder that community
journalism is very much a team sport.

One of our longest-serving distributors, Joy
Tudberry, writing on behalf of the "Delivery
Brigade," captured the mood perfectly in a
lovely note to the editorial team:"May I say
what an enjoyable afternoon you gave us on
Saturday 30th -- such a lovely friendly gather-
ing. It was so nice to put names to faces and, in
many cases, faces to names. I feel we did justice
to the impressive buffet you put before us, not
to forget the huge teapot that kept us all well
satisfied and the conversation flowing. We
were sorry when it was time to leave and I for
one say a huge thank you to all of you."

From the editorial perspective, it was a sin-
cere pleasure to host the people who make

The STAR possible. While the writing happens
at a desk, the real magic happens on the
doorsteps of Scrooby, Torworth, and Ranskill.
Seeing our team enjoy tea, cakes, and genuine
camaraderie was the highlight of our month.

A massive thank you to everyone who came,
and an even bigger thank you for the thou-
sands of miles walked each year. We couldn't --
and wouldn't want to -- do it without you.

Penny Trail raises £2,741

The Mile of Pennies at Saint Barnabas is mak-
ing its way towards the next checkpoint!

“Our total has jumped thanks to screw top
jars, chocolate tins etc. and now stands at
£2,741,” said organiser Joy Tudberry. “That's
3% miles plus 82 yards.

“You see, that 4 mile target isn’t loitering!
Thank you one and all from all of us at Saint
Barnabas!”

Women'’s Institute looks forward to a summer social

After a busy season of fascinating talks -- in-
cluding everything from vintage baking secrets
to driving instructor tales -- the ladies of the
Ranskill and Torworth Women'’s Institute are
getting ready to let their hair down for the sum-
mer.

The group's upcoming meeting on Tuesday
28th July will dispense with the usual guest
speaker in favour of "A Social Afternoon."
Members and visitors can look forward to a re-

laxed couple of hours of excellent company,
plenty of chat, and no doubt a very welcome
cup of tea and cake. As always, the gathering
will be held at St Barnabas Church on the Great
North Road in Ranskill, with proceedings com-
mencing at 2:00 pm. If you’ve been thinking
about joining the W1, or are simply looking for a
friendly way to spend a summer afternoon
meeting neighbours, you are warmly invited to
come along.
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Durham’s

TOWARDS A NEW AIR.
: SOURCE HEAT PUMP*

Call us to discuss your renewable : E=

energy needs... =
Air source heat pumps*

Solar PV
Battery Storage
EV Chargers

01777 702684
enquiries@durhamsheating.co.uk
www.durhamsheating.co.uk

o N s ; ol " By

*GOVERNMENT BOILER UPGRADE SCHEME GRANT AVAILABLE.
CHECK ELIGIBILITY ONLINE @ https://www.gov.uk

_ AN
HomeCraft

Home improvements

& landscaping
Animal Activity Licensing Regulations 2018 Licence Number AAL104 Kitchens | Bathrooms
“**Five Star Awarded **** Joinery | Plumbing

Flooring | Doors
Tiling | Decorating

We are a local family run five star Cattery with over 14 years of experience

looking after cats so you know that you fury loved ones are in excellent hands. General repairs &
All our pens have large penthouse suits maintenance
We have 2 XXL pens for those families with multiple cats. Landscaping | Patios
Fencing | Decking
Several pens that can be opened up to make an even larger area allowing your Hedging | Sheds

cats to have some personal space should they need to spend time on their own. . .
Most jobs considered

And as well as all that we have 2 disabled pens for those cats that struggle with
their health/mobility. We cater for all cats needs here at Whitegates

Contact Tom
07865 851558

White Gates Cattery, Blyth Road Ranskill, Retford DN22 8LT info@homecraftrenovations.com
781 358 9124 Email whitegatescattery@gmail.com www.homecraftrenovations.com




Christian perspective: People

How are you getting on with people where you
are? I'm finding right now that I seem to be trip-
ping over people who think things should be
done in a different way to how I think they should
be done. Even in the church there are differences
in approach to aspects of church life which can
bring us into conflict with fellow Christians.

Recently, I jet-washed our drive. It's a very
messy job, as you clean both the surface of the
blocks and blast the weeds starting to grow be-
tween them. It's particularly difficult to get out the
deep-seated roots, and as you probe deep it causes
a backwards surge of dirty, muddy water, which
comes flinging back at you!

By the time I had finished, I was covered from
head to foot with wet, muddy splashes. Now if
you leave the roots to stay they will soon put up
new weeds and the drive will look messy in no
time. As I thought about this, a Bible verse about
bitter roots came to mind: Hebrews 12:14-15.

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to
be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to
it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.

If we don’t deal with the clashes and differences
that come along they will rankle and fester within
us. The writer to the Hebrews says it takes effort
tolive in peace with all. If, when difficulties occur,
we harbour negative thoughts and feelings, these
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are the ones that cause
bitterness to start to
grow within us
against those
people and pro-
duce those bitter
roots.

There are some
actions we can take to
deal with these.The first is 3
forgiveness, even when we don't feel the people
who cause us trouble deserve our forgiveness.
Jesus said in Luke 6:37, “Forgive and you will be for-
given.” In fact, Jesus also says in Matthew 6:14-15,
that if we withhold forgiveness from others, then,
“your heavenly Father will not forgive your sins.”

The second action we can take is to love instead
of hate. It's not something we can do of ourselves,
but we can receive the love of God poured into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit (see Romans 5:5).

Then we can offer that love to others, especially
those who have hurt us. This brings about change
in the situation and deals with those bitter roots
within us. Jesus said some things about this in
Matthew 5:44:

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless those
that curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray
for those who despitefully use you, and persecute you,
that you may be children of your Father in heaven.”

May the Lord bless and strengthen you, as you
join me in blasting out those bitter roots, and
move on to freedom and joy in the Lord.

* Brenda Critchley

Your July Sudoku puzzle

Sudoku is a number placement puzzle. The
aim of Sudoku is to complete the grid by en-
tering numbers from 1 to 9 in each empty cell
of the 9x9 grid which comprises 9 sub-grids
each with 9 cells in a 3x3 pattern.

Each row, column and sub-grid must con-
tain only one instance of each number.

Solution on page 46.
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® BLUE BELL %

THE BLUE BELL R A N S K I L L THE BLUE BELL
RANSKILL RANSKILL

Opening Hours: Tuesday - Burger Night from 5pm

Monday:  closed Wednesday - Weekly quiz night

Tuesday:  12-10pm from 8:30pm with winning team
Wednesday:12-11pm prize and cash snowball.
Thursday: 12-11pm _
Friday: 12-11.30pm Thursday - Steak Night from 5pm.
Saturday: 12-11.30pm Friday & Saturday - New weekly
Sunday: 12-9pm specials menu available.

Food Times:

Sunday - Delicious homecooked

Tuesday to Saturday: 12-9pm roasts served 12-6pm.
(light lunch menu available 12-5pm)
Sunday: 12-6pm Our wonderful little sun trap beer

garden is ready for summer and

Open Bank Holiday Mondays - waiting for you to join us.

and serving food 12-6pm

CALL 01777 817952 FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES

OORE GAS LTD | Handyman

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS,
SERVICE & REPAIR

One off jobs or Regular jobs

“Aworcester (&) BOSCH *Gardening

10 year gurantee on Worcester Bosch Boilers eGrass cutting
with flexible finance available

eFence repairs
FEATURED SERVICES:

sy * Gas Boilers -+ Oil Boilers 'Painting
e LPG Boilers e Stoves
sPowerflushing *Plumbing
< Landlord Safety Certificates
e\Water softeners install,

repair and service

emost jobs considered

01427 881 175 | 07725 009 741 Contact Steve McCroakam
mooregasltd@yahoo.com

www.mooregaslitd.com

Bl & X9

« Heating Services - Boiler Services * Log Burner

Email:

steve.mccroakam@hotmail.com

or 07906 075648

* Competitive Pricing * Central Heating * Underfloor Heating




The pop-up pub quiz: Movies

1. In which James Bond movie did he
fall in love and get married?

2. Which movie star is killed off in [
the opening scene of Scream?

3. Which father and daughter starred
in 1981 drama On Golden Pond?

4.  What movie features the line
“Frankly, my dear, I don't give a
damn”?

5.  What is the name of the fictional
African nation in Black Panther?

6. What was the name of the charac-
ter played by Jennifer Lawrence in The
Hunger Games?

7.  What is the name of
the tiger in The Jungle
Book?

8.  “You can’t handle the
truth” is a line from which

movie? g
9. Which movie features 15. ‘Have Yourself a Merry Little
Holly Golightly? Christmas’ is originally from which

Judy Garland movie?

10. “You're gonna need a . o .
16. Which movie is set in an Oregon

bigger boat” is a line from

which movie? psychiatric hospital?
11. What was Darth 17. Which hero did Mel Gibson play
in Braveheart?

Vader’s spacecraft in Star , . .
Wars? 18. “When You Wish Upon a Star’ is from

12. Who was The Riddler in Batman Forever? which Disney film? )
13. When you crack and shake a Minion, what 19. Who played the lead in Cool Hand Luke?
happens? 20. Who voiced Shrek in the series of movies?

14. Who plays the lead female Ilsa Lund in

Casablanca? Answers on page 46.

Church notices for July

Church Notices for July 2026 (CW = If you would like to arrange a
Common Worship, HC = Holy Commu-  baptism, wedding, funeral or other
nion, BCP = Book of Common Prayer) function, please contact one of the
Sunday 5th: Scrooby —9.30am CW churchwardens: Churchwardens —
HC. Sunday 12th: Blyth — 9.30am Ranskill: David Hill - 01777 818072,
CW HC. Sunday 19th: Ranskill — Derek Gill — 07704 065002. Church

11am Songs of Praise —all welcome  Warden — Scrooby: Gordon Ash-
Sunday 26th: Scrooby —9.30 CWHC  worth 01777 818322.
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It's a Dog’s Life

A flea is a creature of infinite power

Though its instinct to jump is quite nominal
But you try to scratch it --

Or catch and detach it --

Then see how it leaps! Quite phenomenal.

You can teach it, with patience, to hop on a tightrope
Or pull a wee cart with a will

It will play loop-the-loop

Or jump clean through a hoop
But they’ve yet to train one to keep still.

Its fidgety feet make a six-pronged attack,
For your comfort it cares not one fig

Take a wild swipe (or two)

Till you're quite black and blue

But it keeps right on dancing the jig!

Joy T.

The STAR recipe: Teviot Meat Pie

Ingredients

- 11b mince

- Onion, carrot, celery, salt and pepper
- pint beef broth

-1 tsp Worcester sauce

Topping:-

-2 pint milk
-80z SR flour
-loz cornflour
-30z suet

-salt and pepper

Method

Cook and place into 2 pint casserole dish.
Add milk to flours and suet to give a thick
batter then pour over casserole mix

Bake at 375°F 190°C Mark 5 until risen and
colouring

20 - July 2026



| am very reliable and have lots of experience with children - | volunteer with the Beaver

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Hi,  am Rosa and | am nearly 16 years old.

| am available for babysitting in Scrooby, Ranskill and Torworth. | can work
evenings and weekends and in August | can help over the summer

holidays.

group and have done lots of babysitting.
Ring me or text :- 07778 971063

' =

W. H. OTTLEY

LTD.
www.whottley.co.uk
Blyth Road, Ranskill
Telephone 01777
818621
Suppliers of all NEW SALON BASED IN
SCROOBY.
animal feeds.
OFFERING MANICURES,
Pet fOOdS. POLYGEL NAILS, PEDICURES, |
BUILDER GEL, ACRYLIC, GEL
Seed Corn.

POLISH, NAIL ART, HD BROWS

AND LVL LASHES.

Opening hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am-1 pm
(4 -y k—rf/,’a,
'l A

Fertilisers.

Bedding.

L
OWNED BY JESSICA HARRISON -
PREVIOUS OWNER OF 2
MUTLIPLE AWARD WINNING

NAIL SALONS WITH OVER 10
YEARS INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE.

THEAPOTHECARYRETREAT.CO.UK
07778054589

07930 810762
+ + Domestic cleaning
+ Weekly or fortnightly
cleans

SPARKI.E One-off cIIeans
& SHINE Office cleans

Friendly and professional, fully insured, Bawtry and
surrounding areas

Pet Services

Buddy & Co
Torworth
07720288002

buddyandco.pets@gmail.com




EST. 1780

JONES & CO

FREE

Harworth office  Monday 4.30pm - 5.30pm

Retford office Tuesday 4.30pm - 5.30pm

Bawtry office Wednesday 4.30pm - 5.30pm

Ollerton office Thursday 4,30pm - 5.30pm

EST. 1780

JONES&CO
SOLICITORS

Qur experienced team can help you with a wide range of lagal issues
Call into any of our offices, or pick up the phone and we will be happy to help.

Retford
01777 703 827

Find out more at
www.jonessolicitors.co.uk

Harworth
01302 217 970

Ollerton
01623 860 581

Bawtry
01302 710 555

f Jones & Co Solicitors @jones_solicitor

© @jonesandcosolicitors

Mobile Foot Health
Practitioner
Nina Shirtliff Dip CFHP

v Corns and callus
v'Nail cutting

v Fungal infection

v’ Diabetic foot care
¥ Verrucas

v’ Athlete's foot

v Ingrowing toenails

Q& 07731 802972
M Nina_loscalzo@hotmail.com

HOME HELP CARE

Advanced healthcare
assistant.
| care for your loved
ones like they are my
own.

14 years’ experience.
DBS checked.
Insured.
julie.longden@outlook.com
07557 523496
(Ranskill)

Let me help you care for

your loved one.

BLUEBELL GARDENING
SERVICES

Regular/One off work

Weéding
Lawns Mowed/Turf Laid
Pruning
Garden Clearance
Fencing

End of Tenancy

al
canues Hedge Cuts

Small Landscaping




ABRIDGED DRAFT MINUTES OF SCROOBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 13 April 2026 in the Scrooby Village Hall

1. Present : Chair Stephen Cordery,
Elaine Gargett, Lindsey Buxton, Jean
Ogden, Sandra Withington, Terry
Goldsmith, Dan Blount, Tony Smith
(Clerk & Treasurer), Parishioners /
Public present: E Marshall.

2. Apologies : County Clir Mike Robert-
son, District Councillor Jack Bowker.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting.
Minutes were accepted, No correc-
tions - Proposed by Elaine Gargett,
Seconded by Lindsey Buxton.

3.1 Confirmation of last meeting’s
action points Completed or ongo-
ing listed, but: Procurement Thresh-
olds updates are carried forward, as
are the Parish Key and Equipment
Register, New Model Financial Regu-
lations review, Websites, Church
Clock, Re-establish contact with
BCVS and follow up on the Jazz
Event, Gardening Club to work on the
Whinze Himalayan Balsam weed and
a litter bin on Gibbet Hill Lane.

4. Agenda

4.1 Confirmation of Agenda Items — 3
noted. (See below).

4.2 Public Discussion — The items
raised by Ed Marshall are docu-
mented below.

5. Correspondence: The usual number
of notices, e-mails and letters had
been received over the last month
and were listed before the meeting.
Those of note: Waste Bin SCAM and
Simpler Recycling..

5.8 It was agreed that local businesses
would not be allowed to advertise on
the Village Noticeboards but encour-
aged to use The STAR.

6. District and County Councillor's
Report
County Councillor — No report.
District Councillor Jack Bowker — No
Report, but in his absence to be con-
tacted about road sweeping in the

village.

Also to assist, the letter being received
(but not in all cases) about the Black
(Glass) bins is to be placed on the
website.

7. Finance Report
7.1 The Treasurer presented his re-

port, which included Village Hall costs
and salaries and grass cutting. It was
noted this report would be that for the
Annual Accounts basis. Full details of
the report can always be viewed at-
www.scrooby.net.

7.2. Other activities: As per the action
points last meeting. Also Bleed Kits
would be added to the Defibrillator set
and funding sources identified from
attendance at a recent course.

7.2.3 The funding from Tesco Worksop
was successful, the money is here and
plans for spending it in hand.

7.2.5 The Annual Accounts process
has started, public viewing will be avail-
able after audit.

8. Police Report

Local PCSO. Tel: 07525 989445, did not
attend. PCSO continues to be request-
ed to attend.

The PC does not get regular crime sta-
tistics, the police have identified a web
site that shows them.

9. Planning & Neighbourhood Plan

9.2 Planning issues: New Applica-
tions: 26/00346/0OUT, Sheepcote
House additional access onto Low
Road. Traffic issues identified, the PC
will respond at the correct time after
reviewing the application detail.
Existing Applications: 24/01434/FUL
Caravan Site: 24/01380/01381/COU
Holmefield Barn conversion.

9.3 Others: Our own SNAP plan restart
in progress, public meeting to be or-
ganised.

10. Play Area

The Rope Climbing Frame has been




removed, ongoing work on the ground
cover in progress.

11. Village Hall

11.1 Village Hall Operations: The hall
is in good use, operating well. Village
Hall rents are to rise significantly and
an online booking system is under in-
vestigation.

11.1.4 The Society of Mayflower De-
scendants in Europe conference in the
Scrooby V Hall on 4™ July. County and
District involvement still sought.

12. Village Environment

12.0 Noted the 5 sets of roadwork no-
tices

12.0.4 Village Hedges, the Great North
Road footpath continues.

12.1 Grass Cutting, continues, next on
15" April.

12.2 The development of The Whinze
and Gibbet Hill Common — The repair
to the Bug Hotel information board is

in hand.

12.6 St Wilfred’s bell repairs — our as-
sistance is ongoing, including joining a
group.

12.9 The Station Road Level Crossing,
was closed with no notice citing
“safety and abuse of” issues. Re-
quests for information and action from
Notts CC and Network Rail have been
placed but not responded to as yet.

14. Items for Information Only / Next
Agenda

14.1 The next meeting in May is our

AGM, all are welcome.

All minutes from Scrooby Parish Council
meetings are always published after ac-
ceptance at www.scrooby.net
Next meeting, including the Annual
General Meeting to be held on Mon-
day, 11" May 2026, starting with the
AGM at 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall.

The SCROOBY Parish Council
This Month’s Issues for you to note or muse:
Stay Safe, Stay Well

Criminal activity? If life threatening call 999,
else 101 If concerned contact your Parish Coun-
cillor.

Need to book the Village Hall for a party or
such, call or WhatsApp lzzi Marshall on 07776
304336

Watch out there is a SCAM about...

And a Thief !!

SLOW DOWN on Chapel Lane and all the
Village Roads. Report incidents of dangerous or
inconsiderate driving in Scrooby to the Police.

And please do NOT park on the Croft, Sta-
tion Road.

Look at the Noticeboard / Information Hub
(Chapel Lane) / Scrooby.net website for all the
latest information and consultations. And for
information from Notts CC and Bassetlaw DC

Use the “MyNotts” smartphone app !!!!

Do you know why the Station Road Level
Crossing was closed??? Can you help with his-
torical records that prove it is a Bridle Path?

The Village Hall sessions on Tuesdays continue,
as do the Bassetlaw Mobile Community Shop on
Mondays.

PLEASE follow the procedure for using the De-
fibrillator, Call 999 first.

Dogs and cars are NOT allowed on the Croft or
in the Village Hall, unless an organised dog
event, PLEASE CLEAR YOUR DOG ‘PO0O’, includ-
ing the Whinze !

Was your Black wheelie bin full? It is for glass
BUT will not be next emptied until June 2026
and every 6 weeks after that. Can you last that
long???

Would you like any basic First Aid / CPR train-
ing?

Be warned SNAP is coming back (The Scrooby
Neighbourhood Action Plan), to get it over the
finish line.




Kevin Fletcher

Financial ManagemenQ

Fully Qualified Independent Financial Adviser
Over 40 years Experience

Would you like peace of mind to ensure you are on track for your retirement?

Are you concerned about your lump sum(s) or savings not working hard enough?

Contact me to arrange your FREE initial no obligation meeting

* Review existing Personal Pension Plans * New Personal Pension Plans

¢ Tax Efficient Lump Sums ¢ Planning for Retirement

e Family Protection e Critical lllness and Income Protection
e Mortgages e Inheritance Tax Planning

CALL 01777 816438 or 07957 170415

Paddock View, Folly Nook Lane, Ranskill, Retford DN22 8NQ
fletcher.kevin@talk21.com ® www.kffinancial.co.uk

Pete’s
Gardening
Services

Message:
07544768510
® Torworth
© peterpeterandrew
@outlook.com

WE CLEAN &
wWindows Y

Gutters and Fascias
Conservatories
Solar Panels

Farm crops weeded
Ragwort removed

- 5 A Weed control

work is carried out to a very high .
standard and customer satisfaction EDWARDS Shed and fence painted
Is guaranteed PROPERTY Grass cutﬁng

We use deionizing water .
cleaning technology for a R MAI?TEN_IA_NlCtE HEdge cutting
lasting gleaming finish © enova_ ion e loi e S
Choose from fortnightly . & Fenc[ng_- Floo_r!ng
or monthly cleaning » Kitchen Fitting » Tiling
call 07517 159460 e Bathroom Renovation
for a free quotation * Property Maintenance

We're now accepting customers!




Chris Ceaser Photography - Open Studio Days 2026

10am - 4pm on the dates shown below. Viewings also available by appointment.

28 June 4 October
19 July 22 November -
23 August 13 December A
13 September

Chris has been a professional landscape photographer
for the past 20 years. His work has been exhibitied across
the country and, after running his gallery in the heart
of York for 10 years, he now works out of his new studios here
in Scrooby.

Fine Art Photography
All work is printed on the very same paper stock that was used |
by some of the world’s finest artists, such as
Van Gogh, Cezanne, Monet, Picasso & Chagal.
The prints on these pure cotton papers are fully archival,
being colourfast for up to 200 years behind glass.

Photography Workshops
Chris has been running 1-2-1 and small group workshops
for over 17 years. Suited to all abilities, Chris will work
with you at your own pace and there is lots of personal
attention throughout. Max 4 photographers per course!

Greetings Cards
Chris runs a range of over 300 card designs, all printed on

beautiful 350gsm silk art board . These cards will be on show
throughout the weekend.

Visit the website for more information. www.chrisceaser.co.uk

Chris Ceaser Photography " Photography Workshops
Ryton Studios, Ryton House Y ; - _ 1,4,5 & 7 days
Chapel Lane, Scrooby DN10 6AE  NENY X W) Uk, Venice, Prague, Rome

email: info@chrisceaser.co.uk 5 Y Museum Grade Prints
web: www.chrisceaser.co.uk - I Wall Art Panels
mobile: 07920 044094 8" g Greetings Cards




ABRIDGED DRAFT MINUTES OF SCROOBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 11th May 2026 in the Scrooby Village Hall

1. Present : Chair Elaine Gargett, Lindsey
Buxton, Terry Goldsmith, Dan Blount,
Tony Smith (Clerk & Treasurer), Parish-
ioners / Public present: A Goldsmith, M
Pollard, E Marshall.

2. Apologies: Stephen Cordery, Jean Og-
den, Sandra Withington, County Clir Mike
Robertson, District Councillor Jack Bowk-
er.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting. Minutes
were accepted, No corrections - Pro-
posed by Lindsey Buxton, Seconded by
Dan Blount.

3.1 Confirmation of last meeting’s action
points Completed or ongoing listed,
but: Procurement Thresholds updates
are carried forward, as are the Parish
Key and Equipment Register, New Model
Financial Regulations review, Websites,
Church Clock, Gardening Club to work
on the Whinze Himalayan Balsam weed,
a litter bin on Gibbet Hill Lane, replace
the Noticeboards, install Bleed Kits in the
Defib box, chase the responses form
Network Rail and Notts CC re. the clo-
sure of the Station Road crossing.

4. Agenda

4.1 Confirmation of Agenda ltems — 1
agreed, 1 noted. (See below).

4.2 Public Discussion — The items raised
by Ed Marshall and Matt Pollard are doc-
umented below.

However, A Goldsmith brought up the
question of whether the Scrooby Show
could continue if it had to have a Street
Traders licence, or should it be brought
into the control of the PC. This was dis-
cussed at length and an action plan
made to try to resolve the issue before
the future of the Show is jeopardised.

5. Correspondence: The usual number of
notices, e-mails and letters had been
received over the last month and were
listed before the meeting. Those of note:
Consumer advice and SCAMs, and the
Black Bins for glass recycling.

5.9 In invitation has been received from the
TV show “The Repair Show” focussing
on old PC items in need of repair.

6. District and County Councillor's Re-

port

County Councillor — No report. District
Councillor Jack Bowker — No Report. As
both had been unable to attend.

7. Finance Report

7.1 The Treasurer presented his report,
which included Village Hall costs, grass
cutting and the Parish Insurance.

Full details of the report can always be
viewed at www.scrooby.net.

7.2. Other activities: As per the action
points last meeting. Also new notice-
boards and a repaint of the Defib cabinet.

7.2.3 The funding from Tesco Worksop
was successful, the money is here and
plans for spending it start in July

7.2.4 The parish council insurance renew-
al has been agreed and made.

7.2.5 The Annual Accounts process has
completed, public viewing will be availa-
ble before the June date required.

8. Police Report

Local PCSO. Tel: 07525 989445, did not
attend. PCSO continues to be requested
to attend.

The police web site that shows crime statis-
tics was presented, along with access.

9. Planning & Neighbourhood Plan

9.2 Planning issues: New Applications -
None.

Existing Applications:

26/00346/0OUT, Sheepcote House:
24/01434/FUL Caravan Site, Granted:
24/01380/01381/COU Holmefield Barn
conversion.

9.3 Others: Our own SNAP plan restart in
progress, public meeting still to be organ-
ised.

10. Play Area

The Rope Climbing Frame work on the
ground cover in progress with an different
option under investigation.

11. Village Hall

11.1 Village Hall Operations: The hall is in
good use, operating well. Village Hall
rents have been increased and increased
focus on presence, advertising and com-
munications (phone and email) being put
in place.



11.1.4 The Society of Mayflower Descend-
ants in Europe conference in the Scrooby
V Hall on 4" July. The PC will be invited
to a lunch at the time.

12. Village Environment

12.0 Noted — None

12.0.1 A request from the Gardening Club
for a kerb on Manor Road was met with
sympathy but knowing the rules, the PC
can only support and direct request to
Highways.

12.0.4 Village Hedges, the Great North
Road footpath continues.

12.1 Grass Cutting, continues.

12.2 The development of The Whinze and
Gibbet Hill Common — The repair to the
Bug Hotel information board is in hand,
and weed spraying volunteers are being
sought.

12.6 St Wilfred’s bell repairs — following
clarification of the position, our assis-
tance is ongoing, including joining a
group.

12.9 The Station Road Level Crossing

closure. Matt had joined the meeting to
ask a number of questions, give some
knowledge and ask for assistance to get
the crossing re-opened. After a long dis-
cussion the PC stated it will help and ac-
tioned an number of items to try to find
out information, reasons, and ways to
help reopen it. A PC working party has
been created with Dan Blount leading for
the PC. Remembering the recent tragic
death of someone near that crossing no
information or report has been published
and rumoured causes remain hearsay.

14. Items for Information Only / Next
Agenda

14.1 None.

All minutes from Scrooby Parish Council
meetings are always published after ac-

ceptance at www.scrooby.net

Next meeting to be held on Monday 8™
June 2026 at 7.30 pm in the Village
Hall.

The SCROOBY Parish Council
This Month’s Issues for you to note or muse:
Stay Safe, Stay Well

Criminal activity? If life threatening call 999,
else 101 If concerned contact your Parish Coun-
cillor.

Need to book the Village Hall for a party or
such, call or WhatsApp lzzi Marshall on 07776
304336

Watch out there is a SCAM about...

And a Thief !!

SLOW DOWN on Chapel Lane and all the
Village Roads. Report incidents of dangerous or
inconsiderate driving in Scrooby to the Police.

And please do NOT park on the Croft, Sta-
tion Road.

Look at the Noticeboard / Information Hub
(Chapel Lane) / Scrooby.net website for all the
latest information and consultations. And for
information from Notts CC and Bassetlaw DC

Use the “MyNotts” smartphone app !!!!

Do you know why the Station Road Level
Crossing was closed??? Can you help with his-
torical records that prove it is a Bridle Path?

The Village Hall sessions on Tuesdays continue,
as do the Bassetlaw Mobile Community Shop on
Mondays.

PLEASE follow the procedure for using the De-
fibrillator, Call 999 first.

Dogs and cars are NOT allowed on the Croft or
in the Village Hall, unless an organised dog
event, PLEASE CLEAR YOUR DOG ‘PO0O’, includ-
ing the Whinze !

Was your Black wheelie bin full? It is for glass
BUT will not be next emptied until June 2026
and every 6 weeks after that. Can you last that
long???

Would you like any basic First Aid / CPR train-
ing?

Be warned SNAP is coming back (The Scrooby
Neighbourhood Action Plan), to get it over the
finish line.




SCROOBY
SHOW

w
- Opensat 1pm on the Croft

§aturday 5th'§eptember, 2026

Stalls and events include - Cake Stall, Jam and Pickle
Stall, Sweet Stall, Plant Stall, Knitting and Stitching
Stall, Church Tombola, Grand Raffle, Candles, Sweets,
Craft Stall, Local Produce Stall, Pet Show, Tug-of-War,
Children’s Races, and Face Painting.

BBQ and Bar

Show competition open to all -
Vegetables, fruit, flowers, culinary, art and craft,
children’s.

SHOW COMPETITION ENTRY FORMS FROM -
www.scrooby.net



It mayfeel like you
have a mountain to
climb?

W.E Pinder & Son will help to navigate
you through this challenging time.

We are an independent, family run
business, and we treat each funeral
as a specific, unique, event.

Forfurther details, telephone:
01302 710285
_or visit our website:
.wepinder.com




MINUTES OF THE TORWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD:
SCROOBY VILLAGE HALL - Monday May 18th, 2026 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Chair: C. Willis

Vice-Chair: J Helliwell
Councillors: R. Willis, D Lacey
District Councillor: A McCallum
Members of the public: 2

1. Chairman’s Annual Report

The Chairman presented the following
report, which was received and noted:

As Chair of Torworth Parish Council, |
am pleased to present this Annual Re-
port for 2025-2026, reflecting on anoth-
er year of service to our village commu-
nity. Over the past year, the Parish
Council has continued to work diligently
on behalf of residents, striving to main-
tain and improve local amenities, repre-
sent community interests and address
the issues that matter most to those
who live and work in Torworth.

This year has brought both progress
and ongoing challenges. While we have
continued to support village mainte-
nance, environmental stewardship and
local governance, persistent concerns
remain regarding littering and fly-
tipping along our roads and surround-
ing rural areas. These problems not on-
ly damage the appearance of our par-
ish, but also negatively impact local
wildlife, road safety and community
pride.

The Parish Council regularly receives

concerns from residents regarding rub-
bish accumulation along verges, discard-
ed waste and repeated fly-tipping inci-
dents. While we advocate for cleaner
roads and support volunteer clean-up
efforts where possible, it is important to
emphasize that the Parish Council has
very limited statutory power to directly
manage or enforce against these issues.

Responsibility for waste enforcement,
clean-up operations and fly-tipping
prosecution primarily reside with
Bassetlaw District Council, alongside
relevant highways and environmental
authorities. This division of responsibil-
ity can often lead to understandable
frustration among residents, as the Par-
ish Council is frequently seen as the first
point of contact despite lacking the legal
authority or resources to resolve these
matters independently.

For the upcoming year, we will continue
to:

. Report incidents promptly to the
appropriate authorities

o Press for more effective respons-
es from Bassetlaw District Council

. Continue to have our village war-
den litter pick the area each month

. Support local efforts to clean-up
our roads safely

o Encourage resident vigilance and
reporting



However, meaningful long-term pro-
gress will require stronger enforcement
and greater resource allocation at dis-
trict level.

Despite these limitations, the Parish
Council has continued to make positive
contributions throughout the year, in-
cluding:

o Ongoing maintenance and over-
sight of village green spaces, play areas
and public assets

o Management of parish finances
with care and responsibility

o Continued review of planning
matters affecting the village and sur-
rounding landscape

. Work towards preserving Tor-
worth’s rural character while respond-
ing to regional development pressures

The Council has also navigated another
year of high councillor vacancies. Main-
taining strong local representation re-
mains essential, and | would encourage
residents with an interest in serving the
community to consider involvement in
parish governance.

As we move forward into the coming
year, Torworth Parish Council remains
committed to advocating for our resi-
dents, improving village life and work-
ing collaboratively with district and
county authorities. Alongside ongoing
environmental concerns, strategic plan-
ning matters are also likely to play an
increasingly significant role in the
parish’s future: the proposed solar pan-
el development in the wider area is ex-

pected to be a major issue moving for-
ward.

This large-scale proposal has raised un-
derstandable questions regarding its
potential impact on the surrounding
agricultural landscape, infrastructure
and long-term community identity. Alt-
hough renewable energy forms an im-
portant part of wider national policy, it
is essential that local voices are proper-
ly represented and that any major de-
velopment is subject to careful scrutiny.

The Parish Council will continue to en-
gage fully with all relevant consulta-
tions, represent resident concerns and
work to ensure that Torworth’s inter-
ests remain central throughout the
planning process. Addressing both im-
mediate community challenges and
longer-term strategic developments will
remain key priorities as we work to
safeguard the future character and
wellbeing of our parish.

| would like to extend my sincere thanks
to my fellow Parish Councillors for their
dedication and service, our Parish Clerk
for continued administrative support,
local volunteers and residents who con-
tribute to village life and to our commu-
nity partners and external authorities
working with us. Together, we continue
to strive for a cleaner, safer and strong-
er Torworth.

Dr. Christina Willis

Chair Torworth Parish Council



Scouts "%"

2nd Ranskill

Thank You From All of Us

A message from 2nd Ranskill Scout Group

Squirrels BEAVERS ca b )§ SCOUTS £xPLORERS

e e e > :
One of our young climbers scaling the wall — part of our epic Ben Nevis challenge.

98x £4,000+

climbs up & down the wall raised for the group

We just wanted to say a huge thank you to our local community for all your support with our Ben Nevis
challenge.

Together, our young people, their families, and our brilliant local businesses helped us complete an
incredible 98 climbs up and down the wall — the equivalent of conquering Ben Nevis. Thanks to your
kindness and generosity, we raised over £4,000 for the group. That is a truly remarkable amount that
will make a real difference, creating even more opportunities and experiences for our young people in
the months ahead.

Across all our sections — Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers — there is a real sense of
pride at what we achieved together. We have a busy and exciting summer ahead, including sailing,
kayaking, raft building, and our AGM.

Your support helps us keep going, grow what we do, and give our young people memories they will
carry with them for years to come.

A heartfelt thank you to our local businesses whose generous sponsorship made this challenge
possible — your belief in what we do means the world to us.

Thank you — from every Squirrel, Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer at 2nd Ranskill.

scouts.org.uk | 2nd Ranskill Scout Group



Open Monday to Friday
8.45am to 3.30pm, term time only.

\ o ’ Ranskill Primary School is a ‘Take
- Y “-s Care’ school, where we take care of
EAN VVVYVV‘( 7% ourselves, each other, the world and
4 Ve N with our work. For more information
L] please take a look at our school
. website:
e https://www.ranskillprimary.co.uk

’ Our aims
Provide every child with a quality
early childhood experience.
Create a happy place for your
children where they are able to
learn.
Create a safe, nurturing and
developmentally appropriate
environment which fosters individual
needs.
Promote independence from a young
age to make sure that your children
are school ready.

Develop good relationships with each
child and parent based on open
communication and mutual respect.
Develop a positive outlook towards
school, a better appreciation of the
world around them and acquire a
lifelong love for learning.

For further information please call the school office on 01777 818468 Spaces available! To register
or email administration@ranskill.notts.sch.uk your child call today!

Scrooby Village Hall
The hall is now available for business
meetings and parties.
o Fully equipped kitchen with
crockery for up to 60 people.
e Wi-Fi, Audio-visual equipment,
= screen and 4K projector.

e French doors from hall opening
onto attractive patio and village
green.

e Barbeque

e Disabled access and toilet

¢ Competitive rates -
Hourly £15
Scrooby Villagers £12
Regular Users - negotiate

Ring lzzi to book on 01302 719090
or 07776 304336 (WhatsApp OK.)




MINUTES of the RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at the BOWLS CLUB, STATION ROAD
MONDAY 13TH APRIL 2026 at 7:30pm

Present:

Chair: D. Simpson

Councillors: J. Elliott, P. Brown, M. Pryce

D. Clir: Absent

C. ClIr: Absent

Clerk: B. Kinsey

Members of the public: No resident attend-
ed.

01/0426: Apologies for absence: Clir J. Peel,
L. Shaw

02/0426: Declaration of member’s interest
in any item to be discussed

None.

03/0426: To Adjourn to Allow Public Partici-
pation

None.

04/0426: Minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on the 11th of March 2026
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on the 11th of March 2026 were agreed
as a true record and signed by the Chair.
05/0426: County Councillor and District
Councillor Reports

a. District Councillor

It was noted that since election the D. ClIr
has only attended meetings in July and No-
vember 2025.

b. County Councillor

Absent

06/0426: Crime and Policing

The latest available figure is 3 crimes in Janu-
ary, an average of 5.3 for 2025, compared
with 9.1 for the previous year.

07/0426: Highways and Traffic

The large pothole at the junction of Matter-

sey Road and Great North Road has been par-
tially repaired twice and still not properly. It’s
difficult to understand why the repair was not
effected in one operation.

08/046: Finance

a. To approve the bank reconciliation and
accounts as at 31st March 2026

Summary year end accounts and bank recon-
ciliation were approved, the PC ended the
year with £118,557.96 in the bank, having just
received a further CIL payment of £41,123.22
in March. Total ring fenced funds are
£50,413, with £102,341.29 invested in short
term high interest bearing accounts. Proposed
by ClIr Elliott and seconded by Clir Pryce. Car-
ried.

b. To consider the year end accounts and
comparison to budget

Actual income was £654 over budget and
expenditure £2,846 below budget. Over and
above the precept,

£49,073 was received in CIL and grants and
£55,215 was spent on projects attributed to
CIL funds. In addition, £4,743 was generated
in interest income. The valuation of assets
was revised to £71,051, reflecting the value of
new playground equipment and solar lighting
at cost.

09/0426: Planning

a. To consider new planning applications re-
ceived as at 13th April 2026

One new application has been received,

26 /00289/HSE, two storey side extension at 2
Cherry Tree Walk for which Clirs had no objec-
tions.



b. Updates on existing planning applications
and other planning issues.

It was noted that a stop and enforcement
notice has been issued to land south of
Millgrove Farm, Mattersey Road for the im-
portation and deposit of waste without plan-
ning permission.

10/0426: Amenities and Facilities

a. To consider the playground safety reports
The March sheet showed no new issues, April
report not yet received.

b. To consider the installation of bleed kits in
defibrillator cabinets

We have been approached by the East Mid-
lands Ambulance Service to offer bleed kits,
which can be stored in defibrillator units.
EMAS would provide supply, delivery and
maintenance. It’s unclear who provides the
kit and the cost, the Clerk will clarify.

c. Car parking for the school

This remains an issue, despite notices being
placed on vehicles parked in an inconsiderate
manner. In the first instance we want to en-
courage the use of the car park owned by
RPC, just a short distance from the school.
The clerk will obtain a price to clear vegeta-
tion. The police will be invited to attend at
the appropriate time and BDC contacted to
try to engage with parents parking on the
green.

d. Update on the path lighting project for
Oaks Green Close and Jubilee Way

The lighting is now fully installed and work-
ing.

e. Update on the Christmas lights display
project

An electric supply is now installed on both
trees. A price for low voltage bulbs has been

obtained from the lighting supplier and a tree
surgeon to install the strings. Total cost for
the project about £4k. The Clerk will check
stock with the lighting supplier and order as
quoted. The tree surgeon will be contacted to
arrange an appropriate display for the branch
wrapping.

f. To consider a complaint from a resident
regarding an overhanging tree. A London
Plane covered by a TPO has been the subject
of a complaint. We obtained a professional
report from a tree surgeon. The tree was
found to be in good condition, acceptable risk
rating and no works required. We will report
the findings to the resident.

11/0426: Co-option of Additional Councillors
The PC requests any resident who is interest-
ed to contact the Clerk.

12/0426: Correspondence and Other Items of
Interest

Zurich has just submitted their price for the
PC policy for the coming year with an increase
of 32% on last year’s premium. The company
states increased values and replacement costs
and higher premiums in the market. They
state that this is the best premium on our
terms. It was resolved to accept the policy but
review

the market next year. Carried.

13/0426: Information to be Forwarded to the
Next Meeting

None.

14/0426: Agree Dates for the Next Parish
Council Meetings

The next meeting is the 13th of May 2026.
Signed as a true record: -



RANSKILL BOWLS CLUB
We are currently looking for new members to join us.

We are YOUR village Crown Green Bowling Club.

It was good to see you all at the Ranskill and Torworth Festival. If you enjoy having a go, why not
come round to the club on Station Road and have another go! You are welcome to come and join
us. Club (In house) league games Thursday evenings from 6pm, and cup matches on Saturdays
from 5pm. If you can’t make those we can arrange other sessions. For more details contact
Simon on 07876 285593. Our pavilion is also available to hire (would suit small Funeral Teas /
Baptism parties)

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP | IR I I E LI EIEYRGR | P. Clay Fabrications

Open fires and stoves swept Buy with confidence
from a local BRAMM

it
{3
+7

Chimney cowls and cages fitted "
. R approved family nan ARAARARAA
Certificates issued business. M ! t H Mij ; ; 1 1 i | w 1 |
Fully insured Large showroom. I I
For a prompt and friendly Free colour brochures. Quality Gates & Railings made to measure

Renovation and safety

service that’s clean and tidy. specialists. Manual or Automated

. Security Grilles - Weather Vanes
Call Nigel on:

6 Churchgate » Retford www.pclayfabrications.co.uk
07901935230 Tel: 01777 705673 01427 890482 or 07813 836728

email: retfordmemorials@gmail.com

% NOttinghamSh.ire delivered by ‘ u I n S pl re

County Council o.s

THE MOBILE LIBRARY

Will visit the villages on the following dates:
Ranskill and Torworth—Friday, July 3rd & 31st

Culture | Learning | Libraries

Ranskill -
Grange Cottage-Blyth Road  10.25-10.35 Station Road No 7 12.20-12.30
Whitton Close 10.40- 10.55 Station Avenue No 57 13.40-14.00
Arundel Drive / Oaks Close 11.00-11.40 Torworth Holds Lane 14.10 - 14.25
Arundel Drive No 38 11.45-12.15 Torworth Underwood Ave 14.30- 14.50
Scrooby - Tuesday July 14th
Station Road / Low Road 14.45 - 15.15

For information about requested titles or particular items of stock, please
contact: 01909 535353. email: worksop.library@inspireculture.org.uk




ONE TEAM. ONE VISION. ONE PERFECT RENOVATION.
[ < | |

END TO END PROJECT MANAGEMENT

STRIP-OUT e ELECTRICAL ¢ PLUMBING ¢ PLASTERING ¢ JOINERY e KITCHEN SUPPLY
* KITCHEN FITTING ¢ PAINTING ¢ DECORATING e TILING ¢ FLOORING

SCAN ME

MY HOME
SHEFFIELD

POWERED BY Platinum

PROUDLY SERVING SHEFFIELD AND SURROUNDING AREAS
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MINUTES of the RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at the BOWLS CLUB, STATION ROAD
WEDNESDAY 14th MAY 2026 at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Chair: D. Simpson

Councillors: L. Shaw, M. Pryce, J. Elliott, A.
Garner

Clerk: B. Kinsey

Members of the public: There were no
members of the public attending.
01/0526: ELECTION OF CHAIR

Cllr Garner proposed Cllr Simpson as Chair.
Seconded ClIr Pryce. Carried.

02/0526: ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

Clir Pryce proposed Clir Shaw as Vice Chair.
Seconded ClIr Garner. Carried.

03/0526: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Clirs J. Peel, P. Brown, D. Cllr A. McCallum,
C. Clir M. Robertson

04/0526: TO RECORD DECLARATIONS OF
INTEREST FROM MEMBERS IN ANY ITEM
TO BE DISCUSSED

None

05/0526: TO ADJOURN TO ALLOW PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION

No residents attended the meeting.
06/0526: ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO SUB-
COMMITTEES

Joint Burial Committee

Cllrs Simpson, Pryce, Brown and Elliott were
appointed.

Bassetlaw Forum

Clir Simpson agreed to continue as our
representative.

07/0526: ELECTION OF MEMBERS WITH
SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES

Planning: ClIr Simpson

Finance: Cllr Shaw

Playground: Clirs Pryce and Elliott

Floral displays: Clir Peel

08/0526: MINUTES OF THE PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15TH APRIL
2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th
April 2026 were agreed as a true record and
signed by the Chair.
09/0526: COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
District Councillor: absent, but provided the
following written report: -
1. lllegal tipping at Deepwater fisheries.
On December 10th 2025 the site was visited
with the police and an interim notice was
issued to stop further operations on the
site. This has now been superseded by a full
enforcement notice by Notts County
Council.
There is now an ongoing criminal
investigation into the illegal disposal of
waste at the site so the authorities are
unable to comment further at this stage.
Additional evidence is welcome from any
members of the parish or public that they
can provide.
2.Dumped Van on Station Avenue.
| went to have a look and unfortunately the
van is still there. | have spoken to the owner
a Mr Hempshaw who lives in the house in
front of the van and he assures me he will
remove in the next month.
3.Parking outside the school gates blocking
driveways during drop off and pick up times.
| am due to have a meeting with the head
mistress Mrs Beesley hopefully sometime
this week. One of the local residents has
even offered a skip to help clear the
vegetation on the nearby car park, due to
his driveway being repeatedly blocked.
4. New Lorry/Bus park
| have spoken to the landowner Scott Marsh
and he assures me that this really is a small
operation with significantly less traffic than
previously with Fletchers skips operating



who have now ceased their activities. | am

told the company operating on the site

Golden Coaches Ltd are in the process of

change of use for the operator’s license

which involves a change of address to the

premises on Common Lane from their

existing address. Once this is finalised then

they will look to apply for planning

permission.

5.Rubbish bins at the play park and on the

Daneshill Road site not emptied

These have now been emptied and the

rubbish cleared from the playing field. The

2nd Ranskill Scouts group are kindly litter

picking Thursday evening in Ranskill and

Scrooby Top, where | hope to meet them.

County Councillor: absent

10/0526: CRIME AND POLICING

The latest crime figures for March are

reported as 5, average for the year to date

4.7 compared to 5.3/month for the previous

year.

11/0526: HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC

Hedge trimming by local farmers needs to

be improved.

12/0526: FINANCE

To approve the Bank Reconciliation and
Accounts as at 30th April 2026.

It was resolved that the month’s accounts

were approved. Carried.

To receive the Internal Auditor’s report.

It was resolved to approve accounts for the

year end ended 31st March 2026. Carried.

To approve the Annual Governance
Statement and the Annual Accounting
Statement 2025-26.

The statements were reviewed, approved

and signed by the Chair. Proposed Clir

Elliott, seconded Clir Pryce. Carried.

13/0526: PLANNING

To consider new planning applications
received as at 13th May 2026

One new application, 26/00475/HSE Joseph

House, Great North Road, single storey side

extension has been received. Councillors

had no objection.
b. Updates on existing planning
applications and other planning issues
It was noted that a notification of a
community consultation, just published,
regarding proposed extensions to Scrooby
Quarry will be held on the 26th of June. To
be discussed at the next PC meeting.
14/0526: AMENITIES AND FACILITIES
To consider the playground monthly safety
report
The May BDC report has been received,
with no highlighted safety concerns.
To consider car parking issues at the school
Concerns are being raised regarding
inconsiderate parking, up to 38 vehicles
have been seen parked on the grass verge,
double parked and blocking dropped kerbs
in front of resident’s houses. The PC will be
making available its car park on Station
Avenue, however this is insufficient for a
large volume. To take forward in
conjunction with the school, BDC parking
enforcement and the police if necessary.
Update on the Christmas lights display
project
Further consultation with the tree surgeon
has taken place. It was resolved to order the
warm led lighting as agreed with tree and
branch wrapping. The Clerk will take order
the lighting whilst in stock.
15/0526: CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER
ITEMS OF INTEREST
None.
16/0526: INFORMATION TO BE
FORWARDED TO THE NEXT MEETING
Community consultation for the extension
to Scrooby Quarry.
17/0526: AGREE A DATE FOR THE NEXT
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
10th June 2026.

Signed as a true record: -
Chair: D. Simpson



TUESDAYS SCROOBY

1.30PM VILLAGE HALL
ONWARDS LOW ROAD, SCROOBY,

DN10 6AJ




Become a Parish Councillor

PARISH COUNCILLOR - VACANCIES

* Do you have a few spare hours per month?

* Do you want to be involved with your community?

* Do you want to help shape the village?

e |f yes, then apply to become a Parish Councillor.

Two vacancies exist on the Parish Council. If you would like to become more
involved with your community by serving as a councillor, please apply by
email to the Clerk providing brief background details and stating why you’d
like to join the Council.

If you require any further information, please contact the Clerk to the
Council, Bryn Kinsey

Please also see our website for more information:
www.ranskillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Email: clerk@ranskillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tel: 07305 129849
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MINUTES of the ANNUAL RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at the BOWLS CLUB, STATION ROAD
WEDNESDAY 13th MAY 2026 at 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Chair: D. Simpson

Councillors: L. Shaw, M. Pryce, A. Garner, J.
Elliott

Clerk: B. Kinsey

Members of the public: There were no
members of the public attending.
01/0526APM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Clirs P. Brown, J. Peel. D. Cllr A. McCallum,
C. Cllr M. Robertson

02/0526APM DECLARATIONS OF
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS: None
03/0526APM: CHAIR’S REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2026

Over the past 12 months the Parish Council
has completed or significantly progressed a
couple of major projects.

The refurbishment of the play equipment in
the village park has begun with the
installation of the new tree climber last
autumn followed by the new climbing wall
earlier this year. Both have proved to be
extremely popular and will hopefully be
well used for many years.

The solar lighting projects along the Jubilee
Pathway and the green on Oakes Close have
finally been completed following some
issues with incorrect parts from the
suppliers and the feedback received from
residents has been overwhelmingly
positive.

All of these have been funded by the Parish
Council with the exception of very welcome
National Lottery funding towards the
climbing wall, for which support from the
community had to be shown. Excellent work
from ClIrs Pryce and Elliott in gathering this.
Work continues to secure further funding to
continue works in the park.

While there has not been a village festival
for the last couple of years, the Parish

Council has been happy to support the
festival committees hard work to
reinvigorate this and have pledged
significant funding to help enable this. The
Parish Council would like to thank all the
volunteers who are busily working towards
the event in June, particularly Cllrs Peel and
Pryce for their contributions.

There are also plans progressing to expand
and improve the Christmas lights for the
village, hopefully in time for this year’s
switch on.

Financially it has been another strong year
for the Parish Council and despite
significant expenditure we end the year in
an excellent position.

My thanks once again to all my fellow
councillors for their hard work over the past
year, including ClIr Bing who has stepped
down from the council. | hope that we will
welcome new members shortly to fill the 2
vacancies. Thanks also to our new County
Councillor Mike Robertson for his help so
far.

04/0526APM: FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2026

The year to March 2026 saw the Parish
Council slightly decrease its year end cash
position from £119,475 to £118,558, being
comprised of: -

Restricted CIL: £50,416

General reserve: £68,142

Further CIL funds and included in the above
were received in March of £41,123.

The PC’s share of the Joint Burial cash funds
included in the above reserve amounts to
£4,728 (at 70%).

At the same time expenditure from CIL
funds during the vyear was £55,215
comprising in cost order and excluding VAT:



Tree Climber, new playground equipment

£20,480

Solar Lighting £19,685

Monkey Challenge, new playground

equipment £7,950

Spinmee roundabout, new bearing £2,084

Electrical supply to trees £1,095

Removal of 4 trees on Jubilee Way £800

Canopy lift - Oakes Close £600

Repair basket swing, new safety matting

£525

Grass seeding - Jubilee Way £490

Relocate village gateway sign £480

Replace guard fence in playground £360

Playground plaque refurbishment £350

Dog bag dispenser £172

Replacement wheel for play car £144

Regarding the budget for 2025-26 and

excluding restricted funds, VAT refunds,

short term investment interest and
incoming grants, variances were as follows:

e Income was £655 above budget. Mainly
due to an overdue mowing grant from
BDC from the previous year.

e Expenditure was £2,845 below budget.
Mainly due to an underspend of £2,901
on mowing during the season, £404
underspend on playground
maintenance, £878 less in office &
administration, no legal fees. There was
an overspend of £705 compared to
budget on S137 grants (The Star)
overdue from the previous year.

S$137 Grants were £2,705, amounting to: -
£175 North Notts Responders
£1,080 Marquees for the Ranskill festival
£1,450 The Star
Due to prudent investing in high income
short term bonds and 95 day notice
accounts, the PC received an amount,
outside of the budget, of £3,388 bank
interest. At the year end £113,817 was
invested.

Capital will remain invested in the coming

year, subject to further projects being

initiated, the funds will be drawn down as
necessary.

During the coming year, the PC intends to
find other sources of funding to replace
much of the older play equipment in the
park.

Due to pressure from increasing costs, the
precept was increased by 7.6% for the 2026
-27 financial year.

RANSKILL & TORWORTH JOINT BURIAL
COMMITTEE REPORT

The year opened with cash reserves of
£5,238 and closed with £6,755.

There was a higher level of activity in the
year with 8 burials and internments of
ashes, resulting in an income of £1,125 over
budget. VAT recovery from the previous
year of £575, interest of £51 and the usual
contributions from the PCs of £210.00 TPC
and £490.00 RPC bringing total income to
£4,952.

Expenditure was only £81 under budget at
£3,012.

This resulted in a net cash gain of £1,517.
During the year a memorial safety
inspection was commissioned at a cost of
£785, the previous inspection was in 2020.
There were 187 memorials tested, of which
25 are risk category 1, in need of
immediate repair, 28 in risk category 2, the
remainder are considered safe.

The committee is also in touch with the
Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham to ask
for a further consecration ceremony.
05/0525: PUBLIC FORUM FOR QUESTIONS
FROM RESIDENTS

No residents or members of the public
attended the meeting.

It was resolved to accept the reports,
proposed Clir. Shaw and seconded by ClIr.
Elliott. Carried.

There being no other business the meeting
closed.

Signed as a true record: -

Chair: D. Simpson
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THE STAR

The STAR reaches all residents of Scrooby, Ranskill and Torworth plus

> SCROOBY TORWORTH AND RANSKILL

outlets in Blyth, Mattersey and Barnby Moor

Advertising Rates:
Size A: 4.3cm wide by 4.7cm high £3 per month or £30 per year
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lastwords

July has arrived, bringing with it a sustained heat-
wave that turned our three villages into a rather
pleasant, if slightly parched, Mediterranean outpost.
While the rest of the country grumbled about the hu-
midity, we're mostly just relieved the bins aren't
smelling quite as ‘vibrant’ as they do in the depths of
winter.

Across the pond, the United States is celebrating its
250th birthday. It's a respectable age, certainly, but
let's be honest -- it's a mere stripling compared to
some British boozers. We have pubs in Notts that
were pouring pints before the US was even a twinkle
in a revolutionary’s eye.

It does make one ponder if the original Pilgrim Fa-
thers, who launched their historic journey from our
doorstep, would recognise the sprawling, hyper-caf-
feinated superpower they inadvertently set in mo-
tion. Would they be pleased with the outcome?

One suspects they might find the modern Ameri-
can political climate a bit more ‘fiery” than their origi-
nal, rather grim, winter in Plymouth.

We wish our transatlantic cousins a very happy
birthday nonetheless; they've certainly made an im-
pression, even if they are a few centuries behind on
the proper pub culture.

On the home front, we've

Then, the break-in at the Pilgrim Fathers pub in
Scrooby provided a dark contrast to our usual vil-
lage tranquillity. It's a bit rich to target a pub
named after the folks who sailed away for a better
life by trying to smash your way into their modern
namesake.

Thankfully, the staff handled the situation with
far more grace than the intruders displayed, and
we're just pleased the manager is safe. If you have
any information, get in touch with the authorities;
let’s make sure the only things being broken at the
local are records at the bar, not conservatory doors.

As for the Ranskill and Torworth Festival, it's
now safely in the rearview mirror, having been a
roaring success. The organisers are currently in a
darkened room somewhere, recovering from the
sheer logistical gymnastics required to pull it off. A
massive thanks to everyone who organised, partici-
pated, or turned up to eat their weight in cake.

Finally, a plea from the pitch: the Blyth Bombers
are in desperate need of a new ground. Grassroots
football is the heart of our community, and it’s a
crying shame to see a local institution struggling to

find a home. If you have a

had our own excitement.

spare field, a generous
landowner you can twist

The recent fire at the Ran-
skill car scrapyard was a

the arm of, or any bright
ideas, do get in touch. We'd

sobering reminder of why
we have such excellent local

hate for the next generation

fire crews. The thick, black

of football stars to be con-
fined to the PlayStation.

plumes of smoke were a
dramatic, albeit unwelcome,

July: a month of historic

addition to our skyline.

birthdays, unwanted fires,
and the eternal, slightly

We're just glad that nobody
was injured, though I'm

frantic search for a flat piece

sure the local air quality

of grass. Stay cool, keep the
windows closed if the wind

readings weren't exactly
‘alpine fresh’ that afternoon.
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changes, and we'll see you

in August.

Quiz answers: 1. On Her Majesty’s Secret Service 2. Drew Barrymore 3.Henry & Jane Fonda 4. Gone With The Wind 5. Wakanda
6. Katniss Everdeen 7. Shere Khan 8. A Few Good Men 9. Breakfast At Tiffany’s 10.Jaws 11. Death Star 12. Jim Carrey 13. It Glows in the Dark
14. Ingrid Bergman 15. Meet Me in St Louis 16. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 17. William Wallace 18. Pinocchio 19. Paul Newman 20. Mike Myers
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PRICEMATCH ON ANY STANDARD EV INSTALL

Sheffield’s Experts

CHARGE YOURZEVAS
PROTECTYQUERIFIOME

Home CCTV System s

Hardwired HDcameras -
no charging

Secure backup, even
without WiFi

Night vision & perimeteralerts

EVCharger Installation

Workswith all EV&

hybrid models From £1.299

Smartapp control -
future-ready

Weatherproof & sleek design

From £749

| [FREEHOME SU

B Excellent
NS ERNS TEEEN
APPROVED
CONTRACTOR Asreviewed on Trustpilot

Calltoday

0114 283 5818 MY HOME

www.myhomesheffield co.uk SHEFFIELD
Proudly Serving Sheffield & Local Areas POWERED BY Platinum



LOCAL CREMATION SPECIALISTS

Funerals & Funeral Plans
FREE Plans - No Money to Pay Now

We offer a unique way to guarantee to save you money
and you keep control of your money so it is risk free

Respect carry out Crermations and Burials in any region
» Respect are a local family firm covering YOUR area

* Employing staff local to YOU

Into our 15th year of service to your community

Green Burial is now

more populgr thanever

Owners of two Award Winning Green Burial Parks
' One is the UKs largest
Scrooby Morth Notts Nr Bawtry / Doncaster

B
' Laughton & Morton Gainsborough

' & North Lincolnshire Q‘
ok w5 SRS Pl B o ST R T TR PO e R A

For mare information please visit: directfuneral.co.uk
Chechk out cur Green Burial Sites: respectgh.couk

#RESPECT

DIRECT FUNERAL SERVICES

- M4h Eenergency (200 2067210
Email info@dinecthuneral couk




