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Welcome to July, bringing with it the unmis-
takable energy of high summer across our
three villages. It is a bustling month packed
with local action, community determination,
and plenty of drama right on our doorsteps. 

Inside this issue, we delve into the talking
points that have kept village social media
pages buzzing over the past few weeks. 

On page 6, we provide an update on the
ongoing community campaign surrounding
the sudden closure of the historic Scrooby
rail crossing at Station Road. 

Meanwhile, our emergency services have
been kept incredibly busy; turn to page 8 for
a dramatic report on the Ranskill industrial
site fire, alongside an appeal for information
following a terrifying nighttime axe break-in
at a beloved local pub. 
On a lighter note, pages 4-5 carries a report

on the successful Ranskill & Torworth 
Festival 2026; organisers say a massive

debt of gratitude is owed to several local 
businesses that went above and beyond .

Keep your stories, photos, and news
coming to copy4star@yahoo.co.uk. 

Here’s to a vibrant July!

George

July 2026 - 3

Good Times

A regular round-up
of what’s on near
Scrooby, Torworth
and Ranskill - page 10

Down Time

Your July STAR Signs
- page 14
Big thanks for our
“delivery brigade” -
page 16
Christian perspective.
Plus: Sudoko - 
page 17

The pop-up pub quiz: Movies - page 19
Poem: It’s a Dog’s Life Plus: Recipe: Teviot Meat
Pie - page 20

The Minutes

Round-up of local parish council minutes - page 23

Last Words

Including a huge thank you to organisers of the 
Ranskill & Torworth Festival 2026 and an appeal to
find a new ground for Blyth Bombers - page 46

firstwords

your say!”
Got something you feel passionate about and

would like to share with our community? Please
email your article to copy4star@yahoo.co.uk, 
or give your written piece to your village 

representative. Keep submissions to around
350 words and ensure we receive your

copy in good time for the following
month's  publication. 

Make sure you 
have your say!

“Have
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4 - July 2026

Ranskill & Torworth Festival
2026 was a roaring success!
Now that the dust has finally settled on Ranskill
Park, the festival committee would like to extend
a massive, heartfelt thank you to everyone who
helped make Saturday 13th June such a spectacu-
lar highlight of our community
calendar.

The sun shone, the crowds
turned out in droves, and the at-
mosphere was absolutely
buzzing from start to finish.

An event of this scale simply
couldn't happen without our fan-
tastic local groups stepping up to
the plate. A huge shout-out goes to:

2nd Ranskill Scouts: For providing brilliant
games and keeping everyone wonderfully re-
freshed with their heroic ice cream sales!

1st Ranskill Brownies & Rainbows: For host-
ing fabulous tombolas and organizing the family
sports races that brought endless laughter,
smiles, and a healthy dose of sibling rivalry to the
arena.

Ranskill WI: For their tireless support and
wonderful activities.

Ranskill Bowls Club: For setting up a
dedicated green area and introducing so
many visitors to the joys of a tactical roll.

Our marketplace was beautifully vibrant
this year. We are incredibly grateful to our
wonderful stallholders who brought such
high-quality crafts and treats to the park:
Flowers by Kay, Bunnies Bakes, Eternal Magic,
Crafted Dragons, Cloud 9 Crafts, and Forest Fae.

Special thanks also go to everyone who do-
nated to the Community Plant Stall -- the green-
fingered generosity of our villages helped raise
vital funds to secure the future of the festival.

Generous backing and behind-the-scenes magic
Sponsoring an event that costs upwards of

£4,500 is no small feat. We are profoundly grate-
ful to our main sponsors and donors whose fi-

nancial backing kept us afloat: Ranskill
Parish Council, Brightgreen Spinal Health,
Kidzhub Harworth, and Ranskill Lakeside
Fisheries.

We also owe a massive debt of gratitude
to several local businesses that went above
and beyond behind the scenes:

AM Power: Our absolute saviours. They
didn't just show up to install the festival

power supply; they lines-mapped the area and
proactively upgraded us to a larger generator
than ordered. Thanks to their incredible fore-
sight, the stage didn't miss a single beat.

Skelton Farms: Thank you for the generous
loan of your straw bales, which provided the ul-
timate rustic seating for our visitors.

On an apologetic note to Skelton Farms... not all
of the straw bales quite made it back in their orig-

inal configuration! A few of our
more energetic younger visitors
took it upon themselves to en-
thusiastically dismantle them
during the day. While we're de-
lighted they brought so much
joy, we promise to fully reim-
burse you for the missing crop.
We just hope the cows don't
hold a grudge about being six

bales short this winter!
Thanks are also due to Mudfords for the magnif-

icent marquees, A1 Hire for the mobile facilities,
and Bassetlaw Council for supplying the much-
needed extra bins to keep our park tidy.

theknowledge
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July 2026 - 5

Showstopping entertainment and local treats
From the first chord to the final encore, our

main arena line-up was nothing short of excep-
tional. 

Our ears are still ringing with pride for: Har-
worth Brass Band for their stirring, majestic sets;
Ranskill Primary Young Voices Choir for a gen-
uinely moving performance; and Heather
Turner Dance Tuition for showing off our pre-
mier local talent.

A very special thank you goes to
John Stevenson from Fluffys Disco, who
kept the energy alive as our master of
ceremonies all day, seamlessly sup-
porting every performer and keeping
our announcements on track. We also
thank EES Showhire for the loan of
their top-tier sound equipment.

Visitors were well looked after
thanks to the culinary delights of
Bedda Pasta, The Traditional Hog Roast, The Mobile
Pizza Company, and a wonderfully stocked mo-
bile bar from The Blue Bell Ranskill.

We were honoured to have our new local vicar,
Reverend Louise Bearder, officially open the pro-
ceedings. Louise and her brilliant team of volun-
teers then spent the afternoon working non-stop
in the tea and coffee tent, keeping the village hy-
drated and raising vital funds.

The Retford Fire Station crew were an abso-
lute triumph, allowing children (and more
than a few adults) to explore the fire engine,
while our Neighbourhood Policing Team

popped by to share a friendly hello. Children
were also treated to go-karts from Kidzhub, a
massive assault course from Cream Castles, and
the astonishingly artistic face painting of Rebecca
Smith MUA (the queues spoke for themselves!).

We can't wait to see the memories captured by
Leo Cotton Photography, and we are glad to re-
port that thanks to St John Ambulance, our total
casualty list for the day stood at exactly one blis-
ter and one scraped knee—glorious proof that

our risk assessments worked beauti-
fully!

Ultimately, this entire festival is run
by a dedicated committee of just nine
core volunteers who work year-
round—hosting our popular pie &
pea quiz nights—just to raise the capi-
tal to make this day happen. To our
committee, our on-the-day helpers,

and everyone who attended: THANK YOU!
Whether you dropped in for five minutes or

stayed for the duration, you are the heartbeat of
Scrooby, Torworth, and Ranskill. You made
memories, supported local causes, and proved
why our corner of Nottinghamshire is such a
wonderful place to live.

We can't wait to see you all again next year!
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A dramatic nighttime aggravated burglary at
The Pilgrim Fathers pub on the Great North
Road has shocked the Scrooby community.

According to the Worksop Guardian, a gang of
four men armed with an axe targeted the venue
in the early hours of May 27th, forcing entry
through a rear conservatory door. 

After a failed attempt to steal money from an
empty till, the intruders began hacking at a fire
door leading to the manager's flat above.Gen-
eral manager Cai Johnson, 28, was alone inside
and called 999. 

Fortunately, the continuous sounding of the
pub’s alarm spooked the gang, and they fled to

a hatchback getaway vehicle parked out of cam-
era range. Cai escaped uninjured, thankfully. 

Police have launched an appeal to trace the
suspects. One male had a distinctive walk or
gait and was unable to run, and members wore
Christian Dior B30-style and Nike Air Max Plus
trainers. 

Anyone with information should quote crime
number 26000302683.

The sudden and unannounced closure of the
historic rail crossing at Station Road in Scrooby
has been a major point of discussion across our
communities. 

The crossing, which has been utilised by gen-
erations of local walkers, cyclists, and dog own-
ers since the construction of the original Scrooby
Station in 1849, was locked without prior notice
or consultation with residents.

The local community has long recognised this
route as a vital link to the surrounding country-
side, allowing safe pedestrian access to the bri-
dlepaths leading toward Mattersey.

The STAR can confirm that formal actions are
now being taken to address the situation di-
rectly with railway authorities and county rep-
resentatives.

A detailed case has been prepared to highlight
the long-standing public use of the crossing,
supported by historical evidence and Network
Rail’s own narrative risk assessments, which
have consistently recognised pedestrian activity
at the site for years.

Attention is being drawn to an outstanding
application originally submitted to formally
record public rights at the crossing.

Local representatives are actively seeking a
roundtable meeting with Level Crossing Man-
agers and Nottinghamshire County Council’s
Countryside Access teams to explore avenues for
safely restoring access. We are watching this
issue closely on your behalf and hope to have a
more detailed report on the outcome of these
meetings in our upcoming editions.

Pilgrim pub is
raided by four
men with an axe

Scrooby rail crossing closure:
Parish Council intervenes

6 - July 2026
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It is a rare and delightful thing to see a com-
munity group truly come alive, but that is ex-
actly what happened at the Wednesday
(Memory) Group recently. 

The group, known for its warm atmosphere
and structured sessions, was treated to a sur-
prise that proved we never quite know as
much about our neighbours as we might
think.

Often, we find ourselves acquainted with
individuals for years, holding a static image of
who they are. Yet, a recent event served as a
beautiful reminder that our fellow residents
possess rich, vibrant histories far beyond the
present day.

The afternoon took a turn for the cinematic
when one gentleman member unveiled a hid-
den treasure: a rack of elegant, vintage jackets
and a collection of striking photographs. As it
turns out, he and his wife were not just local
residents -- they were accomplished ballroom
dancers.

Trading the quiet hum of the group for the
grace of the dancefloor, the gentleman treated
everyone to a one-man show. He donned his
finest jacket and began to pace the hall with a
newfound flair, regaling the captivated room
with stories of the dancehalls they had fre-
quented and the steps they had mastered to-
gether.  Each photograph he produced acted
as a key, unlocking memories of a glamorous,
rhythmic past.

What made the occasion truly special was
the level of planning involved. Organisers
had kept the showcase a closely guarded se-
cret for weeks, ensuring that even the gentle-
man’s wife -- his former dancing partner --
was entirely unaware of the planned display.
It was, by all accounts, a masterful reveal.

The Wednesday Group offers a vital space
for those living with dementia and their car-
ers, providing a routine that balances comfort
with unexpected sparks of joy like this one.

Memory group’s
catwalk surprise

July 2026 - 7

Guides: Sandra McIvor
07876 787959

Brownies & Rainbows:
Janet Symonds
01777 818713

Scouts: Mark Mounde
01427 849130

Cubs & Beavers:
Hannah Bell
07912 442783

Squirrels:
Hannah Kenny
07980 949824

Methodist Church:
Circuit Office: 01777
702786 Mo/Tu/Th 9.30-3

Bawtry Amateur Dramatic
Society: Catherine Minnis
07808 657681

Scrooby Village Hall:
Izzi Marshall
01302 719190

Torworth & Ranskill &
Scrooby Allotment Ass’n
Stephen Cole:
01777 818779

Bassetlaw Cardiac Sup-
port Group:
Christine Coldwell 
01909 730629

Ranskill &Torworth After-
noon Fellowship Club:
Carol Head
01777 705077

Ranskill Top Shop:
01777 818864

Mattersey (with Ranskill)
Wraparound and Holiday
Club: 01777 817265 /
07973 870299
office28@mattersey.notts.
sch.uk; wraparound@
mattersey.notts.sch.uk

Ranskill Bowls Club:
Simon Wallis
07876 285593
Ranskill Investment Club:
David Smith
01777 818400

Ranskill Primary School,
Mrs R Beesley : Head of
school[ Mr A Steadman
Executive Head 01777
818468

Ranskill Reading Room:
Peter Parkin
01777 818852

Ranskill & Torworth W.I:
Pat Blatchford
01777 818519

Neighbourhood Watch
Representatives In Ran-
skill: Barry Bown
01777 816325

Scrooby: Alyson Gold-
smith 07507 493430

Ranskill Parish Council:
Bryn Kinsey 
07305 129849

Scrooby Parish Council:
Tony Smith
07974 836978

Torworth Parish Council:
Claire Challener
07557 104323

District Councillors:
Ranskill
Councillor Andrew 
McCallum
07725 768 490

Police: 101
Non urgent enquiries:
PC Jason Fellows
07525 226893
PCSO Lucy Campion
07525 989445

Useful
contacts (

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:23  Page 7



Residents across our three villages were urged
to secure their doors and windows after a
major fire erupted at a car scrapyard on Access
Road in Ranskill. 

As originally reproted by the Nottingham
Post, the multi-agency emergency response
quickly escalated as the intense blaze took
hold.

A massive stack of scrap cars and a heavy-
duty industrial vehicle crusher became com-
pletely engulfed in flames, causing significant
structural damage and sending toxic smoke
across the Bassetlaw area. 

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service de-
ployed multiple crews to the scene just after
lunchtime. The intensity of the fire meant that
the materials were already well alight on ar-
rival, creating a dramatic, dark horizon visible
from the Great North Road.

Because of the highly flammable materials
involved -- including remaining fuel, plastics,
and rubber tyres within the scrap chassis -- the
incident required a prolonged containment ef-
fort. 

Fire service incident commanders remained
for several hours to properly damp down
deep-seated pockets of fire inside the machin-
ery. Thanks to the swift action of firefighters,
the blaze was successfully contained to the
scrapyard perimeter.

Toxic alert over
scrapyard blaze
in Ranskill yard 

Wildlife Trust member makes a stand for hedgehogs
In a delightful blend of community spirit and
wildlife conservation, one local resident has
taken a creative step to protect our most vulner-
able village visitors.

Following a worrying decline in signs of the
local hedgehog population -- specifically
the absence of those telltale black de-
posits in the garden -- the resident
feared their regular prickly visitor had
fallen victim to the fast-moving traffic
on our local roads. 

With hedgehog road casualties sadly on the
rise, the need for increased driver awareness
has never been more urgent.Instead of accept-
ing the inevitable, our resourceful neighbour
decided to act. 

They have installed a charming, ghost-white
model hedgehog alongside a sign reading,

"Hedgehog Crossing," as a gentle reminder to
motorists that they share the road with local
wildlife. It is a simple, visual prompt, but one
that serves as a vital call to action for all of us
behind the wheel. 

As our gardens continue to thrive and
wildlife like our hogs forage for food, the
North Nottinghamshire Local Group of
the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust is
urging all drivers to be mindful when

navigating the lanes around Scrooby, Tor-
worth, and Ranskill. 

Every casualty prevented is a victory for our
local biodiversity, ensuring these essential little
gardeners can continue their nocturnal work. 

For more, contact Jan on 07969180067 or email
janwilliamson133@gmail.com to sign up for
email updates on wildlife talks and activities.

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service
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Wednesday 1st July

Oh Zeus!, Cast Theatre, Doncaster,
7:30pm. The comedy theatre company Le
Navet Bete returns to Doncaster with a
hilarious ride through Greek mythology.
When the stability of Olympus is threat-
ened by a marriage, the King of the Gods
hatches a plan to derail the wedding.
Three actors play 40 characters in a
mythical farce packed with physical
comedy and fast-paced chaos. Developed
alongside Olivier Award-nominated director
John Nicholson. Tickets from £17.50. (Runs
until Saturday 4th July).

Thursday 2nd July

Matilda Jr., Bawtry Phoenix Theatre, Bawtry,
7:00pm (Doors open at 6:15pm). The youth
players of the Bawtry Phoenix present Roald
Dahl’s beloved musical masterpiece right on
our doorstep! Follow the story of an extraor-
dinary little girl with a sharp mind who takes
a stand against her cruel parents and the
tyrannical school headmistress, Miss Trunch-
bull. Packed with high-energy anthems.
(Runs until Sunday 5th July; Saturday and
Sunday matinees at 3:00pm). Tickets £8 (plus
10% booking fee).

Friday 3rd July

Afternoon Cabaret, Doncaster Little Theatre,
2:00pm start. Spend a summer afternoon en-
joying classic variety entertainment. Com-
pered by local favourite Robert Craig, the
show delivers a feel-good blend of live musi-
cal sets, comedy, and magic from two re-
gional guest artists. Advance tickets £9, or £10
on the door.

Saturday 4th July

Caged Steel 43, Doncaster Dome, 5:30pm
(Doors open at 5:00pm). One of the UK's ex-
citing live fight nights returns to the Dome
for a stacked card of 18 live bouts. Witness
Professional MMA, Amateur MMA, Caged
Boxing, and Caged Kickboxing (K1) in an at-
mosphere packed with dramatic fighter walk-
outs. Fully family-friendly with all ages
welcome and disabled access available.
Adults £40, Juniors £30, VIP cageside hospi-
tality £70.

Chilifornication, The Leopard, Doncaster,
7:30pm start.The UK tribute to the Red Hot
Chilli Peppers hits the stage for a punchy
show of big hits and active crowd participa-
tion. Dance along to live versions of Under
the Bridge, Can't Stop, and Californication.
Tickets from £12.25.

Thursday 9th July

RMTC - MOB Presents: Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, Majestic Theatre, Retford, 7:30pm
(Doors open at 7:00pm). Retford's award-
winning youth theatre group, The MOB,
brings everyone's favourite flying car to the
Majestic stage for the first time! Follow the

goodtimes

10 - July 2026

The Celine Experience, Doncaster Dome
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July 2026 - 11

adventure to Vulgaria as eccentric inventor
Caractacus Potts, Jemima, Jeremy, and Truly
Scrumptious set off to save Grandpa Potts.
Packed with timeless songs including Truly
Scrumptious and Toot Sweets. Tickets from
£18. (Runs nightly until Saturday 11th July;
Saturday matinee at 2:00pm).

Saturday 11th July

Yorkshire's Strongest Man & Woman, Lake-
side Village Shopping Outlet, 10:00am –
4:00pm. An outdoor showcase of
raw power on the lawn in front
of the M&S Outlet. Refereed by
former three-time UK's
Strongest Man Paul Smith, ath-
letes will go head-to-head across
five gruelling events including a
300kg deadlift, the Conan
wheel, and loading 180kg stones
over a bar. Shoppers can look
forward to meet-and-greets and
strongman selfies with the ath-
letes. Entirely free to attend.

Crafting Live, Doncaster Race-
course, 10:00am – 4:00pm. The
award-winning craft show returns to
Town Moor for a weekend of hands-
on creativity. Browse over 80 exhibitors
stocking stamps, dies, and fabrics, or enjoy
live demonstrations. This year includes a
dedicated punch needle and upcycled book-
binding workshop programme led by tutor
Kim Searle. Tickets from £8 (Save £2 with
early-bird booking). (Continues Sunday).

Abba Attack, Doncaster Corn Exchange,
7:30pm (Doors open at 7:00pm).
Step into a world of platform boots and pop
nostalgia. This high-energy tribute night cele-
brates ABBA's legacy, promising a non-stop
singalong of Dancing Queen, Mamma Mia,
and Waterloo. Tickets £10 per person, avail-
able in advance from the nearby Wool Mar-
ket booking desk. Note: This is an 18+ only
event.

Wednesday 15th July

Chicago: Teen Edition, Bawtry Phoenix The-
atre, 7:00pm (Doors open at 6:15pm).
The Bawtry Phoenix Senior Youth Players
present the satirical musical hit Chicago.
Enjoy a night of musical magic as chorus girl
Roxie Hart and Velma Kelly vie for the media
spotlight on death row in search of fame, for-
tune, and acquittal. (Runs until Friday 17th
July). Tickets £10 (plus 10% booking fee).

Friday 17th July

The Celine Experience, Doncaster Dome,
6:45pm start. Acclaimed vocalist January But-
ler delivers a tribute to megastar Céline Dion.
Supported by a full live band under the musi-
cal direction of Andy Mudd, this live produc-
tion features replica costumes and classic
arrangements. Tickets from £30.25.

The Heavy Souls, The Leopard, Doncaster,
7:00pm start. Sheffield's heavy blues-rock
powerhouse arrives in Doncaster for a high-
octane performance. Channelling the indus-
trial roots of their hometown, the band
blends rock energy with the classic spirit of
Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath. Tickets
from £11.25.

Chicago: Teen Edition, Bawtry Phoenix Theatre
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Saturday 18th July

The Ultimate 80s Race Evening, Doncaster
Racecourse, gates open at 3:15pm (First race
5:15pm). The Meadowhall Summer Saturday
Series presents an evening of live Flat racing
followed immediately by a 75-minute out-
door 80s concert on the Champagne Lawn.
Settle in to dance the night away to bold beats
and timeless pop an-
thems that define the
decade. Note: Access
to the music perfor-
mance is exclusive to
County, Premier, and
Hospitality ticket
holders (Ages 13+).
Tickets from £10.

The Drifters, Don-
caster Dome, 6:45pm
start.
The Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame inductees re-
turn to the UK per-
forming their
definitive catalogue of
classics, including Satur-
day Night at the Movies, Under the Board-
walk, and You're More Than A Number.
Tickets are £35.75.

The Black Rhino Fight Night, Doncaster
Dome, 5:00pm start. Doncaster heavyweight
boxer Dave "The White Rhino" Allen returns
home to headline a big fight night following
his sold-out June clash.  Balcony seating £30,
tiered seating £45, ringside £90, and ringside
VIP packages £150.

The Shines, The Leopard, Doncaster, 7:00pm
start. The alternative indie outfit from
Grimsby arrives for a live show. Known for
their sharp guitar tracks and northern wit,
the band has picked up national radio play
from Radio X tastemaker John Kennedy.
Catch material from their debut album. 
Tickets from £15.

Friday 24th July

Doncaster Balloon Festival, Town Field,
12:00pm – 10:00pm. A colourful festival re-
turns to the city fields for a two-day extrava-
ganza. Look forward to hot air balloon
launches, tethering demonstrations, and a
Saturday evening Balloon Night Glow
(weather permitting). The site features arena

stunt shows, living
history campsites,
a parachute dis-
play team, a fun-
fair, and a
fireworks display
on Saturday night.
Advance tickets:
Adults £8, Chil-
dren £6 (Gate
prices £10/£8).
(Continues Satur-
day).

Live Music with
Peet Jackson,
Bawtry Phoenix

Theatre, 7:30pm. Acous-
tic evening of live music

in the historic theatre bar. For tickets and fur-
ther information, contact Barrie directly on
07449 715431. Tickets are £12.

Sunday 26th July

NMTO presents: Some Enchanted Evening,
Majestic Theatre, Retford, 7:30pm (Doors
open at 7:00pm). The Northern Musical The-
atre Orchestra (NMTO) returns to Retford for
one night only, filling the Majestic stage with
the sound of a full 65-piece live orchestra and
a massed 40-voice chorus. Joined by West
End guest performers, this concert celebrates
the sweeping romance and timeless melodies
of Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein
II, featuring classics from Oklahoma!,
Carousel, and South Pacific. Early booking is
strongly recommended.

Doncaster Balloon Festival, Town Field

12 - July 2026
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August Preview -- 
Saturday 
1st August

Steve Bracknall Live After Rac-
ing, Doncaster Racecourse,
gates open at 11:45am (First
race 1:45pm). Afternoon of rac-
ing as part of the Meadowhall
Summer Saturday Series, fol-
lowed by a terrace set from so-
cial media sensation Steve
Bracknall. Tickets from £10.

Green Pastures Mattersey Hall
Graduation, Majestic Theatre,
Retford, 2:00pm (Doors open
at 1:00pm). Friends, families,
and village supporters are
warmly invited to celebrate
the prestigious 2026 gradua-
tion ceremony for students of
the Green Pastures Mattersey
Hall Training Centre. This in-
spiring afternoon highlights
student stories and worship
as local students receive
Level 3 Certificates in Health and Social Care
and Christian Studies. Features special guest
speaker Dr. John Andrews. Pre-booking is re-
quired via the theatre website.

Friday 7th August

The Yorkshire Wartime Experience, Willows
Farm (Moss Road), 10:00am start.
Step into 30 acres of living history for the
North of England's largest WWI and WWII
military vehicle event. Located 10 miles north
of Doncaster, this massive three-day gather-
ing features over 500 combat vehicles on
static display alongside 50 re-enactment
groups. Experience meticulously detailed live
battle re-enactments, static vehicle parades,
and living history camps. (Runs until Sunday
9th August).

Saturday 8th August

Doncaster Pride 2026, Town Field, Doncaster,
10:00am start. Doncaster celebrates its 19th
annual Pride festival on Town Fields with a
massive day of inclusion, togetherness, and
community spirit. Settle in for an all-day cele-
bration of diversity featuring live stage enter-
tainment, local traders, and activities for all
generations. Free entry.

Night Out At The Zoo, Yorkshire Wildlife Park
Resort, 5:00pm – 9:00pm. Saddle up for a wild
summer sunset safari! Spend the evening ex-
ploring the park after hours, followed by an ex-
clusive late-night opening to walk among the
dusk-lit lawns of Tsavo. The night features live
stage entertainment and a selection of delicious
local food concessions. Included with standard
park entry or active membership packages.

Doncaster Pride 2026, Town Field, Doncaster

July 2026 - 13
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Aries: The arrival of a proper summer heat-
wave will inspire you to host an overly ambi-
tious garden party. While the Americans are
firing up massive grills for their 250th birthday,
you’ll be struggling to light a damp bag of
British charcoal with a copy of the parish maga-
zine. Stick to the cold meats.
Taurus: A mid-summer battle against the local
slug population will dominate your evenings.
Armed with a torch and a tub of eco-friendly
pellets, you will defend your prize hostas with a
level of grit that would make the founding fa-
thers proud. Your determination to protect your
borders is a marvel, even if neighbours wonder
why you’re prowling the garden at midnight.
Gemini: The start of the school holidays brings a
dramatic increase in local noise levels. You’ll be
the first to know which kids have already bro-
ken a window with a cricket ball and whose car-
avan is blocking a narrow lane. Your intelligence
network is operating at peak capacity.
Cancer: A sudden wave of patriotism might find
you watching documentaries about the Special
Relationship or buying a tea towel with a subtle
eagle motif. You enjoy a bit of history, provided
it can be appreciated from the safety of a com-
fortable armchair with a proper, strong cup of
English breakfast tea.
Leo: While the United States celebrates 250 years
of independence with grand fireworks, you’ll be
putting on an equally spectacular display just by
walking into a shop in your new sunglasses.
Your presence requires no national holiday to
justify a bit of flair and a bright silk scarf.
Virgo: A hosepipe ban rumour will send your
organisational instincts into 
overdrive. You’ll spend a weekend calculating
the exact water capacity of your old plastic milk
cartons and establishing a strict greywater rota
for the hydrangeas. Precision planning is your
ultimate shield against the July elements.

Libra: The eternal July
dilemma revolves around

whether it is socially acceptable
to eat an entire tub of ice cream in one sitting to
"keep it from melting." Finding the perfect bal-
ance between greed and heatwave survival is a
delicate art. Trust your instincts; the freezer is
struggling anyway.
Scorpio: You’ll be quietly observing the tourist
influx with a look of profound, experienced
weariness. You can spot an American tracer of
family trees from fifty paces by their white
trainers. Keep your local knowledge to yourself
unless they offer to buy the first round.
Sagittarius: A yearning for a grand transatlantic
voyage might strike, but you’ll likely settle for a
bracing day trip to the coast instead. Your opti-
mism will remain high even when stuck in a
three-mile tailback on the A64. At least the
coastal breeze will blow away the cobwebs.
Capricorn: The sudden temperature rise is no
excuse for a lapse in domestic discipline. While
others are lounging about in shorts, you’ll be the
one methodically cleaning the conservatory
glass and checking the loft insulation for next
winter. It’s a sign that your commitment to
long-term logistics is entirely unbothered by a
bit of sunshine.
Aquarius: Your alternative method for keeping
the house cool involves a complex arrangement
of damp bedsheets and a desk fan positioned at
a precise thirty-degree angle. It looks chaotic,
but your rooms will be the most refreshing, al-
beit humid, microclimates in the entire county.
Pisces: The sight of a shimmering heat haze
over the wheat fields sends you into a dreamy,
mid-summer reverie. You’ll spend a lovely after-
noon wondering if you should take up the
ukulele or simply have another nap under the
apple tree. Let the rest of the world rush about;
you are perfectly content to drift.

Your July Star signs

downtime

14 - July 2026

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 14



It was a proper village gathering on Saturday
30th May, as the stalwarts of The STAR’s distri-
bution network -- the tireless individuals who
brave rain, shine, and the occasional garden
gate to ensure our communities stay connected
-- took a well-deserved afternoon off.

The STAR management team hosted a spe-
cial thank-you event at St Barnabas Church in
Ranskill, acknowledging the volunteers who
ensure that everyone who wants a copy of the
magazine, gets one.  It was a delightful occa-
sion, serving as a reminder that community
journalism is very much a team sport.

One of our longest-serving distributors, Joy
Tudberry, writing on behalf of the "Delivery
Brigade," captured the mood perfectly in a
lovely note to the editorial team:"May I say
what an enjoyable afternoon you gave us on
Saturday 30th -- such a lovely friendly gather-
ing. It was so nice to put names to faces and, in
many cases, faces to names. I feel we did justice
to the impressive buffet you put before us, not
to forget the huge teapot that kept us all well
satisfied and the conversation flowing. We
were sorry when it was time to leave and I for
one say a huge thank you to all of you."

From the editorial perspective, it was a sin-
cere pleasure to host the people who make 

The STAR possible. While the writing happens
at a desk, the real magic happens on the
doorsteps of Scrooby, Torworth, and Ranskill.
Seeing our team enjoy tea, cakes, and genuine
camaraderie was the highlight of our month. 

A massive thank you to everyone who came,
and an even bigger thank you for the thou-
sands of miles walked each year. We couldn't --
and wouldn't want to -- do it without you.

Women’s Institute looks forward to a summer social
After a busy season of fascinating talks -- in-
cluding everything from vintage baking secrets
to driving instructor tales -- the ladies of the
Ranskill and Torworth Women’s Institute are
getting ready to let their hair down for the sum-
mer.

The group's upcoming meeting on Tuesday
28th July will dispense with the usual guest
speaker in favour of "A Social Afternoon."
Members and visitors can look forward to a re-

laxed couple of hours of excellent company,
plenty of chat, and no doubt a very welcome
cup of tea and cake. As always, the gathering
will be held at St Barnabas Church on the Great
North Road in Ranskill, with proceedings com-
mencing at 2:00 pm. If you’ve been thinking
about joining the WI, or are simply looking for a
friendly way to spend a summer afternoon
meeting neighbours, you are warmly invited to
come along.

July 2026 - 15

Penny Trail raises £2,741
The Mile of Pennies at Saint Barnabas is mak-
ing its way towards the next checkpoint!

“Our total has jumped thanks to screw top
jars, chocolate tins etc. and now stands at
£2,741,” said organiser Joy Tudberry. “That's
3½ miles plus 82 yards. 

“You see, that 4 mile target isn’t loitering!
Thank you one and all from all of us at Saint
Barnabas!”

Tea, cake and a thank
you for The STAR’s
“delivery brigade”!
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July 2026 - 17

Sudoku is a number placement puzzle. The
aim of Sudoku is to complete the grid by en-
tering numbers from 1 to 9 in each empty cell
of the 9x9 grid which comprises 9 sub-grids
each with 9 cells in a 3x3 pattern. 

Each row, column and sub-grid must con-
tain only one instance of each number. 

Solution on page 46.

Christian perspective: People
How are you getting on with people where you
are? I’m finding right now that I seem to be trip-
ping over people who think things should be
done in a different way to how I think they should
be done. Even in the church there are differences
in approach to aspects of church life which can
bring us into conflict with fellow Christians.

Recently, I jet-washed our drive. It’s a very
messy job, as you clean both the surface of the
blocks and blast the weeds starting to grow be-
tween them. It’s particularly difficult to get out the
deep-seated roots, and as you probe deep it causes
a backwards surge of dirty, muddy water, which
comes flinging back at you! 

By the time I had finished, I was covered from
head to foot with wet, muddy splashes. Now if
you leave the roots to stay they will soon put up
new weeds and the drive will look messy in no
time. As I thought about this, a Bible verse about
bitter roots came to mind: Hebrews 12:14-15.
Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to
be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to
it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.

If we don’t deal with the clashes and differences
that come along they will rankle and fester within
us. The  writer to the Hebrews says it takes effort
to live in  peace with all. If, when difficulties occur,
we harbour negative  thoughts and feelings, these

are the ones that cause
bitterness to start to
grow within us
against those
people and pro-
duce those bitter
roots. 

There are some
actions we can take to
deal with these.The first is
forgiveness, even when we don’t feel the people
who cause us trouble deserve our forgiveness.
Jesus said in Luke 6:37, “Forgive and you will be for-
given.” In fact, Jesus also says in Matthew 6:14-15,
that if we withhold forgiveness from others, then,
“your heavenly Father will not forgive your sins.”

The second action we can take is to love instead
of hate. It’s not something we can do of ourselves,
but we can receive the love of God poured into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit (see Romans 5:5). 

Then we can offer that love to others, especially
those who have hurt us. This brings about change
in the situation and deals with those bitter roots
within us. Jesus said some things about this in
Matthew 5:44:

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless those
that curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray
for those who despitefully use you, and persecute you,
that you may be children of your Father in heaven.”

May the Lord bless and strengthen you, as you
join me in blasting out those bitter roots, and
move on to freedom and joy in the Lord. 

* Brenda Critchley

Your July Sudoku puzzle
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 BLUE BELL 
R A N S K I L L  
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1.     In which James Bond movie did he
fall in love and get married?        
2.     Which movie star is killed off in
the opening scene of Scream?
3.     Which father and daughter starred
in 1981 drama On Golden Pond?
4.     What movie features the line
“Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a
damn”?          
5.     What is the name of the fictional
African nation in Black Panther?
6.     What was the name of the charac-
ter played by Jennifer Lawrence in The
Hunger Games?
7.     What is the name of
the tiger in The Jungle
Book? 
8.     “You can’t handle the
truth” is a line from which
movie?      
9.     Which movie features
Holly Golightly?  
10.   “You’re gonna need a
bigger boat” is a line from
which movie?  
11.   What was Darth
Vader’s spacecraft in Star
Wars? 
12.   Who was The Riddler in Batman Forever?
13.   When you crack and shake a Minion, what
happens?
14.   Who plays the lead female Ilsa Lund in
Casablanca?

15.   ‘Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas’ is originally from which
Judy Garland movie?
16.   Which movie is set in an Oregon
psychiatric hospital?
17.   Which hero did Mel Gibson play
in Braveheart?

18.   ‘When You Wish Upon a Star’ is from
which Disney film?
19.   Who played the lead in Cool Hand Luke?
20.   Who voiced Shrek in the series of movies? 

Answers on page 46.

The pop-up pub quiz: Movies

Church notices for July
Church Notices for July 2026 (CW =
Common Worship, HC = Holy Commu-
nion, BCP = Book of Common Prayer)
Sunday 5th: Scrooby  – 9.30am CW
HC. Sunday 12th: Blyth – 9.30am
CW HC. Sunday  19th: Ranskill  –
11am Songs of Praise  – all welcome    
Sunday 26th: Scrooby – 9.30 CW HC

If you would like to arrange a
baptism, wedding, funeral or other
function, please contact one of the
churchwardens: Churchwardens – 
Ranskill: David Hill – 01777 818072,
Derek  Gill – 07704 065002. Church
Warden – Scrooby: Gordon Ash-
worth 01777 818322.

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 19



A flea is a creature of infinite power

Though its instinct to jump is quite nominal
But you try to scratch it --
Or catch and detach it --
Then see how it leaps! Quite phenomenal.

You can teach it, with patience, to hop on a tightrope
Or pull a wee cart with a will

It will play loop-the-loop
Or jump clean through a hoop

But they’ve yet to train one to keep still.

Its fidgety feet make a six-pronged attack,
For your comfort it cares not one fig

Take a wild swipe (or two)
Till you’re quite black and blue

But it keeps right on dancing the jig!
Joy T.

20 - July 2026

It’s a Dog’s Life

The STAR recipe: Teviot Meat Pie
Ingredients
- 1 lb mince
- Onion, carrot, celery, salt and pepper
-½ pint beef broth
-1 tsp Worcester sauce

Topping:-
-½ pint milk
-8oz SR flour
-1oz cornflour
-3oz suet
-salt and pepper

Method
Cook and place into 2 pint casserole dish.
Add milk to flours and suet to give a thick
batter then pour over casserole mix 
Bake at 375ºF 190ºC  Mark 5  until risen and
colouring

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 20



 
 

 
-
 

-  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
- -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 21



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BLUEBELL GARDENING 

SERVICES 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 22



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-
 

 

-

 
 

 

 

-

 

 

  
  
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 23



 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

     
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 24



 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fully Qualified Independent Financial Adviser 
Over 40 years Experience 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 25



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 26



 
 

 

 

 

-

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

-

 

 

  
 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  
-

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 27



 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

-

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 28



 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
-

- -
 

 

-  

 
 

-
 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 29



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 30



 
-  

 

 

-  

 

 

 

 

 

-

 

-

 

-

-

 

- -

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 -
 

 
 

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 31



-

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-

-

 

-

 

 

 

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 32



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/06/2026  13:24  Page 33



 

For further information please call the school office on 01777 818468 
or email administration@ranskill.notts.sch.uk 
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 P. Clay Fabrications 

Quality Gates & Railings made to measure 
Manual or Automated 
Security Grilles - Weather Vanes 

www.pclayfabrications.co.uk 
01427 890482 or 07813 836728 
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46 - July 2026

lastwords
July has arrived, bringing with it a sustained heat-
wave that turned our three villages into a rather
pleasant, if slightly parched, Mediterranean outpost.
While the rest of the country grumbled about the hu-
midity, we’re mostly just relieved the bins aren't
smelling quite as ‘vibrant’ as they do in the depths of
winter.

Across the pond, the United States is celebrating its
250th birthday. It’s a respectable age, certainly, but
let’s be honest -- it’s a mere stripling compared to
some British boozers. We have pubs in Notts that
were pouring pints before the US was even a twinkle
in a revolutionary’s eye. 

It does make one ponder if the original Pilgrim Fa-
thers, who launched their historic journey from our
doorstep, would recognise the sprawling, hyper-caf-
feinated superpower they inadvertently set in mo-
tion. Would they be pleased with the outcome? 

One suspects they might find the modern Ameri-
can political climate a bit more ‘fiery’ than their origi-
nal, rather grim, winter in Plymouth. 

We wish our transatlantic cousins a very happy
birthday nonetheless; they’ve certainly made an im-
pression, even if they are a few centuries behind on
the proper pub culture.

On the home front, we’ve
had our own excitement.
The recent fire at the Ran-
skill car scrapyard was a
sobering reminder of why
we have such excellent local
fire crews. The thick, black
plumes of smoke were a
dramatic, albeit unwelcome,
addition to our skyline.
We’re just glad that nobody
was injured, though I’m
sure the local air quality
readings weren't exactly
‘alpine fresh’ that afternoon.

Quiz answers: 1. On Her Majesty’s Secret Service   2. Drew Barrymore   3. Henry & Jane Fonda   4. Gone With The Wind   5. Wakanda   
6. Katniss Everdeen   7. Shere Khan   8. A Few Good Men   9. Breakfast At Tiffany’s   10. Jaws   11. Death Star   12. Jim Carrey   13. It Glows in the Dark   
14. Ingrid Bergman 15. Meet Me in St Louis 16. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 17. William Wallace 18. Pinocchio 19. Paul Newman 20. Mike Myers

Then, the break-in at the Pilgrim Fathers pub in
Scrooby provided a dark contrast to our usual vil-
lage tranquillity. It’s a bit rich to target a pub
named after the folks who sailed away for a better
life by trying to smash your way into their modern
namesake. 

Thankfully, the staff handled the situation with
far more grace than the intruders displayed, and
we’re just pleased the manager is safe. If you have
any information, get in touch with the authorities;
let’s make sure the only things being broken at the
local are records at the bar, not conservatory doors.

As for the Ranskill and Torworth Festival, it’s
now safely in the rearview mirror, having been a
roaring success. The organisers are currently in a
darkened room somewhere, recovering from the
sheer logistical gymnastics required to pull it off. A
massive thanks to everyone who organised, partici-
pated, or turned up to eat their weight in cake.

Finally, a plea from the pitch: the Blyth Bombers
are in desperate need of a new ground. Grassroots
football is the heart of our community, and it’s a
crying shame to see a local institution struggling to

find a home. If you have a
spare field, a generous
landowner you can twist
the arm of, or any bright
ideas, do get in touch. We’d
hate for the next generation
of football stars to be con-
fined to the PlayStation.

July: a month of historic
birthdays, unwanted fires,
and the eternal, slightly
frantic search for a flat piece
of grass. Stay cool, keep the
windows closed if the wind
changes, and we’ll see you
in August.
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