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Local Organisations - Some Useful Telephone Numbers 
Guides: Sandra McIvor 07876 
787959                                         

Brownies & Rainbows: 

Janet Symonds 01777 818713 

Scouts: Mark Mounde 07496 
957562  

Cubs: Mark Mounde 07496 
957562  

Beavers: Ieuan—07778 
702914 

 

Methodist Church: 

Circuit Office: 01777 702786 

Mon,Tues,Thurs. 9.30  - 3.00 

 

Bawtry Amateur Dramatic 
Society: 

Tony Jones, 07392 294705 

 

Scrooby Village Hall: 

Izzi Marshall, 01302 719190 

 

Torworth, Ranskill & 
Scrooby Allotment Ass’n 

Stephen Cole, 01777 818779 

 

Bassetlaw Cardiac Support 
Group: Christine Coldwell 
01909 730629 

Ranskill & Torworth 
Afternoon Fellowship Club: 

Carol Head, 01777 705077 

Ranskill Top Shop:  

01777 818864 

Mattersey (with Ranskill)  

Wraparound and Holiday 
Club:  

01777 817265 / 07973 870299 

       
office28@mattersey.notts.sch.uk 

wraparound@mattersey.notts.sch.uk 

 

Ranskill Bowls Club: 

Simon Wallis 07876 285593 

Ranskill Investment Club: 

David Smith, 01777 818400 

Ranskill Nursery Pre-school: 

Rachel Clayton 01777 816066 

Ranskill Primary School,  

Head Teacher, Mrs J Throssell, 

01777 818468 

Ranskill Reading Room: 

Peter Parkin, 01777 818852 

Ranskill & Torworth W.I: 

Pat Blatchford, 01777 818519 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Representatives in Ranskill: 

Carolyn West, 01777 818016 

Barry Bown, 01777 816325 

Scrooby: Alyson Goldsmith 
07507 493430  

 

Ranskill Parish Council:  

Mel Malcolm 01777 816168 

Scrooby Parish Council: 

Tony Smith 07974 836978 

Torworth Parish Council: 

Claire Challener 07557 104323 

 

District Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

Gerald Bowers 

Scrooby: Jack Bowker 

County Councillors: 

Ranskill & Torworth: 

Tracy Taylor 01777 816781 / 
07770 847086 

Scrooby: Tracy Taylor 01777 
816781 / 07770 847086 

 

Police: 101 

Non urgent enquiries: 

PC Jason Fellows 

07525 226893 

PCSO Lucy Campion 07525 
989445 
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The STAR   No. 458 February 2024 

Scrooby, Torworth And Ranskill 

All the news and views from our three villages 

IN MY OPINION 
 
Would you like to contribute 
something that you feel strongly 
about and want to tell our 
readers?  If so, please email it or 
let your village representative 
have your copy (around 350 
words) in good time for next 
month. 
 
All advertising copy and 
alterations to advertisements 
must be submitted by the 16th of 
the month.  

DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT 
 
The views expressed within this 
Newsletter DO NOT necessarily 
reflect the views of the Editorial 
Panel.   
 
We make every effort and take 
great care in the assembly and 
production of this newsletter; 
however we accept no 
responsibility for matters or 
disputes arising as a result of 
errors, printing errors, stories, 
features or advertisements which 
appear in this publication. 
 
Submitted articles and pictures are 
accepted on the understanding 
that the contributor owns the 
copyright, or has cleared the 
material for use, and that the STAR 
has permission to publish all or 
part of that submitted material.  

Editor Notes 
Deadline: 16th of each month 

Email: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

www.the-star.org.uk 

Dear Readers 

Happy Belated New Year, and welcome to the first Star 
of 2024! This time of year can feel quite gloomy and 
uninspiring. However, if you are looking for something 
new to do in 2024 then we might have the answer right 
here.  

Fancy growing your own food? T. R. S Allotments are 
looking for people to go on the waiting list. Having 
been an allotment holder for a year now, I can highly 
recommend it. It is hard work but extremely satisfying, 
see page 7 for the write up. 

Since last year 2nd Ranskill Scouts has grown 
tremendously with the start up of two sections, and an 
increase in numbers to 94 young people with 10 
people on the waiting list.  

They are therefore looking for more volunteers to assist 
them so that they can carry on giving great experiences 
to the young people. See page 10 for how to get 
involved. 

On page 21 Ripples Charity is calling out for volunteers 
for both the baby and toddler group and the social 
group. Can you spare a few hours of your time to help? 

The Ranskill Bowls Club will hold their AGM on 9th Feb 
and is open to the public to share thoughts and ideas. 

And if you’re still in hibernation mode, there are plenty 
of quiz questions and puzzles to test your mind on a 
cold evening, and new healthy 
recipes to try on page 17! 

Enjoy 

Luci 
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Handyman  

One off jobs or Regular jobs 

•Gardening 

•Grass cutting 

•Fence repairs 

•Painting 

•Plumbing 

•most jobs considered  

Contact Steve McCroakam  

Email: 

steve.mccroakam@virgin.net 

or 07906075648 

 

W. H. OTTLEY 
LTD. 

Blyth Road, Ranskill 
Telephone 01777 

818621 
 

 
 

 

Opening hours: 

Monday-Friday 9 am-1 pm 

www.whottley.co.uk 

Suppliers of all 

animal feeds. 

Pet foods. 

Seed Corn. 

 Fertilisers. 

Bedding. 
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info@flowersbykay.co.uk 

beautifully designed and 

professionally presented flowers 

f 

01777 818284 

07969 746961 

South Street Storage 
Offers affordable, secure, 
indoor storage solutions 
meeting both commercial and 
domestic needs. 
Various size units available. 
Close to Retford town centre. 
Easy access just off A1. 

Suitable for: 
• General household items 
• Sports equipment 
• Student storage 
• Documents storage 
• Bicycle storage 
• Stock storage 
Services: 
• Pickup & delivery 
   options available 
Open: 
Mon-Fri - 10.00-16.00 
Sat -  10.00-14.00 
01777 702779 / 07550 002242 
southstreetstorage@gmx.com 

 

For care and support when 
you need it the most 

Personal service 24 hours a day.  
Independent family business. 

Established for over 90 years. Pre-payment plans available. 

 
19, Thorne Road, Bawtry, Doncaster,  

DN10 6QL 
Tel 01302 710285 

www.wepinder.com 
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As a new gardening year dawns, some people maybe 

be thinking about growing their own food, spending 

time in nature and taking on a new gardening 

project. The benefits of gardening for physical and 

mental wellbeing are well documented. Growing your 

own food is immensely satisfying, saves money and is 

good for the environment. 

There are currently 158,000 people on English local 

authorities' allotment waiting lists and the average 

wait time is 3 years! There are not enough allotments 

to satisfy demand. 

We are very fortunate to have an allotment site at 

Torworth which is exclusively for residents of our 

three villages. Founded in 2010 on the site of a plant 

nursery, the site has 13 allotments, each one 

approximately 13.5 m long and 7.5 m wide. Not huge 

by allotment standards, but enough to grow a large 

amount of food throughout the year. 

Taking on an allotment involves quite a lot of work, 

initially weeding and mending fencing etc. and 

getting the layout to suit your growing requirements. 

New allotment holders are often surprised by how 

much work is involved, so it is better to be aware of 

this if you are thinking of applying for an allotment. 

Help is available, if needed for new allotment holders 

and the old hands are a friendly group, willing to give 

advice and support. 

If you would like to go on the waiting list for an 

allotment, then please contact Julie Davison, 

Secretary to T.R.S. Allotments, by emailing: 

jandp2@icloud.com 

Happy gardening! 

TORWORTH, RANSKILL AND SCROOBY ALLOTMENTS 
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1st Ranskill Brownies and Rainbows 

 

1st Ranskill Brownies 

Brownies have started 2024 with 24 girls and have welcomed Aria and Ella to the Unit. 

Last term Jessica, Evelyn, Sofia, Lottie and Pippa made their Brownie Promise. 

December ended with our Christmas Social and the parcel game was enjoyed by all girls and we 

said goodbye to Seryn after her 5 plus years as a Rainbow and Brownie. 

This term girls are completing the pancake badge challenge devised and set by Ollerton Rangers. 

They are also celebrating Burns Night with a piper and his bagpipes. 

They will be joining other Retford Division girls for a Thinking Day celebration at St Saviours 

Church Hall in Retford and our highlight is PGL residential weekend at Caythorpe Court at the 

beginning of March for 15 girls who are joining  the big Brownie takeover weekend. 

All uniformed groups will be at St Barnabas Church , Ranskill for Mothering Sunday Parade 

Service on Sunday 10th March. 

 

1st Ranskill Rainbows 

Last term Emily, River, Martha, Anna, Evelyn, Ivy and Jenni all made their Rainbow Promise. 

In December we made Christmas crafts and finished the term with a party with pass the parcel , 

food and drink and games. 

Olivia, Gabriella, Evelyn S, Isabelle, Eva, Thea, Seren, Bethany, Katie , Georgia and Cressida have 

completed their Know Myself Theme Award and gained Family Tree or Animal Lover Interest 

Badge (well done to those who did both). 

This term they will join other Rainbows  for Thinking Day with the Brownies in Retford and a fun 

evening at Kidshub at Harworth. 

We do have a waiting list for Rainbows and Brownies, please go to Girlguiding UK to register your 

daughter. 

 

Janet Symonds 
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All jobs 

considered 

LOW 

PRICES 

2 MEN WITH 

A VAN 

FOR HIRE 

Mob: 0755 000 2242 

or Tel: 0177 770 2779 

Single items to Full Houses 

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

Open fires and stoves swept 

Chimney cowls and cages fitted 

Certificates issued 

Fully insured 

For a prompt and friendly 

service that’s clean and tidy. 

Call Nigel on: 

07901 935230 

JOHN BIRD 
STUDIO 

3, Dower House Square 
Bawtry 

Telephone: 01302 714872 

ART GALLERY AND 
PICTURE FRAMING 

Opening times: 
Wednesday 
 10.30—5.00 
Thursday to Saturday 
 10.00—5.00 
Sunday 
 11.00—4.00 

Originals and 
limited editions by 

leading artists 

www.johnbirdstudio.co.uk 

 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

● High Powered Portable Equipment 
● Commercial and Domestic Services 
● Stain Removal/Reduction  
● Satisfaction Guaranteed 

● Dry in hours NOT days  
● “One Off” or Regular Cleans  
● Fully Insured & experienced 
    operators  

Please Call Mob: 0755 000 2242 

Tel: 0177 770 2779 
Mattresses, Caravans, Motorhomes, Conservatory Suites, Offices etc.– prices from £30. 

C.W. 

Painting and 
Decorating 

Interior and  
Exterior 

Free Estimates 
 

OAP Discounts 
30 years experience. 

 

Plus small building 
projects e.g.  

Brick pointing 

Boundary walls 

Tel Clint:  
01302 310455 or 

07599 053739 

Scrooby Village Hall 
The hall is now available for 

business meetings and 
parties. 

• Fully equipped kitchen 
with crockery for up to 
60 people. 

• Wi-Fi, Audio-visual 
equipment,  screen and 
4K projector. 

• French doors from hall 
opening onto attractive 
patio and village green. 

• Barbeque 

• Competitive rates 

• Disabled access and 
toilet 

Ring Izzy to book on 

 01302 719190 
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We all know how important bees are, not just for 
making honey but for pollinating all manner of crops.  
Without bees and the many other insects that go 
around pollinating our fruit and vegetable plants, our 
flowers and wildflowers, we would, at the very least, 
see a serious decline in the produce available to us.  
 
It may not be something we have thought very much 
about. There’s plenty of choice in the supermarkets.  
But we should think about it. No conscientious car 
owner, in my youth, was without a bottle of fly squash 
remover to clean the dead insects from the front of 
the car. Who needs that now? We need to understand 
what’s happening to our insects and do our bit to 
ensure their survival.  
                                                                       
February’s talk at Idle Valley Centre, Bees and Other 
Insects, will be given by ecologist, Kieron Huston.  
The focus of Kieron’s talk will be on what our gardens 
can tell us about the changing fortunes of insects 

and how gardens contribute to maintaining insect 
populations locally. Kieron is eminently qualified to 
guide us through the complexities of the changes in 
insect populations. He works for Derbyshire Wildlife 
Trust and has done for 20 years, mainly dealing with 
development proposals and their impact on wildlife 
as well as carrying out around 500 surveys of Local 
Wildlife Sites over the years. He is also Records Co-
ordinator for Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
Entomological Society. We are delighted to welcome 
him to the Idle Valley as our speaker at the February 
meeting. 
 
The meeting will start at 7.15pm on Thursday, 8 
February 2024. Admission £3 includes tea, coffee and 
biscuits. All welcome; no need to book.   
 
For more information, phone Jan 01777 709974, 
07969180067 or email janwilliamson133@gmail.com    

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
North Notts Local Group Talk—Bees and Other Insects  

February and most people’s New Year resolutions 

have been abandoned. Seemed like a good idea to be 

thinner, fitter, more sociable but somehow, it just 

didn’t happen. Maybe you need to try something new.  

How about volunteering?  

All the Wednesday Group organisers are volunteers. 

No one gets paid and everyone turns up week after 

week. Why? Because they have a great time? Because 

it gives some shape to the week? Because it gives 

added meaning and purpose to their lives? Because 

other people are pleased to see them and come to 

rely on them? Yes. Probably all those things and 

more.   

Don’t be fooled by the notion that someone is getting 

you to work for nothing while they get paid. I’d say, if 

someone offers you a volunteering opportunity, they 

could be doing you a real favour and if you volunteer 

and you don’t enjoy it, you’re probably in the wrong 

business; try a different one. Bassetlaw Community 

and Voluntary Service (BCVS) has heaps of 

opportunities (01909 476108) and if you’d like to see 

what we do at the Wednesday Group, ring Jan and 

pop round. Or, why not start your own group? It 

might well be easier than you think. Go on; make this 

year different!  

If you care for someone with dementia or you 

yourself have a diagnosis and you think the 

Wednesday Group might be helpful, do get in touch.  

For more information, contact Jan on 01777 709974 

or 07969180067 or email  

janwilliamson133@gmail.com for the latest on what 

we are doing and current availability. We sometimes 

have to operate a waiting list but not very often and 

although we charge £10 per session to cover our 

costs, your first visit is free.  

The Wednesday Group 
Volunteering 
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RANSKILL BOWLS CLUB - Station Road DN22 8LE 

Let me start by sending best wishes to everyone for a happy and healthy 2024. 

Our indoor bowls games continue, bringing fun and friendship to our members 

during the winter months. 

A reminder that our Annual General Meeting will be held in the pavilion at 7pm on 

Friday 9th February 2024. The support of members is needed as decisions are 

discussed for the year ahead. Please try to attend if at all possible. The AGM is 

open to the public, so you can offer any ideas to improve the club - a valuable hub 

for Ranskill. 

The Friday craft club continues to meet offering laughter and learning to  anyone. 

Contact Simon on 07876 285593 for any further information, or carol on 07495 

078254 for Craft Club enquiries.

• Sunday 4th:  Scrooby – 9.30am CW HC  

• Sunday 11th:  Ranskill – 9.30am CW HC 

• Sunday 18th:  Blyth – 9.30am CW HC 

• Sunday 25th:  Scrooby – 9.30am CW HC        

Key: 

CW – Common Worship 

HC – Holy Communion 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

Our churches are open, and all are welcome 

to our services, please wear a mask if you 

feel safer. 

If you would like to arrange a baptism, 

wedding, funeral or other function at one of 

our churches please contact one of the 

churchwardens below.    

Useful Contacts: 

Churchwardens - Ranskill 

David Stacey 01777 818303 

Church Warden – Scrooby 

Gordon Ashworth 01777 818322 

Church Notices for February 
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I live in Stonehill Close & approx 2 months ago a trio 

of young boys began to play a practical joke on me by 

creeping over my front lawn & wrapping their 

knuckles on my front window in the early evening. 

This then escalated to them standing in front of my 

garden & throwing tennis balls @ my front window, 

one of these I have collected off my front lawn. 

However when I recently arrived home from early 

evening shopping my front door & glazed panel had 

been smeared with broken eggs, this is not a 

practical joke but it is harassment. 

The smallest of this trio arrives & escapes on his 

electric scooter. 

May I politely ask that all parents of young boys 

kindly ask them (if they are involved in this ) to 

please stop it immediately. 

Thank you in anticipation of your kind help. 

I have refrained from posting my name & full 

address. 

Kind regards to all Star readers. 

From the ying to the yang: A polite request to parents of young boys 
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Call or Text: 
07712 608393 

for appointments 
or enquiries. 

 

Tuesday - 
Thursday  
9am - 3pm 

 

Friday  
9am - Late. 

 
Mobile therapist 
based in Blyth, 

covering all 
surrounding 

areas. 
Gel nails, waxing, 
tinting, lash lifts 
and pedicures! 
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Riddle Me 
 

How quickly can you find out what is so unusual about 
this paragraph? It looks so ordinary that you would think 
nothing is wrong with it - and in fact nothing is wrong. 
But it is a bit odd. Why? If you study it and think about it, 
you may find out. You must do it without coaching. No 
doubt if you work on it for long it will dawn on you. What 
is it? 
 
And here are some more riddles - see how you get on… 
1. What gets wetter and wetter the more it dries? 
2. You throw away the outside and cook the inside. 

Then you eat the outside and throw away. 
3. What goes up and down the stairs without moving? 
4. What can you catch but now throw? 
5. I can run but not walk. Wherever I go, thought 

follows close behind. What am I? 
6. What’s black and white and red all over? 
7. What goes round the world but stays in a corner? 
8. I have holes in my top and bottom, my left and right, 

and in the middle. But I still hold water. What am I? 
9. Give me food and I will live. Give me water and I will 

die. What am I? 
10. The man who invented it doesn’t need it. The man 

who needs it doesn’t know it. What is it? 
 

(Answers on another page) 
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BLUE BELL 

R A N S K I L L  

CALL 01777 817952 FOR BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES 

Opening Hours: 
Monday:  closed 
Tuesday:  12-10pm 
Wednesday:12-11pm 
Thursday:  12-11pm 
Friday:  12-11.30pm 
Saturday:  12-11.30pm 
Sunday:  12-9pm 

Food Times: 
Tuesday to Saturday: 12-9pm 

(light lunch menu available 12-5pm) 

Sunday: 12-6pm 

Quiz night every Wednesday 8.30pm 
onwards - winning team prize and 
cash snowball to be won. 

Steak night every Thursday 5 - 9 pm 
alongside our main menu.  Enjoy two 
8oz sirloin steaks cooked to 
perfection and a bottle of house wine 
for only £35. 

New weekly specials menu 
released every Friday full of delicious 
new meals to try out, why not join us 
over the weekend and try them out for 
yourselves. 

Sunday - Delicious homecooked 
Sunday roasts  between 12 - 6pm - 
booking advised to be safe. 

 

New Extended Cattery Block  
now with 5* rating from Bassetlaw DC 

As promised fabulous new pens specifically designed for 
disabled / elderly cats that struggle jumping on shelves. 

Extra large family pens and also large pens with a joining 
pen to allow cats to be together but have their own space 
too. Not only will your cats have lots of TLC from me but 

my partner too. 

Tel: 01777 817389 | Mob: 0781 358 9124 
Web: www.whitegatescattery.co.uk 

Email: whitegatescattery@gmail.com 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE WHITBY 

Available for rent. 
Only yards from the 199 steps 

and Tate Beach. 
2 double bedrooms 

(one bed accessible from one 
side only). 

Garden with steps leading to 
main entrance. 
Shower room. 

Lounge / Dining Room / 
Kitchen (compact and cosy). 

Gas central heating. 
Coal effect gas fire. 

Freeview. 
Buckets, Spades, Crabbing 

Nets, Deck chairs, Wind breaks 
& BBQ for guests use. 

No pets. 
Shed suitable for storing bikes. 
From £295 to £540 per week. 

Short breaks from £225 to 
£400. 

01302 714356 (Scrooby) 
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     BuzzOFF  
  Pest Solutions 

Fully insured member of 
NPTA. 25 years experience. 

Worked for Bassetlaw DC for 33 
years until they have withdrawn 
the pest control services. 

Wasps, bees, ants, rats, 
mice, fleas, bedbugs, moles, 
feral pigeons, etc.  

Any other pests, please phone. 

OAP prices start  

from just £35. 

Other prices start  

from just £39. 

Commercial prices start 
from £39. Yearly contracts 
can be arranged. 

Please phone Paul - 

 Mob: 07706 747073 or  

 Tel: 01777 816074 

Email: buzzoffps@outlook.com 

Web: buzzoffpestsolutions.co.uk 

 P. Clay Fabrications 

Quality Gates & Railings made to measure 

Manual or Automated 

Security Grilles - Weather Vanes 

www.pclayfabrications.co.uk 

01427 890482 or 07813 836728 

 Retford Memorials Ltd 

Buy with confidence 
from a local BRAMM 
approved family 
business. 
Large showroom. 
Free colour brochures. 
Renovation and safety 
specialists. 
 

6 Churchgate • Retford 
Tel: 01777 705673 

email: retfordmemorials@gmail.com 
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For information about requested titles or particular items of stock, please 
contact: 01909 535353. email: worksop.library@inspireculture.org.uk 

THE MOBILE  LIBRARY 
Will visit the villages on the following dates: 

Ranskill and Torworth—Friday, February 16th 
Scrooby - Tuesday February 27th 
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Fully Qualified Independent Financial Adviser 
Over 35 years experience 

Would you like peace of mind to ensure you are on 
track for your retirement?  

Are you concerned about your lump sum(s) or 
savings not working hard enough? 

• Pensions 
• Lump Sum Investments 

• Pension Switching Advice 
• ISA’s 

CALL 01777 816438 or 07957 170415 
Paddock View—Folly Nook Lane—Ranskill—Retford—DN22 8NQ 

Email: fletcher.kevin@talk21.com www.kffinancial.co.uk 

Contact me to arrange your FREE initial no obligation meeting 
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Riddle Me answers 

The letter ‘e’ cannot be found in this 

paragraph even though it is the most 

commonly used vowel in the English 

language. 

1. A towel. 2. Corn.  3. A rug.  4. A cold.  5. A 

nose.  6. A sunburnt penguin (not a 

newspaper - can’t you spell?).  7. A stamp.  

8. A sponge.  9. Fire.  10. A coffin. 
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ADVERTISE WITH 

THE STAR 

The STAR reaches all residents of Scrooby, Ranskill and Torworth plus 

outlets in Blyth, Mattersey and Barnby Moor 

Advertising Rates: 

 Size A: 4.3cm wide by 4.7cm high  £3 per month  or £30 per year 

 Size B: 8.8 cm wide by 4.7cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size C: 4.3cm wide by 9.6 cm high £6 per month or £60 per year 

 Size D: 8.8cm wide by 9.6 cm high £12 per month or £120 per year 

 Size E: 13.3cm wide by 4.7cm high £9 per month or £90 per year 

 Size F: 13.3cm wide by 9.6cm high £18 per month or £180 per year 

 Full Page: £25 per month or £250 per year 

Please note a year is for 11 issues per year as there is no issue in January. 

Please send this page, with details of your advert to: 

The STAR, Cornerstones, Low Street, Torworth, DN22 8NX 

or send an email to: copy4star@yahoo.co.uk 

I would like to place an advert or renew an advert in the STAR 

Business Name (if applicable)……………………………………………………………………...………... 

Contact Name………………………………………………………………………………….…………………….. 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Size (circle your preferred choice):  A    B     C    D     E     F      Full Page 

Start Month………………….   Running for……………...months 

Please make cheques payable to “The STAR”. All adverts must be paid for in advance by 

the 16th of the month. Cheque enclosed for £…………… 

Signed………………………………………….. Tick if receipt required 
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