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March 2026 - 3

Have you spotted our front cover this month? To
celebrate the turning of the seasons, we’ve gone a
little bit Alice in Wonderland, featuring a won-
derful illustration of the Mad March Hare! 

It feels rather fitting, as March always brings a
bustling, slightly frantic energy to our villages as
everyone shakes off the winter hibernation and
gets busy outdoors again.

Amidst that mad dash of spring cleaning, this
month brings a lovely moment to pause for
Mothering Sunday. 

We hope you have a truly special weekend cel-
ebrating the wonderful maternal figures who do
so much for our community.

Speaking of dashing around, we have a ques-
tion to ask people on their travels this month: did
your dog win a cup or shield at the Torworth
Festival and Fun Dog Show in June 2024? 

If so, you are now requested to return it so it is
available for the next winner! Please return tro-
phies to Paula Hadley at Cornerstones, Low St,
Torworth.

Finally, The Star is still on the lookout for fresh
faces to join our volunteer team. You don't need
to tumble down a rabbit hole to get involved, just
a little spare time!

Please keep your stories coming to
copy4star@yahoo.co.uk. 

Have a vibrant March, and don't be late for
those very important dates!

George

Do you have something you feel passionate
about and would like to share with our com-
munity? We welcome contributions from read-
ers who want to tell their story or express
their views.If you'd like to contribute, please
email your article to us at
copy4star@yahoo.co.uk, or give your written
piece to your village representative. Please
keep submissions to around 350 words and
ensure we receive your copy in good time for
the following month's publication.

Have your say

Good Times
A regular round-up of what’s on near
Scrooby, Torworth and Ranskill - page 11

Down Time
Your March STAR Signs - page 19

Christian perspective. Plus: Sudoko - page 21

The STAR pop-up pub quiz - page 23

Poem: A Burning Question. Plus: Recipe:
Cream Cheese, Orange & Ginger Pancakes -
page 24

The Minutes
Round-up of local parish council minutes - page 27

Last Words
March is notoriously indecisive. Which way are
things going to go? - page 38

firstwords
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theknowledge
Wildlife trust group to explore the
secrets of ancient woodlands
Another of Nottinghamshire's woodlands is the
subject of the upcoming March talk hosted by
the North Nottinghamshire Local Group of the
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.

This time, the focus is on Ploughman’s Wood,
an ancient woodland on the edge of the parish
of Lowdham that is owned and managed by the
trust.

The guest speaker for the evening is Michael
Walker, who has been interested in woods for a
very long time and has spent years researching
Ploughman’s Wood, which dates back to at least
the twelfth century.He has used old maps, writ-
ten accounts of the wood, and the physical evi-
dence on the ground to uncover its history. 

As Michael says: “All woodlands can tell a
story if you look deeply enough.”

He will talk attendees through the methods he

used to uncover the secrets of Ploughman’s
Wood, sharing techniques that residents can use
themselves to ‘read’ a wood and enhance their
appreciation of all the woodlands they visit.

This meeting will be held at the Idle Valley
Centre on Thursday 12th March, starting at
7.15pm.Entry is £3.00, which includes tea and
biscuits, and everyone is welcome with no need
to book in advance.

If you have not already done so, you are in-
vited to sign up for email updates to receive
news on the group's talks and activities directly
to your inbox. You do not need to be a member
to sign up.

For more information, or to register for email
updates, please phone Jan on 01777 709974 or
07969 180067, or email
janwilliamson133@gmail.com.

The Scrooby Garden Club has enjoyed a busy
start to the year, kicking things off with a
hellebore appreciation afternoon hosted by
Penny Cawley. 

The event was attended by over a dozen mem-
bers who also appreciated the opportunity to
share tea and cake.The group recently held their
AGM, during which member Ann suggested
planting Scots pines on Mill Lane to ensure a
copse remains there for future generations. 

Three trees have since been planted, and resi-
dents are warmly encouraged to take a walk
and check them out.During their February
gathering, members rolled up their sleeves to
tidy the Dry Garden by the village hall, as well
as the Pinfold. 

The team also spent time "snowdropping"—
spreading snowdrops around the village
verges to bring a touch of early spring colour
to the area.

Looking ahead to March, a springtime trip
has been arranged for the 25th to visit the
Hooton Roberts Nursery, which will be fol-
lowed by a pub lunch at the Earl of Stafford. 

Scrooby Garden Club is an informal gather-
ing of garden lovers who meet regularly for
plant swaps, community garden work, visits,
and social events. 

Membership is open to all for a nominal sub-
scription of £10.If you are interested in joining
the club, please contact Stephen on 07341
386050.

Scrooby Garden Club plants for the future
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In the few hours that they are together each
week, members of the Wednesday (Mem-
ory) Group like to keep to an established
timetable.

This routine helps to minimise confusion
and ensure everything runs smoothly, but
the group is also careful to avoid becoming
boringly predictable.

Thanks to their caring and innovative vol-
unteers, the team regularly holds planning
meetings to rethink their sessions and en-
sure they do not lose members to a pre-
dictable routine.

Recent discussions have focused on link-
ing upcoming activities with calendar
events like Valentine’s Day and Easter, help-
ing to keep people connected to the real
world.While these planning meetings do
not happen often, they generate a huge
amount of creative energy and enthusiasm,
which ultimately results in lots of fun and
enjoyment for the members.

If you care for someone with dementia,
have a diagnosis yourself, or simply want to
know more about how the Wednesday
Group might be helpful, please get in touch.

There is a short waiting list at present, but
the team is looking into ways of accommo-
dating more people.The cost is £10 per ses-
sion which includes lunch, and your first
visit is free.

For the latest on availability, please contact
Jan on 01777 709974 or 07969 180067, or
email janwilliamson133@gmail.com.

Guides: Sandra McIvor
07876 787959
Brownies & Rainbows:
Janet Symonds
01777 818713
Scouts: Mark Mounde
01427 849130
Cubs: Mark Mounde
01427 849130
Beavers: Ieuan
07778 702914
Methodist Church:
Circuit Office:
01777 702786
(Mon,Tues,Thurs. 9.30 -
3.00)
Bawtry Amateur Dramatic
Society: Louella Chester-
man: 
07754 547652
Scrooby Village Hall:
Izzi Marshall
01302 719190
Torworth & Ranskill &
Scrooby Allotment Ass’n
Stephen Cole:
01777 818779
Bassetlaw Cardiac Sup-
port Group:
Christine Coldwell 
01909 730629
Ranskill &Torworth After-
noon Fellowship Club:
Carol Head
01777 705077
Ranskill Top Shop:
01777 818864
Mattersey (with Ranskill)
Wraparound and Holiday
Club:
01777 817265 / 07973
870299
office28@mattersey.notts.
sch.uk
wraparound@mattersey.n
otts.sch.uk

Ranskill Bowls Club:
Simon Wallis
07876 285593

Ranskill Investment Club:
David Smith
01777 818400
Ranskill Nursery Pre-
school:
Rachel Clayton
01777 816066
Ranskill Primary School,
Mrs R Beesley : Head of
school[ Mr A Steadman
Executive Head 01777
818468
Ranskill Reading Room:
Peter Parkin
01777 818852
Ranskill & Torworth W.I:
Pat Blatchford
01777 818519
Neighbourhood Watch
Representatives In Ran-
skill: Barry Bown
01777 816325
Scrooby: Alyson Gold-
smith 07507 493430
Ranskill Parish Council:
Bryn Kinsey 
07305 129849
Scrooby Parish Council:
Tony Smith
07974 836978
Torworth Parish Council:
Claire Challener
07557 104323
District Councillors:
Ranskill & Torworth:
David Bamford
Scrooby: Jack Bowker
County Councillors:
Ranskill & Torworth:
Tracy Taylor
01777 816781
07770 847086
Scrooby: Tracy Taylor:
01777 816781
07770 847086
Police: 101
Non urgent enquiries:
PC Jason Fellows
07525 226893
PCSO Lucy Campion
07525 989445

Useful
contacts

Wednesday
(Memory)
Group plans
fresh spring
activities 

(
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Vintage bakery treats on the
menu for local W.I. meeting

The STAR wants you!
That’s right, The STAR is still looking for enthusi-
astic volunteers to help keep our three villages
connected through local journalism.

We need reliable distributors for monthly walks
around Scrooby, Ranskill, and Torworth – perfect
for staying fit while meeting neighbours. Most
routes take about an hour and can be done at your
own pace. We're also seeking editorial helpers to
assist us with the content, could that be you?

While unpaid, volunteers say the rewards come
from being part of the village conversation and
seeing their community work appreciated.  

Contact us by email at copy4star@yahoo.co.uk
to find out more. No experience necessary – just
enthusiasm for keeping our villages connected!

Penny Trail raises £2,685
The Mile of Pennies at Saint Barnabas Church
in Ranskill has raised £2,685 and now stretches
3 miles and 835 yards and climbing!

“I am happy to keep counting what you are
so willing to give, a pat on the back to you all,”
said organiser Joy Tudberry. “Love from all of
us at St Barnabas!”

New bereavement support group
to start at St Barnabas’ church
A new support group designed to help peo-
ple explore the journey of bereavement
through information and friendship is set to
launch this spring at St Barnabas’ Church.

Led by the Reverend Louise Bearder, the
group will hold its first meeting on Wednes-
day 15th April from 2pm to 4pm. Moving
forward, the sessions will take place every
two weeks.

During the meetings, attendees will watch a
series of short videos that gently explore the
journey of bereavement. Following the
videos, there will be dedicated time to enjoy
tea, coffee, and biscuits, offering everyone the
chance to talk and connect in a relaxed and
supportive atmosphere.

The Ranskill and Torworth W.I. is preparing for
a delicious afternoon at their upcoming March
meeting. The group will gather on Tuesday 24th
March at 2pm in St. Barnabas Church on the
Great North Road, Ranskill.The guest speaker
for the event will be Mr. Peter Whitham, who
runs a business on Bridge Gate in Retford. 

He will be presenting a talk entitled "Vintage
Bakery" and, much to the delight of members, is
understood to be bringing along samples of his
products to share.

For further information about the meeting or
the group itself, please ring 01777 818519.

The group is open to anyone who feels they
might benefit from some extra support, and a
warm "all welcome" message has been ex-
tended to the wider community.
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Ranskill Scouts tackle night
walks and cooking challenges
The past few weeks have been packed with ex-
citement, learning, and adventure for the 2nd
Ranskill Scouts.Across all sections, the group
marked Scouts Founder's Day on 22nd Febru-
ary to learn about the life and legacy of Baden-
Powell. 

The young people explored how the move-
ment began and why its core values of kind-
ness, resilience, service, and teamwork remain
just as important today.

The Beavers recently embraced the great out-
doors with a night walk, bravely tackling the
rain and darkness along the way. 

They demonstrated fantastic resilience and
teamwork, proving that wet weather cannot
dampen the Scouting spirit, and ended the
evening with a well-earned portion of chips.
The Squirrels and Beavers also have plenty to
look forward to, as they are very excitedly
preparing to head to the circus.

Meanwhile, the Scouts have been busy de-
veloping practical life skills. They participated
in rifle shooting sessions to help build focus,

discipline, and responsibility, and also put
their culinary skills to the test with a dinner
party-style cooking challenge. 

The cooking challenge required planning,
preparation, and teamwork, and yielded im-
pressive and delicious results. 

The Cubs have been focusing on essential ev-
eryday knowledge by learning valuable
money skills, exploring budgeting, saving,
and making thoughtful choices.

As Mother's Day approaches, the group wishes
a very happy Mother's Day to all mums, carers,
and those who support their young people. The
leaders extend a big thank you for all the sup-
port that makes these opportunities possible.

Family of Bob
Blatchford
shares thanks
Following the sad announcement last month
regarding the passing of Robert ‘Bob’ Blatch-
ford, his family has reached out to thank the
local community for their support.

In a heartfelt message, his wife Pat Blatch-
ford shared: “I would like to say 'Thank You'
for the cards of condolence sent to our family
recently. They were very much appreciated
by myself and our daughters Jo and Kate.”

Bob, who passed away in January aged 90,
was a highly respected local figure. He is
warmly remembered across the community
for his extensive public service as a magis-
trate, his dedication to the Worksop Sea
Cadets, and his active involvement in local
education and social clubs.

Cafe Hub raises £150
At their recent February meeting, the Cafe
Hub successfully raised £150 for the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). The
funds were collected in memory of the late
Bob Blatchford, who was a great supporter of
the group.

Following this successful morning, the team
is now looking forward to their next gather-
ing. The March Cafe Hub will take place on
14th March, running from 10.30am to
12.30pm.

Cafe Hub meetings are held at St Barnabas
Church in Ranskill. Everyone is warmly in-
vited to pop in for a hot drink, a chat, and a
catch-up.

MARCH-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/02/2026  10:20  Page 8



MARCH-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/02/2026  10:20  Page 9



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 BLUE BELL 
R A N S K I L L  

CALL 01777 817952 FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 

 
  
 -  
-  
 -  
 -  
 -  
 -  
 
-  
-  

-  

-
 
-

 
-

- -
 

 

MARCH-2026_The STAR June 2025  25/02/2026  10:20  Page 10



March 2026 - 11

Wednesday 4th
March

Chris McCausland: Yonks!,
Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. He's
been called an "overnight suc-
cess" - Even though he's been
doing this for bloody yonks!
You might have seen him on
Strictly Come Dancing, Would
I Lie to You, Have I Got News
for You, The Royal Variety, QI,
Blankety Blank, The Last Leg,
and tons more. Chris McCaus-
land is hitting the road again
with another masterclass in
stand-up comedy that has liter-
ally been yonks in the making.
The last tour was a sell-out, so
get your tickets now! From £32.

Thursday 5th March

Crime and Punishment, Cast Theatre, 2:00pm
& 7:15pm. Murder. A cat-and-mouse chase.
In the heart of a bustling city, a penniless stu-
dent murders in cold blood. He is caught in a
spiral of paranoia and delusion as a cunning
detective circles. Only the chance of love of-
fers a way out.  Runs through 7th March.
From £22.

Journey's End, Doncaster Little Theatre,
7:00pm. A Doncaster Little Theatre Produc-
tion. Powerful play set in the British trenches
during World War I, focusing on the experi-
ences of a group of officers as they face a Ger-
man offensive. The story unfolds over four
days leading up to a major German attack.
Thur & Fri 7pm (Doors 6pm), Sat 5pm (Doors
4pm). Runs through 7th March. From £12.

Barry Steele's Roy Or-
bison Story, Cast The-
atre, 7:30pm. When it
comes to authenticity
and true musical mas-
tery, there's only one
name you need to
know: Barry Steele!
Experience the unfor-
gettable sound of a
generation with Barry
Steele alongside an ex-
traordinary ensemble
of talented musicians
and singers. From £22.

Friday 6th
March

Sweet Caroline, Cast The-
atre, 7:30pm. Direct from the West End - the
ultimate tribute to Neil Diamond. Direct from
London's Adelphi Theatre, starring the
renowned tribute artist Gary Ryan, as seen on
Stars in Their Eyes. A musical journey cele-
brating 50 years of some of the greatest songs
ever written. Enjoy all the hits! From £24.

Saturday 7th March

A Vivaldi & Mozart Candlelight Experience,
Doncaster Minster of St George, 5:00pm.
Lumos brings you enchanting concert experi-
ences paying homage to world famous
artists. 2 Sittings: 1st Sitting 5-6pm, 2nd Sit-
ting 7-8pm. Entry: 1st sitting doors open at
4:15pm, 2nd sitting doors open at 6:30pm.
Seating is first come first serve to your allo-
cated tiered zones. Wheelchair accessible.
From £20.

goodtimes

Chris McCausland: Yonks!, 
Cast Theatre
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Punk Off - The Sounds of Punk & New Wave,
Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. It's raw. It's rebellious.
And it's alive. 50 years since punk and new
wave kicked the door in, Punk Off storms the
stage - louder, bolder, and messier than ever.
Music from Blondie, The Ramones, Sex Pis-
tols, The Clash and more. This isn't a tribute -
it's a riot. Full-throttle celebration of the era
that tore up the rulebook and made being
loud a lifestyle. From £17.50.

Tuesday 10th March

Teechers, Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. New year...
same problems! Godber's hilarious comedy
masterpiece has been reset for our post-Covid
times. Bristling with teenage swagger and
outlandish imagination, Salty, Gail and
Hobby use their B.Tech Performance exam to
showcase their work. . Runs through 14th
March. From £15.

Wednesday 11th March

“History Beneath Our Feet”, Chapelgate Hall,
Wednesday 11th March, 7.30pm. Discover the
hidden past right under your toes! Join the
Retford and District Historical and Archaeo-
logical Society for a fascinating talk by guest
speaker Stephen Flinders. Held in the hall sit-
uated behind Grove Street Methodist Chapel,
this evening promises to unearth the local
history we walk over every day. For more in-
formation, contact Joy Tudberry on 01777
818419 or Colin Witham on 01777 702475.

Thursday 12th March

Meet Fred 10th Anniversary Tour, Cast The-
atre, 7:15pm. A decade ago, a two-foot-tall
puppet took on the world - and he's still
fighting. After touring 20+ countries and de-
lighting thousands of audiences, Meet Fred
returns to the UK for its 10th anniversary
tour. Darkly hilarious, critically acclaimed
production follows Fred, a cloth puppet just
trying to live an ordinary life. From £18.

A Tribute to Peter Kay starring Lee Lard,
Doncaster Little Theatre, 7:30pm. Now in his
22nd year and with over 4000 performances
under his belt, Lee Lard is still being voted
the most popular comedy tribute act in the
UK! From £18.

Friday 13th March

Gold Cup Irish Raceday, Doncaster Race-
course, 11:30am. Irish Raceday Returns to
Doncaster Racecourse! Get ready for an un-
forgettable day at Doncaster Racecourse as
Irish Raceday returns. From £45.

Afternoon Cabaret, Doncaster Little Theatre,
2:00pm. An Afternoon of Live Entertainment!
Compered by Robert Craig along with two
different guest acts! Bands, Comedians, Ma-
gicians, Vocalists and ventriloquists. £9.

Too Young To Stay In, Too Old To Go Out!,
Doncaster Little Theatre, 7:30pm. Raul breaks
his hip and finds his soul mate. Gerald's date
night begins in the gutter. Rosie relaxes with
her knitting needles on a luxury cruise when
things take a very dark turn. Written and per-
formed by the tremendously talented Nigel
Osner. From £15.

Saturday 14th March

Caged Steel 42, Doncaster Dome, 5:00pm.
Live at Doncaster Dome - An unforgettable
night of high-energy MMA action! Caged
Steel brings its next major live combat sports
showcase featuring Professional MMA, Ama-
teur MMA, Caged Boxing, and K1. From £40.

George! The Concert, Doncaster Little The-
atre, 7:30pm. The Ultimate tribute to George
Harrison. Heartfelt tribute capturing the
spirit and musical genius of the iconic Beatles
guitarist and solo artist. Journey through
Harrison's prolific career, from his early days
with The Beatles to his ground breaking solo
work. From £22.

February 2026 - 13
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Tuesday 17th March

Sherlock Holmes: The Hunt for Moriarty,
Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. Adapted by Nick Lane
from the work of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
London, 1901. As the British Empire wages
war in the name of a Queen whose health is
failing, a series of mysterious events reveals a
crack in the high corridors of power. Drawn
into the game and unsure who to trust, Sher-
lock Holmes and Dr. Watson find themselves
confronting figures from their past in a des-
perate race against time. A thrilling adven-
ture combining powerful performances, a
haunting soundscape and innovative design.
Runs through 18th March. From £17.50.

Biff to the Future, Cast Theatre, 7:45pm. Fresh
from an acclaimed, award-winning Edin-
burgh Festival Fringe premiere! The iconic
villain of Back to the Future takes centre
stage in this comedic reimagination of
Marty's time-traveling escapades, turning the
celebrated cinematic trilogy on its head from
the perspective of Biff, the bully audiences
love to hate. New, heartfelt and unauthorised
parody explores the highs and lows of a life
chasing power, fame and fortune. Edinburgh
Fringe Theatre Award 2025 winner! From
£24.

Thursday 19th March

Celtic Illusion, Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. Prepare
to be spellbound by one of the world's most
unique and exhilarating stage productions.
The Irish dance and grand illusion phe-
nomenon that has dazzled audiences across
Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong,
Canada, and the USA is finally making its
premiere United Kingdom tour in 2026. Fus-
ing the thunderous rhythm of Irish dance
with mind-blowing magic. Created by An-
thony Street, acclaimed illusionist and former
lead of Lord of the Dance. Stars world-class
dancers from productions like Riverdance
and Lord of the Dance. From £22.

Friday 20th March

Sam Carter's "The Oakham Poacher Tour -
Spring 2026, Doncaster Brewery, 7:30pm. Sam
Carter's spring tour celebrates the release of
The Oakham Poacher, his first solo collection
of traditional songs. At Roots Music Club at
Doncaster Brewery, 7 Young St. £16.50.

The Shoop Shoop Show - The Cher Collec-
tion, Cast Theatre, 7:30pm. Get ready to expe-
rience a Cher show like no other! 'Turn Back
Time' with The Shoop Shoop Show led by in-
ternational powerhouse vocalist Rachael
Hawnt, the winner of ITV's Starstruck. Spans
every decade of Cher's incredible career.
From £19.50.

Whitesnake UK, Doncaster Little Theatre,
8:00pm. Whitesnake UK play tribute to the
very best of David Coverdale's multi plat-
inum selling band. From the very beginnings
of the Moody / Marsden line up to the cur-
rent US led incarnation faithfully reproduc-
ing classics such as 'Fool For Your Loving',
'Don't Break My Heart Again', 'Is This Love',
'Here I Go Again' and many others. Formed
in 2005, one of the hottest tribute acts cur-
rently working the UK circuit. From £15.

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

‘Death by Design’, a "comedy with murder" by
Rob Urbinati, is coming to Bawtry Phoenix the-
atre from 5th to 12th March at 7.30pm.

Described as a mash-up of Noël Coward’s
wit and Agatha Christie’s intricate plotting, the
play is set in a 1932 English country manor. 

Playwright Edward Bennett and his wife
Sorel flee London for a quiet weekend, only to
be interrupted by unexpected guests, secrets,
and a murder mystery.

Tickets are £11 and are on sale now via we-
gottickets.com/BAWTRYPHOENIXTHEATRE
or at the theatre box office on Monday mornings.

Comedy and murder at
Bawtry Phoenix theatre
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Saturday 21st March

Run the Runway, Doncaster Sheffield Air-
port, 11:00am. A brand new race set on the
Doncaster Sheffield Airport runway before
the airport officially opens for flights in 2027.
Two different distances: 3.5k (ages 7 & above)
or 5.8k (ages 12 & above) both chip timed. All
finishers receive a bespoke Run the Runway
Medal. Both races start in the same place and
finish next to the Vulcan Bomber. From £14.

Rob Lamberti presents Perfectly George 2026,
Doncaster Dome, 6:45pm. Featuring the in-
credible voice of Rob Lamberti, this show has
wowed audiences around the country and
Europe. From Wham! all the way through to
the diverse eras of George's hugely successful
solo career, including timeless hits like 'Care-
less Whisper', 'Faith', 'I'm Your Man', 'Club
Tropicana', and so many more. Rob Lamberti
is a star in his own right after featuring on the
BBC's 'Even Better Than the Real Thing' in
2017. From £35.75.

A Reyt Queer Do, Cast Theatre, 7:15pm. Fol-
low the yellow brick road into a world of
colour! Join Andro & Eve somewhere over
the rainbow for their queer cabaret hosted by
award-winning drag king Crip Ladywood.

With performances featuring a line-up full of
fresh Northern talent, expect drag, dance,
comedy, burlesque and song. Dress to im-
press - all friends of Dorothy, witches wicked
or good, are welcome. Dressing up is encour-
aged but never required. BSL interpretation
will be provided. From £13.50.

An Evening of Burlesque Cabaret, Cast The-
atre, 7:30pm. A glorious night of glamour,
laughter and feel-good fun! The UK's longest-
running burlesque show is back touring the
nation with a thrilling new twist! Dazzling
celebration of cabaret, burlesque, and world-
class entertainment. Featuring dazzling
showgirls, specialty cabaret artists, and stars
of the stage and screen. Expect fun, feathers,
and fabulous costumes. It's cocktails and
cabaret o'clock - a night to remember awaits!
From £24.

Saturday 28th March

The Lincoln Handicap, Doncaster Race-
course. Traditional season opener for flat rac-
ing. One of the oldest and most prestigious
flat races on the calendar. From £29.50.

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Shoop Shoop Show - The Cher Collection, 
Cast Theatre.

16 - March 2026
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Aries: A surge of "get up and go" might see you
attacking the brambles at the bottom of the gar-
den with slightly too much vigour. Pace your-
self; the local physiotherapist doesn't need the
extra business just because you felt a sudden,
dangerous affinity with a heavy-duty strimmer.
Taurus: Mothering Sunday is a high-stakes
event this year. Whether you’re receiving the
flowers or sending them, you’ll have a very firm
opinion on the acceptable ratio of carnations to
roses. Hint: more roses and definitely nothing
bought at the last minute from a petrol station.
Gemini: Spring cleaning provides a magnificent
opportunity for "skip-watching." You’ll be re-
markably well-informed about exactly which
neighbours are finally getting rid of that avo-
cado bathroom suite or those 1970s curtains.
Knowledge is power.
Cancer: The first real sunshine of the year rouses
your nesting instincts. You might find yourself
polishing things that haven't seen a cloth since
the Diamond Jubilee. A sudden, inexplicable
urge to bake a rhubarb crumble is the universe’s
way of saying hello to the new season.
Leo: You’ll be the first to declare it "officially
spring" by wearing a strikingly bright scarf to
the parish meeting. If the sun dares to hide be-
hind a cloud, your personal radiance and a ro-
bustly told anecdote will be more than enough
to keep the room hopeful.
Virgo: Your seed packets are likely already al-
phabetised and filed by height. While others are
wandering around aimlessly in the mud, you
have a 14-point plan for the vegetable patch.
Your reward is the deep, spiritual peace that
comes from a perfectly straight lawn edge.

Libra: Mothering Sunday diplomacy requires
your finest skills. Balancing the expectations of
various generations without causing a family
feud is a task only you can handle. Remember: a
generic card with a nice picture of a kitten is the
ultimate neutral territory in any domestic dispute.
Scorpio: You’ll be watching the local "experts" at
the allotment with a discerning and slightly
cynical eye. You know exactly who is planting
their spuds too early for the local frosts. Use this
foresight to your advantage, or simply enjoy the
inevitable consequences from afar.
Sagittarius: The longer days spark a yearning
for a proper expedition. You’ll be the one sug-
gesting a five-mile hike through the muddiest
fields, convinced it's "invigorating." Just ensure
your wellies are actually waterproof before you
lead the charge into the unknown.
Capricorn: Practicality remains your watch-
word. You’ll be the one reminding everyone that
just because there’s a bit of sun, it doesn’t mean
you can turn the immersion heater off yet. A
thorough inspection of the garden shed brings a
sense of profound, winter-clearing order.
Aquarius: Your "innovative" approach to spring
cleaning might involve a leaf blower and a
questionable theory about air circulation. While
the cat may disagree with your methods, your
neighbours will certainly be talking about your
avant-garde approach to housework for weeks.
Pisces: You’ll likely be found lost in a reverie by
a stream or just staring at a particularly nice
clump of primroses. The "Big Spring Clean" can
wait; the universe is currently offering much
more interesting things to daydream about than
the state of the skirting boards.

March 2026 - 19

Your Star signs
for March

downtime 
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March 2026 - 21

Sudoku is a number placement puzzle.
The aim of Sudoku is to complete the grid
by entering numbers from 1 to 9 in each
empty cell of the 9x9 grid which com-
prises 9 sub-grids each with 9 cells in a 3x3
pattern. 

Each row, column and sub-grid must
contain only one instance of each number.

Solution on page 38.

Christian perspective: Using your voice
We all have a voice and it makes a great deal
of difference how we use it. If God gives us a
voice in any sphere of life, we should use it
on behalf of others. We are not meant to shout
for ourselves. 

The unregenerate human voice shouts,
“Hey! What about me! What about my rights!
But Jesus speaks in Matthew 6 saying that
your heavenly Father knows what you need,
so you do not need to worry about shouting
out for your own needs, but rather, “seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness and the
things you need will be given to you.” Walk in
the faith that this gives and then you will be
free to care about others.

For believers there are some things to un-
derstand about having a voice. The first place
we have a voice is before the throne of God.
We read in Hebrews 10:19-20: ...we have confi-
dence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us
through the curtain ... So you can come with
worship, praise and thanks-giving. You can
lift up your head because of all that Jesus has
accomplished for you. 

You can trust him with your life, yourself.
He already knows your needs and will take
care of you. Love him for that and move on
into the purpose of your calling. 

Stop worrying about your own brokenness
and start to pray into the brokenness of oth-
ers. God has allowed you to be broken for a
purpose. Jesus is our role model, our cham-
pion. He was the ‘top one’ in heaven and he
laid it all down for us, to rescue us. (See
Philippians chapter 2).

So what has God called you to? Where are
you and in what sphere or arena of life do
you have a voice? Use it for others. Ask God
to give you the words and to show you the
setting. 

The contrast is stark! Of ourselves we have
nothing to give, to speak, to contribute into
the lives of others of any lasting value. But in
Christ we have every single thing we need to

live a victorious, God-centred life, to make
an eternal difference in the lives of others.

* Brenda Critchley

Your March Sudoku puzzle
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 P. Clay Fabrications 

Quality Gates & Railings made to measure 
Manual or Automated 
Security Grilles - Weather Vanes 

www.pclayfabrications.co.uk 
01427 890482 or 07813 836728 

 

For care and support when 
you need it the most 

 
 

-  
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March 2026 - 23

1.     Which tennis player has the
nickname ‘King of Clay’?
2.     How many players are there
in a hockey team? 
3.     Which snooker player was
nicknamed ‘Dracula’?
4      Who was the first person to
run a mile in under 4 minutes?
5.     In which sport do amateurs
compete for the Walker Cup?  
6.     What two sports have been
played on the surface of the
moon?
7.     Which country has played in
every single soccer World Cup?
8.     Which modern sport did
‘Baggataway’ become?      
9.     In motor racing which flag
signals the end of the race?
10.   Which boxer’s catchphrase
was “know what I mean ‘Arry”?  
11.   How many clubs is a player allowed to
carry in their bag during a round of golf?
12.   Which country won the first women’s
FIFA world cup?
13.   In which sport might you do a Flip Turn?
14.   Which sport is played on the largest pitch?
15.   What was the original name for table ten-
nis or ping pong?
16.   What do the rings in the Olympics repre-
sent?

17.   What is the record for red cards given in a
single soccer game?
18.   Which snooker player has the nickname
‘The Rocket’?
19.   How old was Tiger Woods when he first
won the Masters?
20.   What does the T stand for when a boxing
ref calls TKO for safety? 

Answers on page 38.

Your March STAR pop-up pub quiz

Church notices for March
Church Notices for March 2026 (CW
= Common Worship, HC = Holy
Communion, BCP = Book of Com-
mon Prayer)

Sunday 1st
Ranskill  – 9.30am CW HC 
Sunday 8th
Blyth – 9.30am CWHC
Sunday  15th – Mothering Sunday
Ranskill – 9.30am Parade Service
Sunday 22nd
Blyth – 9.30 CW HC 

Sunday 29th   
Ranskill – 9.30am CW HC 

If you would like to ar-
range a baptism, wedding,
funeral or other function,
please contact one of the
churchwardens: 
Churchwarden - Ranskill:
David Stacey 07865 887280,
Church Warden – Scrooby:
Gordon Ashworth 
01777 818322
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Mad March winds and icy blasts,
Arctic freeze that lasts – and lasts!
Gloves and scarves and clothes abundant
Render thoughts of Spring redundant.
All this talk of sunnier weather
Leaves me speechless altogether.

Is the threat of winters shrinking
Just a glitch in someone’s thinking?
Snow and ice and wind and rain,
Could it be that yet again
We’re victims of much mis-informing
Ever to speak of global warming.

Joy T.

24 - March 2026

A Burning
Question

The STAR recipe: Cream Cheese, Orange &
Ginger Pancakes
Ingredients
- 4oz cream cheese
- 2 pieces stem ginger, chopped
- 1 desertsp raisins
- Sm tin mandarin oranges
- 1 teasp cornflour
- 1 tablsp water
- ¼ pint pancake batter

Method
Combine cheese, ginger, and raisins
in a bowl.
Strain oranges, ensuring you retain
the juice for the sauce.
Add a few oranges and a splash of
juice to the cheese mix to bind it together.
Blend cornflour and water, add to the remaining juice, and cook until thickened.
Make up the pancakes, spread each with the cheese mix, and roll up.
Serve hot, drizzled with the sauce and topped with the remaining oranges.

- Joy T.
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38 - March 2026

lastwords
March is notoriously indecisive. Which way are
things going to go? It can be quite maddening. 

We’re currently caught in that awkward, shiver-
ing limbo between cracking out the sunglasses
with wildly misplaced optimism and frantically
turning the heating back on. 

Yet, as we gear up to celebrate Mothering Sun-
day, it is rather fitting to note that our village has
recently displayed a brilliantly maternal instinct
for simply getting things sorted out.

If you want proof that our local community oc-
casionally operates like a highly efficient, multi-
tasking matriarch, look no further than our local
social media pages over the past few weeks.

Rather than descending into the usual debates
about parking or bin collections, the village hive
mind has been entirely focused on collective do-
mestic problem-solving.

Take, for instance, the urgent plea for curtain al-
terations. It is one of those deeply frustrating
household chores that can stall a room makeover
for months, especially when you have inherited
hand-me-downs that don't quite fit the windows. 

Yet within hours of the post going live, not only
were helpful recommendations pouring in, but a
local expert had stepped forward to collect, alter,
and return the items directly. 

Problem identified, solu-
tion delivered, zero fuss –
an absolute masterclass in
efficiency that would make
any mother incredibly
proud.

Equally impressive was
the quest to find a trust-
worthy holiday home for
a Doberman. Finding a re-
liable dog sitter can be
tricky at the best of times,
but trying to accommo-
date a sizeable, highly en-

Quiz answers: 1. Rafael Nadal   2. 11   3. Ray Reardon   4. Roger Bannister   5. Golf   6. Golf and Javelin   7. Brazil 
8. Lacrosse   9. Chequered   10. Frank Bruno   11. 14   12. The United States   13. Swimming   14. Polo  
15. Wiff-Waff   16. The Continents of the World   17. 36   18. Ronnie O’Sullivan   19. 21   20. Technical

ergetic breed without resorting to traditional
kennels adds a real layer of complexity to holi-
day planning. 

Naturally, the community came through with
flying colours. The absolute highlight of the rec-
ommendations was undoubtedly the resident
who casually noted their everyday experience
in managing a 50kg dog with an interesting
nickname that might make some blush “and the
rest of the menagerie". 

It is exactly that blend of unflappable capabil-
ity and dry, affectionate humour that makes vil-
lage life so immensely entertaining.

As we take time to celebrate the mothers,
grandmothers, and caregivers this month, it is
genuinely wonderful to see that same nurtur-

ing, no-nonsense spirit re-
flected in how our villages
operate. 

We might still be waiting
for spring to properly
make up its mind and de-
liver some actual sunshine,
but knowing there is al-
ways someone nearby
ready to hem a drape or
cheerfully wrestle a 50kg
hound provides a lovely,
constant warmth all of its
own.
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