
The  
Scrooby, Torworth And Ranskill 

August 2024 No. 464 

News, views, gossip, puzzles and fun! 

From all three villages. Delivered 

free to over 1,000 homes and 

businesses every month. 



 

STAR Editorial Team 
Editor: Lucianna Gallucci 

Distribution: Graham Hadley 

Typist: Sharon Greenaway 

Distributors and Helpers: June and Geoff Lodge, Joy Tudberry, Fran Lee, Ann Robbins, 
Christine Bailey, Nesson Hughes, Gordon Ashworth, Annette Marshall, Peter and Carole 

Snowball, Heather Reid, Louisa Scott, Charlotte Arrrowsmith, Jill Swannack, Mrs. 
Richardson, Peter Brown, Chris Foster, Karen Varley, Christie and Rob Willis, Debbie Smith, 

Angela Walker, Elaine Jowett, Tom Hood, Paula Hadley 

Website: created and maintained by Nicholas Arrowsmith 

Village Representatives: Ranskill: Joy Tudberry, 38, Arundel Drive—01777 818419 

Scrooby: Izzi Marshall, The Chapel, Chapel Lane—01302 719190 

Torworth: Derek Gill, 26 Underwood Avenue—01777 818745 

Management Committee 

Chair: Paula Hadley 

Secretary: Treasurer: Paula Hadley 01777 818568—07946 915008 

Editorial: Lucianna Gallucci, Tim Cotton 

Advertising: Bill Arrowsmith  01302 714102—07801 633211 

All articles for publication to Village Representatives or by Email to: 
copy4star@yahoo.co.uk as early as possible but no later than the 16th of each month. 

Local Organisations - Some Useful Telephone Numbers 
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 Louella Chesterman: 07754 
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Scrooby Village Hall: 

       Izzi Marshall, 01302 719190 

 

Torworth & Ranskill & Scrooby 
Allotment Ass’n 

Stephen Cole: 01777 818779 

 

Bassetlaw Cardiac Support 
Group: 

       Christine Coldwell 01909 
730629 

Ranskill &Torworth Afternoon 
Fellowship Club: 

       Carol Head, 01777 705077 

Ranskill Top Shop:  

       01777 818864 

Mattersey (with Ranskill)  

Wraparound and Holiday Club:  

       01777 817265 / 07973 870299 

      office28@mattersey.notts.sch.uk 

 wraparound@mattersey.notts.sch
.uk 

Ranskill Bowls Club: 

       Simon Wallis 07876 285593 

Ranskill Investment Club: 

       David Smith, 01777 818400 

Ranskill Nursery Pre-school: 

       Rachel Clayton 01777 816066 

Ranskill Primary School,  

       Head Teacher, Mrs J Throssell, 

       01777 818468 

Ranskill Reading Room: 

       Peter Parkin, 01777 818852 

Ranskill & Torworth W.I: 

       Pat Blatchford, 01777 818519 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Representatives In Ranskill: 

       Carolyn West, 01777 818016 

       Barry Bown, 01777 816325 

       Scrooby: 

Alyson Goldsmith 07507 493430  

Ranskill Parish Council:  

Bryn Kinsey 07305 129849 

Scrooby Parish Council: 

Tony Smith 07974 836978 

Torworth Parish Council: 

Claire Challener 07557 104323 

 

District Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

David Bamford 

Scrooby: Jack Bowker 

 

County Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

Tracy Taylor 01777 816781 / 07770 
847086 

Scrooby: Tracy Taylor: 01777 
816781 / 07770 847086 

 

Police: 101 

Non urgent enquiries: 

PC Jason Fellows 

07525 226893 

PCSO Lucy Campion 07525 
989445 



 

The STAR   No. 464 August 2024 

Scrooby, Torworth And Ranskill 

All the news and views from our three villages 

IN MY OPINION 
 
Would you like to contribute 
something that you feel strongly 
about and want to tell our 
readers?  If so, please email it or 
let your village representative 
have your copy (around 350 
words) in good time for next 
month. 
 
All advertising copy and 
alterations to advertisements 
must be submitted by the 16th of 
the month.  

DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
 
The views expressed within this 
Newsletter DO NOT necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editorial 
Panel.   
 
We make every effort and take 
great care in the assembly and 
production of this newsletter; 
however we accept no 
responsibility for matters or 
disputes arising as a result of 
errors, printing errors, stories, 
features or advertisements which 
appear in this publication. 
 
Submitted articles and pictures are 
accepted on the understanding that 
the contributor owns the copyright, 
or has cleared the material for use, 
and that the STAR has permission 
to publish all or part of that 
submitted material.  

Editor Notes 
Deadline: 16th of each month 

Email: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

www.the-star.org.uk 

 

Too much rain this year? Don’t let it dampen 
your sprits, there are lots of summer events in 
the villages to look forward to. 

Watch out for Scrooby Horticultural and Craft 
Show - you don’t have to be from Scrooby to 
enter - do you have any produce or craft item 
you are proud of? 

If you are looking for something to do indoors, 
why not visit Chris Ceaser’s new gallery - 
we’ve included some samples in the 
magazine and on the front cover. 

As always, there are plenty of volunteer 
opportunities in the villages as Mary’s letter 
shows. We at the STAR are looking for 
someone in Ranskill to deliver the magazine 
to Station Road - can someone spare 20 
minutes once a month? 

Have a lovely summer. 

Bill 



Rio Davies’ athtletics career is 
coming on leaps and bounds. 

Rio, who is 12 and lives with 
his parents Chloe and Micky 
on Lowfield Close, Ranskill, re-
cently broke a record for long 
jump in the county, a record 
that had stood for six years.

His latest achievement was 
in early July at Berry Hill, 
Mansfield where he beat the 
Nottinghamshire Mini League 
record for U13 boys’ long jump, 
with a leap of 5.03m. 

The previous record of 4.75m 
had been held since 2018. Rio 
has been preselected to repe-
sent Nottinghamshire in the 
inter counties in September.

Rio, a pupil at the Elizabethan 
Academy, joined Retford 
Athletic Club in 2022 and 
competes in 100m, 200m and 
long jump. 

In May he won gold at the 
Nottinghamshire County 
Championships in 100m (12.91 
seconds), long jump (4.78m) 
and also got a silver in 200m  
(26.76 seconds). 

Mum Chloe said: “He definitely 
gets his athleticism from his 
dad who is a retired profes-
sional boxer and still spends 
time pounding the pavement!

“He aspires to keep learning 
and developing , getting faster 
and jump further and hopefully 
compete for Nottinghamshire 
at the National schools when 
he is old enough to attend, and 
see where he goes from there.

 “Both myself and his dad are 
super proud of him, his com-
mitment to training come rain 
or shine, surviving his first 
year of secondary school and 
generally just being a really 
lovely person!”

She added: “I am also so 
grateful for the dedication of 
all the coaches and volunteers 
at RAC - they really are a fan-
tastic and postive group that 
Rio loves being around and I 
hope they can continue to keep 
growing his confidence and 
hopefully break some more 
records together.”

Coach Marjolein Templeton 
described Rio as a good all-
round athlete.

She said: “Rio is one of our 
team of talented U13 Boys at 
Retford AC. He is a pleasure to 
coach. 

“Over the track and field 
season Rio has continued to 
deliver some excellent results 
in sprinting and surprises us 
all with his amazing distances 
in long jump, having recently 
reached the England Athletics 
Gold Standard for his age.”

Record breaker Rio jumping for joy

Rio Davies with his recent athletics medals



Brownies and Rainbows at Wheelgate  

Matilda, Elsie and Ava with Karen Taylor, Division Commissioner and their Gold 

Awards  



A new fine art landscape 

photography studio has opened up 

in Scrooby. Chris Ceaser has been 

a familiar name in the north for 

close to 20 years, the past 11 of 

which were spent at his gallery in 

the heart of York. In October 2023 

Chris, together with wife Rebecca, 

made the decision to move away 

from York after the impact of Covid 

had decimated the high street, 

changing everything for those in a 

retail environment. Having finally 

‘moved in’ last January the couple 

have fallen in love with village life 

and see Scrooby very much as 

their home. ‘The people are lovely 

and it is such a pretty, caring 

village’, said Chris. 

An Ambassador for the world 

famous Canson brand of fine art 

paper, Chris is often at major 

events in the U.K, also working 

alongside Canon on print events. 

He runs a series of inspirational 

talks and evenings that offer 

something for the photographer, 

and non-photographer alike. On 

29th August he is presenting his 

very popular, documentary style 

‘Venice, In Pictures & Words’ 

evening at the Phoenix Theatre, 

Bawtry (tickets £6 on Eventbrite).  

In the studios you can browse 16 

racks of mounted, museum grade 

prints and on the walls there are 

framed prints, Canvases and wall 

art panels. Chris makes a series of 

over 300 greeting card designs 

which he has sold to shops over 

the past 17 years, and these can 

also be bought at the studios. He 

holds ‘Open Weekends’, though he 

is more than happy to meet 

visitors ‘by appointment’. If Chris 

is in, the studios are open. The 

next open weekend is Sat 10th/

Sun 11th August and a guest art-

related exhibitor, will attend. 

Chris also offers both a print 

service for photographers, and an 

artwork reproduction service for 

artists who want to make limited 

edition runs of their originals on 

the Canson Fine Art papers.  

Chris can be contacted on 07920 

044094, email 

info@chrisceaser.co.uk and his 

website can be found at 

www.chrisceaser.co.uk 

Insta:  

@ceaser_photography_gallery  

Chris Ceaser Photography  





Handyman  

One off jobs or Regular jobs 

•Gardening 

•Grass cutting 

•Fence repairs 

•Painting 

•Plumbing 

•most jobs considered  

Contact Steve McCroakam  

Email: 

steve.mccroakam@virgin.net 

or 07906075648 

mailto:steve.mccroakam@virgin.net


RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL 

PETITION TO NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

BLYTH ROAD RESURFACING 
 

 

Blyth Road is hazardous and in a generally dangerous 
condition. 

There are many potholes and a damaged road shoulder, 
forcing vehicles to travel in the centre of the road. 

We are asking NCC Highways to prioritise repairing and 
resurfacing the affected stretches of Blyth Road. 

Please sign our petition, copies held at the Top Shop, the 
Fish and Chip Shop and the Blue Bell Inn. 

You can also complete the petition on line at 
change.org :- 

https://chng.it/RNXZGybQyn 

 

Thank you 

Ranskill Parish Council 

https://chng.it/RNXZGybQyn


 

Commission a pet portrait and 
capture your furry friend 

forever. 
Contact me for further details 

and a no-obligation quote. 
Chris Robinson 07894 473313 
c.robinson46@btinternet.com 

facebook: heartsncrafts4u 

Affordable bespoke pet portraits - hand-drawn with love. 

 

GW French polishers/paint sprayers Sheffield.  

Stripping, restoration, re-polishing, painting...  

Tables, furniture, doors, floors, staircases, bars...  

The materials we use are the best on the market, from 

lacquers, stains, 2k paints, varnishes, waxing, and also 

traditional French polishing.  

Work on site throughout the UK, or in our spray 

workshop. We have 3 employees all qualified and highly 

experienced in all aspects of the trade with a combined 

32 years experience.  

For full range of services, see website: 

www.frenchpolisher-sheffield.com 

GW French Polishers 

Tel: 07534503578  
email:  gw-frenchpolishers@mail.com  

French Polishing & Paint Spraying 

 C.W. 

Painting and 

Decorating 

Interior and  
Exterior 

Free Estimates 

OAP Discounts 

30 years experience. 
 

Plus small building projects 

e.g. Brick pointing 

Boundary walls 
 

Tel Clint:  

01302 310455  

or 07599 053739 

 

• Air conditioning install 
and service, (heating and 
cooling). 
• Air source and ground 
source heat pump service 
and repair. 
• Walk in fridge/freezer 
repairs. 
• Industrial process 
cooling equipment, 
repair, and retrofits. 
• Chilled water systems 
repair and service. 
• 14 years in business.  
• Phone 01302 683013 
email steve@iceref.co.uk 
www.iceref.co.uk 
www.parkhomeaircon.co.uk 

Ice Refrigeration 
Services 

mailto:steve@iceref.co.uk










Before and after at the Pinfold, Scrooby! 



 
BLUE BELL 

R A N S K I L L  

CALL 01777 817952 FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 

Opening Hours: 
Monday:  closed 
Tuesday:  12-10pm 
Wednesday:12-11pm 
Thursday:  12-11pm 
Friday:  12-11.30pm 
Saturday:  12-11.30pm 
Sunday:  12-9pm 

Food Times: 
Tuesday to Saturday: 12-9pm 

(light lunch menu available 12-5pm) 

Sunday: 12-6pm 

Quiz night every Wednesday 8.30pm 
onwards - winning team prize and 
cash snowball to be won. 

Steak night every Thursday 5 - 9 pm 
alongside our main menu.  Enjoy two 
8oz sirloin steaks cooked to 
perfection and a bottle of house wine 
for only £35. 

New weekly specials menu 
released every Friday full of delicious 
new meals to try out, why not join us 
over the weekend and try them out for 
yourselves. 

Sunday - Delicious homecooked 
Sunday roasts  between 12 - 6pm - 
booking advised to be safe. 





 

For care and support when 
you need it the most 

Personal service 24 hours a day.  
Independent family business. 

Established for over 90 years. Pre-payment plans available. 

 
19, Thorne Road, Bawtry, Doncaster,  

DN10 6QL 
Tel 01302 710285 

www.wepinder.com 

info@flowersbykay.co.uk 

beautifully designed and 

professionally presented flowers 

f 

01777 818284 

07969 746961 

South Street Storage 
Offers affordable, secure, 
indoor storage solutions 
meeting both commercial and 
domestic needs. 
Various size units available. 
Close to Retford town centre. 
Easy access just off A1. 

Suitable for: 
• General household items 
• Sports equipment 
• Student storage 
• Documents storage 
• Bicycle storage 
• Stock storage 
Services: 
• Pickup & delivery 
   options available 
Open: 
Mon-Fri - 10.00-16.00 
Sat -  10.00-14.00 
01777 702779 / 07550 002242 
southstreetstorage@gmx.com 



Parish Lunch 

Scrooby Village Hall 

Sunday 8th September at 1pm 

Adults £10 Children under 10 eat for free 

Tickets will be available in mid -

August from:  

Gordon Ashworth 01777 818322   

Barbara Morgan 01302 719410 



HOLIDAY COTTAGE WHITBY 

Available for rent. 
Only yards from the 199 steps 

and Tate Beach. 
2 double bedrooms 

(one bed accessible from one 
side only). 

Garden with steps leading to 
main entrance. 
Shower room. 

Lounge / Dining Room / 
Kitchen (compact and cosy). 

Gas central heating. 
Coal effect gas fire. 

Freeview. 
Buckets, Spades, Crabbing 

Nets, Deck chairs, Wind breaks 
& BBQ for guests use. 

No pets. 
Shed suitable for storing bikes. 
From £295 to £540 per week. 

Short breaks from £225 to 
£400. 

01302 714356 (Scrooby) 

 

All jobs 

considered 

LOW 

PRICES 

2 MEN WITH 

A VAN 

FOR HIRE 

Mob: 0755 000 2242 

or Tel: 0177 770 2779 

Single items to Full Houses 

JOHN BIRD 
STUDIO 

3, Dower House Square 
Bawtry 

Telephone: 01302 714872 

ART GALLERY AND 
PICTURE FRAMING 

Opening times: 
Wednesday 
 10.30—5.00 
Thursday to Saturday 
 10.00—5.00 
Sunday 
 11.00—4.00 

Originals and 
limited editions by 

leading artists 

www.johnbirdstudio.co.uk 

 
     BuzzOFF  
  Pest Solutions 

Fully insured member of 
NPTA. 25 years experience. 

Worked for Bassetlaw DC for 33 
years until they have withdrawn 
the pest control services. 

Wasps, bees, ants, rats, 
mice, fleas, bedbugs, moles, 
feral pigeons, etc.  

Any other pests, please phone. 

OAP prices start  

from just £35. 

Other prices start  

from just £39. 

Commercial prices start 
from £39. Yearly contracts 
can be arranged. 

Please phone Paul - 

 Mob: 07706 747073 or  

 Tel: 01777 816074 

Email: buzzoffps@outlook.com 

Web: buzzoffpestsolutions.co.uk 



Station Avenue  

Urgently need volunteer STAR distributors for Station 
Avenue. 

126 copies need delivering so if 3 or 4 people can 
help it means just 40/30 copies each.  

Dennis Till has delivered for many years so deserves 
his ‘retirement’ but it means if we cannot get 

volunteers then we will not be able to deliver the STAR 
to Station Avenue.  

Please help if you can. 11 issues per year. 

Ranskill and Torworth W.I 

The meeting for the above 

organisation will be held on Tuesday 

27th August. 2024. 

Commencing 2pm in The Village Hall. 

Kennel Drive. Barnby Moor. 

The Speaker will be a member of the 

Nottinghamshire Fire Brigade. The 

subject will be Safety In The Home. 

Visitors are always welcome. For 

further information please ring 01777 

818519. 

Pat Blatchford. 



 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

● High Powered Portable Equipment 
● Commercial and Domestic Services 
● Stain Removal/Reduction  
● Satisfaction Guaranteed 

● Dry in hours NOT days  
● “One Off” or Regular Cleans  
● Fully Insured & experienced 
    operators  

Please Call Mob: 0755 000 2242 

Tel: 0177 770 2779 
Mattresses, Caravans, Motorhomes, Conservatory Suites, Offices etc.– prices from £30. 

 P. Clay Fabrications 

Quality Gates & Railings made to measure 

Manual or Automated 

Security Grilles - Weather Vanes 

www.pclayfabrications.co.uk 

01427 890482 or 07813 836728 

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Open fires and stoves swept 

Chimney cowls and cages fitted 

Certificates issued 

Fully insured 

For a prompt and friendly 

service that’s clean and tidy. 

Call Nigel on: 

07901 935230 

 

W. H. OTTLEY 
LTD. 

Blyth Road, Ranskill 
Telephone 01777 

818621 
 

 
 

 

Opening hours: 

Monday-Friday 9 am-1 pm 

www.whottley.co.uk 

Suppliers of all 

animal feeds. 

Pet foods. 

Seed Corn. 

 Fertilisers. 

Bedding. 

Scrooby Community Cinema 

Presents  

When people in Littlehampton—including conservative 

local Edith—begin to receive letters full of hilarious 

profanities, rowdy Irish migrant Rose is charged with the 

crime. Suspecting that something is amiss, the town’s 

women investigate. 

Sunday 8th September 8:00pm (doors open 7:30) 

Scrooby Village Hall  - £5 on the door 

Licenced Bar 

Details: Steve Cordery - Call or Text 07494 242853 

15 



We have some fantastic things in our villages, and 

most of them only happen because of the amazing 

volunteers who do so much behind the scenes.  Lots 

of people enjoy attending community events and 

groups.  Many residents like to read the STAR.  

Several members of the community want things to be 

sorted when there’s an issue, such as potholes or 

speeding.  But how many people volunteer? 

I’ve heard people saying there’s a need for more 

things in our villages, such as a youth club, better 

playground equipment, a speed watch team and, 

specifically for Ranskill, a village hall.  But how many 

people are willing to help with these things? 

Volunteering is so rewarding, and what you do and 

when you do it can vary, depending on what you want 

to be involved in.  You might be able to volunteer for 

just a couple of hours a month.  Maybe you could give 

a few hours each week.  Perhaps you could only help 

during term time.  Whatever your situation, 

availability and skills, there will be something to suit 

you that you could get involved with. 

For example: 

• The STAR needs people to deliver copies to 

residents. 

• The Parish Councils all have vacancies for 

Councillors. 

• Ripples Charity needs volunteers for their Baby 

and Toddler Group. 

• Ranskill School PTA could always do with more 

helpers. 

The Ranskill and Torworth Festival Committee is 

looking for more committee members. 

Everything I’ve been involved in has had a range of 

people volunteering, from those who work full time to 

those who are retired.  Some are great with 

computers and technology, others are creative and 

practical, while some are brilliant at organising and 

planning, and then there are those who can make an 

excellent cuppa and baked goodies.  All of these and 

more are needed from volunteers if we are to keep up 

the wonderful things that go on in our villages, let 

alone if people want new things to happen. 

Please have a think about how you could volunteer 

and help contribute to your local community in 

Scrooby, Torworth and Ranskill.  Come on and be one 

of our village STARS!  

And thank you to everyone who has been involved or 

is currently involved in community events and 

groups.  You help make our villages the lovely places 

that they are to live in. 

Mary 

Should we have a village hall or youth club? 



 Retford Memorials Ltd 

Buy with confidence 
from a local BRAMM 
approved family 
business. 
Large showroom. 
Free colour brochures. 
Renovation and safety 
specialists. 
 

6 Churchgate • Retford 
Tel: 01777 705673 

email: retfordmemorials@gmail.com 



• Sunday 4th:  Ranskill – 9.30am CW HC  

• Sunday 11th:  Scrooby – 9.30am CW HC 

• Sunday 18th:  Blyth – 9.30am CW HC 

• Sunday 25th:  Ranskill – 9.30am CW HC  

Key: 

CW – Common Worship 

HC – Holy Communion 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

Our churches are open, and all are welcome to our 
services, please wear a mask if you feel safer. 

If you would like to arrange a baptism, wedding, 
funeral or other function at one of our churches 
please contact one of the churchwardens.    

Useful Contacts: 

Church Warden - Ranskill, David Stacey 01777 

818303, Scrooby, Gordon Ashworth 01777 818322 

Church Notices for August 

1st Ranskill Rainbows  

This term Harriet, Naomi, Joanie and Elsie have all 

made their Rainbow Promise and joined the unit. 

All girls have completed Retford Division Switzerland Challenge badge, gained their Have Adventures Theme 

Award including Agility Interest badge and Girlguiding Get Active Badge. Thank you to those who supported 

our fundraising at Torworth Festival in June. 

Rainbows joined Retford Cannon District girls on a trip to Wheelgate Theme Park in July and finished the 

term with a Teddy Bears Picnic. 

1st Ranskill Brownies 

Brownies finished the term with a picnic at Idle Valley Nature Reserve when Matilda, Elsie and Ava were 

presented with their Brownie Gold Award by Karen Taylor, Retford Girlguiding Division Commissioner. They 

then had great fun den building and competed for the biggest, tidiest, and most secure one. Great team 

effort by all. 

Seventeen girls joined the coach trip to Wheelgate in July and even enjoyed the water park. It managed not 

to rain till we were nearly home! Thanks as always to our volunteers and parents who support both groups to 

have fun and develop in a safe and supportive environment. 

Happy summer and we start meetings again week beginning 9th September. 

Janet Symonds 



 
Provided by Mrs D. 

Smith. Monday - 
Friday 9am - 3pm. 

To make an 
appointment call 

01777 818027  
or 07588 238564 

DOG WALKING SERVICE 

 Ranskill Bowls Club, Station Road, Ranskill 

We have had three cup matches. One was the Barry Lawson 

Memorial Trophy. It was a ‘double’  game and was won by Simon Wallis and Alice English; 

with runners-up Carl Bennet and Keith Arrowsmith. 

We also had the ‘Seniors’ cup match, which was won by Philip Cooper and runner-up Les 

Roper; and the Gentlemans Trophy won by Simon Wallis, runner-up Philip Cooper. 

We have great games and banter. If you’d like to come along contact Simon on 0787 

Scrooby Village Hall 
The hall is now available for 

business meetings and 
parties. 

• Fully equipped kitchen 
with crockery for up to 
60 people. 

• Wi-Fi, Audio-visual 
equipment,  screen and 
4K projector. 

• French doors from hall 
opening onto attractive 
patio and village green. 

• Barbeque 

• Competitive rates 

• Disabled access and 
toilet 

Ring Izzy to book on 

 01302 719190 



Despite the chilly and rather soggy start to summer 
this year, the local group has enjoyed some very 
pleasant activities. A particularly good one was the 
visit to Naturescape, a wild flower farm at Langar.   
 
Glorious weather helped but visitors were all keen to 
buy some of the beautiful wild flowers to enhance 
their gardens and increase biodiversity. It’s amazing 
what a few flowers will do to attract insects to your 
garden and it’s easier to create your own mini wild 
flower meadow than you might think; just take a look 
at the advice from The Eden Project:       
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/eden-at-home/
how-to-create-a-wildflower-meadow-in-your-garden 
 
Surprising too how beautiful the grass seed heads 
look when you put the mower away and allow them to 
develop. They add a whole new dimension to the 
garden experience with their gently waving plumes.   
 
Still to come, is Gary Hobson’s nature walk. He is one 

of the local group members and he 
leads a free, monthly nature walk, usually round 
some part of the Idle Valley Reserve. Ruth White said, 
“We highly recommend these bird watching walks, we 
learned such a lot.” The next walk is on Wednesday 
28th August, 9.00am-midday. Meet at Chainbridge 
Lane. General birdwatching from Chainbridge Scrape 
East and West viewing screens and looking for 
passage migrants and waders. For more information, 
contact Gary Hobson  07464964879 or www.birds-2-
boeings.com   
  
Also towards the end of August is a visit to the Walks 
of Life museum at Tuxford. Local Group information 
comes direct to your inbox if you just email 
janwilliamson133@gmail.com and ask to receive the 
Local Group’s weekly Update. The summer activities 
continue from May through August and our winter 
programme of talks starts again in September. Sign 
up now and make sure you don’t miss anything. You 
don’t have to be a member! 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
North Notts Local Group: Nature Walk 

The Wednesday Group is primarily a social group for 
people with dementia, their carers, if they wish to 
stay with them, and some former carers who used to 
bring wives or husbands. It’s a friendly group that 
enjoys a range of activities including bingo, chair 
exercises, quizzes, cards, dominoes and various other 
activities.   

We have regular visiting musicians – Retford Ukulele 
Group, The Littleborough Skifflers, Jessica Brett, 
Dave and Sandra to name but a few. They are all very 
popular. We also offer a two course, cooked lunch 
which is very much appreciated.   

Our difficulty at the moment is that we now have 
more members than ever before, but no more 
volunteers. We would like to have at least one more, 
preferably two more volunteers. If you’d like to be a 
part of a lively, friendly social group, help out with 
the cooking and have a go at whatever else takes 

your fancy then please contact Jan, details below, 
and arrange to come and see what we do and 
whether you think you’d like to give it a try. Our 
volunteers change lives, their own as well as other 
people’s and derive a great deal of satisfaction in the 
process.   

For all other enquiries, if you care for someone with 
dementia or you yourself have a diagnosis or if you 
want to know more and you think the Wednesday 
Group might be helpful, do get in touch.  For more 
information, contact Jan on 01777 709974 or 
07969180067 or email janwilliamson133@gmail.com 
for the latest on what we are doing and current 
availability.   

Unfortunately, we have a waiting list at present but 
we are looking into ways of accommodating more 
people.  It’s £10 per session which includes lunch, 
and, your first visit is free!  

The Wednesday (Memory) Group 
Fancy Volunteering? 





 

New Extended Cattery Block  
now with 5* rating from Bassetlaw DC 

As promised fabulous new pens specifically designed for disabled / elderly cats that 
struggle jumping on shelves. Extra large family pens and also large pens with a joining 
pen to allow cats to be together but have their own space too. Not only will your cats 

have lots of TLC from me but my partner too. 

White Gates Farm, Blyth Road, Ranskill, RETFORD DN22 8LT 

Tel: 01777 817389 | Mob: 0781 358 9124 
Web: www.whitegatescattery.co.uk 

Email: whitegatescattery@gmail.com 

 

 

 

For information about requested titles or particular items of stock, please 
contact: 01909 535353. email: worksop.library@inspireculture.org.uk 

THE MOBILE  LIBRARY 
Will visit the villages on the following dates: 

Ranskill and Torworth—Friday August 2nd & 30th 
Scrooby - Tuesday August 13th 

 

Missing something? 

See it in colour on our website 

at 

the-star.org.uk 





WE ARE AWARD WINNERS! 

 

Ripples Charity won ‘Charity of the year’ at the Crags Radio 
Community Stars Awards. 

(Crags Radio is a multi-award winning community radio station 
for North Notts and hosts an awards evening annually). 

 

Thank you to all our volunteers who are incredible, to those who 

nominated us and to everyone who comes along to our groups. 



WARM SPACES IN SCROOBY  
August - December 2024  

Join us in Scrooby Village hall for Warm Spaces on the first and third (and 
fifth) Tuesday of each month, alternating with Ripples. Come along for a 
cuppa and a chat, and perhaps a game of dominoes. 

There is no charge but small donations towards costs will help. 

Dates are:  

No meetings in August 

September 3rd  September 17th 

October 1st  October 15th  October 29th 

November 5th  November 19th 

December 3rd  December 17th 

 

Ripples Social Group takes place at the same time on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 

 

Time:       Tuesdays at 1.30pm to 3.00pm 

Place:       Scrooby Village Hall 

 

All are welcome  

 
For further information, please contact Stephen Lincoln on 07341 386050 



ABRIDGED DRAFT MINUTES OF SCROOBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday 08 JULY 2024 in the Scrooby Village Hall 

 
1. Present : Chair Stephen Cordery, Lindsey Buxton, Ellaina Sammut, Michaela Blount, Tony Smith (Clerk &  Treasurer), District Cllr 

Jack Bowker (Part).  Parishioners / Public present: None 
2. Apologies Elaine Gargett, Ceri Smith, County Cllr Tracey Taylor. 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Minutes were accepted, No corrections - Proposed by Lindsey Buxton, Seconded by Ellaina Summat. 
3.1. Confirmation of last meeting’s action points Completed or ongoing listed, but: Procurement Thresholds updates are carried 

forward, as are the Parish Key Register, New Model Financial Regulations review, Response To HIVE project. 
4. Agenda 
4.1. Confirmation of Agenda Items – Add, Grass Cutting in Spring, Police invitation reply. 
4.2. Public Discussion – None. 
4.3. Parish Councillor Vacancy – Advert to be repeated and Councillors to talk to parishioners. 
5. Correspondence: The usual number of notices, e-mails and letters had been received over the last month and were listed before the 

meeting.  Those of note: Poster for Bassetlaw Action Centre Recruitment drive. 
5.2  Central Bassetlaw Forum continues, using deputies if cannot attend. 
6. District and County Councillor's Report   

County Councillor Tracey Taylor – In absence, HIVE proposal is moved to the August / September Notts CC meeting.  
District Councillor Jack Bowker – Nothing to report. Asked about having removable advertising boards on the Great North Road.
 Thought it to be a Highways issue, clerk to check. 

7. Finance Report   
7.1    The Treasurer presented his report, which included basic Village Hall costs, Quarterly Salaries, two grass cuts and Mayflower 
Memorial costs. Full details of the report can always be viewed at  www.scrooby.net.  

7.2    Other activities were Parish Insurance in place and ensure the Whinze and Mayflower Memorial are insured correctly.   
The Annual Accounts and Audit period for public inspection closes on July 14th. 

8. Police Report   
Local PCSO. Tel: 07525 989445, did not attend. 
PCSO request to attend failed. All future meetings to be notified of. Recent burglary is still under investigation. 

9. Planning & Neighbourhood Plan   
9.2     Planning issues:    New Applications: None.  
          Existing Applications: 1 ongoing: 5 more static caravans down Saracens Lane and Wildwood adaptions are in appeal and the Car  
          Sales Plot request has been dismissed. 
9.3     HIVE: is now in Phase II, a target for a August / September council meeting (see above). Parish Councillors are still to collate  
 their thoughts and  agree a response at the September PC meeting.  A confidential pre-planning application has been  
 received and discussed.  Planning Enforcement: No cases open. 
10. Play Area   

Nothing to report, next inspection in October. 
11. Village Hall   
11.1   Village Hall Operations:  The hall is in good use, operating well. Noted the “Warm Spaces” schedule for the rest of 2024. 
11.2   Village permanent Christmas Lights – Carried forward to next meeting, proposals being formulated. 
12. Village Environment   
12.0   Nothing active. 
12.1   Grass Cutting the Manor Lane hedge to be checked for inclusion in the contract. 
12.2   The development of The Whinze and Gibbet Hill Common – The final report to our major sponsor Severn Trent yielded the final  
 payment, now we are subject to 5 years of usage and maintenance. A tool store and register investigation is continuing.  

Discussion had as to whether these tools could be loaned out to parishioners, no final policy agreed yet. 
12.5   The Pilgrim Fathers Memorial – The memorial is assembled and installed. The memorial will be officially unveiled at the Scrooby 

 Show. Discussions as to usage for School projects about the meaning of this memorial,   
14. Items for Information Only / Next Agenda  
14.1. Due to late holidays the September PC meeting may be delayed by one week from the schedule. 

 
All minutes from Scrooby Parish Council meetings are always published after acceptance at www.scrooby.net 

Next meeting to be held on Monday, 9th September, 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Month’s Issues for you to note or muse:  Criminal activity? If life threatening call 999, else 101   Stay Safe, Stay Well 

SLOW DOWN on Chapel Lane and all the Village Roads. Have you seen the Mayflower Memorial on the Croft??? Look at the 

Noticeboard / Information Hub (Chapel Lane) / Scrooby.net website for all the latest information and consultations.  The Village 

Hall sessions on Tuesdays continue, as do the Bassetlaw Mobile Community Shop on Mondays.  Report incidents of 

dangerous or inconsiderate driving in Scrooby to the Police.  PLEASE follow the procedure for using the Defibrillator, Call 999 

first.   Please be mindful of your neighbours when outside during these long summer evenings.  Dogs 

are NOT allowed on the Croft or in the Village Hall, unless an organised dog event, Please clear your dog ‘poo’, including the Whinze !

 The guards around the new trees on the Whinze / Gibbet Hill are vital, please do not remove them!!!  Look out for 

County wide Consultations like The HIVE PFA project or Lound Soil Treatment, have YOU any comments!! Let your councillor know. 

There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor – is that you??? If so contact the Parish Clerk 

http://www.scrooby.net/


A Casual Vacancy on the Scrooby Parish Council is now available owing to the 

resignation at the beginning of the year of Nadine Croft. Nadine has served the 

council for over a year, both as a co-opting volunteer and later as a full serving 

council member and we offer her our sincere thanks. 

The Vacancy will be filled by co-opting a volunteer from Scrooby Parish who fulfils 

the following criteria:   

•Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen, a citizen of the Republic of Ireland, or a 
citizen of another Member State of the European Union. 
•Be at least 18 years old. 
•Be on the Electoral Role, or in the past 12 months occupied land or other 
premises in the area the local council serves (as owner or tenant); or work in 
the area the local council serves (as your principal or only place of work); or 
live within three miles of the local council boundary.      

 

If you are interested in helping with the future development of Scrooby and would 

like to offer your services on the council, please contact the clerk at  as soon as 

possible. 

You will be asked to attend our next council meeting on September 9th with a brief 

resume of how you would benefit the council. If there is more than one applicant 

current councillors will decide on the successful person by a simple show of hands. 

SCROOBY PARISH 

COUNCIL 

CASUAL VACANCY 

 



 

ADVERTISE WITH 

THE STAR 

The STAR reaches all residents of Scrooby, Ranskill and Torworth plus 

outlets in Blyth, Mattersey and Barnby Moor 

Advertising Rates: 

 Size A: 4.3cm wide by 4.7cm high  £3 per month  or £30 per year 

 Size B: 8.8 cm wide by 4.7cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size C: 4.3cm wide by 9.6 cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size D: 8.8cm wide by 9.6 cm high £12 per month or £120 per year 

 Size E: 13.3cm wide by 4.7cm high £9 per month or £90 per year 

 Size F: 13.3cm wide by 9.6cm high £18 per month or £180 per year 

 Full Page: £25 per month or £250 per year 

Please note a year is for 11 issues per year as there is no issue in January. 

Please send this page, with details of your advert to: 

The STAR, Cornerstones, Low Street, Torworth, DN22 8NX 

or send an email to: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

I would like to place an advert or renew an advert in the STAR 

Business Name (if applicable)……………………………………………………………………...………... 

Contact Name………………………………………………………………………………….…………………….. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Size (circle your preferred choice):  A    B     C    D     E     F      Full Page 

Start Month………………….   Running for……………...months 

Please make cheques payable to “The STAR”. All adverts must be paid for in advance by 

the 16th of the month. Cheque enclosed for £…………… 

Signed………………………………………….. Tick if receipt required 
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